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SF SMONGST the zumeros 
2 Ia Trainof Mercies,that attends 
$2 ed YourMajeſties Thrice hap- 
py Reſtauration, Reviving the 
Hearts of a droopirg Clergy. 
may deſervedly be reputed. 
none of the meaneſt. For if 
a true, impartial Eſtimate 
were taken of all mens Suf* 
LE ferings, it would be found 
no Calling whatever drank ſo deeply of the bitter Cup 

1n our unnatural Warres as m—_ all the Rich Rewards 
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of Learning being withdrawn , Priviledges reverſt, 
their Lands expoſed to Sale, and Houfes to Dilapida- 
tions, But tis an Obſervation of ſome , that after the 
moſt bloiſterous Stormes, when the Ark of the Church 
has been long floating, and ready to fink, God uſual- 
ly ſends the faireſt Calmes. Near 20 yeares together 
has the Dignity , and of late the Office of the Miniſtry 
lain bleeding, and twas drawing to its/aſt Gaſp, if a M1- 
racle of Providence had not ſent a Soverargn Balm. 
And however for the preſent the wounds are a little 
bound up, yet has it contracted ſo much weakneſs 
through ill Viſage, chat twill ask no ſmall time to reco - 
ver its ſtrength , though it meets with never ſo much 
tendernes &Indulgence from its Nurſing Father. Tis re- 
corded to the Eternal Renown of the greatConſlantine, 
that amongſt all his Imperial Titles he gloried in none 
more, then being ſtyled , the Advocate of Gods Church, 
Pardon then, Great $ir,an holy Preſamption,if ſoincont 
ſiderable a thing as I addreſs my ſelf to one of the Po- 
tenteſt Monarchs upon Earth,in behalf of the long op- 


preffed Embaſſadours of Chrift. The Bounty and Mu- 


nificence of your Godly Progenitours, conferred large 
Revenxes, and Immwnities apon them,which the Sacri- 
legious hands of ſome late Innovatours ſeaſed up- 
on. Now is there any thing more becoming the Royal/ 


Majeſty of Great Britain, the Eldeſt Son of the Church, 


Defender of the Faith,and Heire'ot fach a Father,then 
to reſtore God his own. Terr). relates that theHeathens 
upbraided the Chriſtians with their penurious bafenes 
in matters of Religion, and how much the Papilſts 
were fcandalized at our firſt Reformers for divertin 
th! Churches Patrimony to private Uſes, all the wor! 
1s'too well acquainted. Let this Reproach be rowled 
away 


Wa C CE III - 
_—_ ' 


Wm __——e——__— an 4 


LIMI 


The Epiſtle Dedicator y, 


away from the Goſpel, and let not Babylon be more 
liberal to uphold Idolatry, then Zion is to maintain 
true Religion. The Eyes of all the Reformed , :nd Po- 
piſh world are upon you, tis the Hope of the former, 
and Fear of the latter, that under your ProteQion our 
Britiſh Church = recover its priſtine Glory. But if 
yourMajeſty expects to have the Church furniſh'd with 
able accompliſhed perſons, propertionableencouraegmets 
muſt not be denyed , Jeaſt the moſt pregnant Wits, 
and raiſed Parts turn afide to the more gainfull Pro- 
fcſlions of Law, and Phyſick, which Promiſe both am- 
pler Rewards, and higher Preferments,and are not ac- 
companied with fo vaſt a charge as the Stucy of a Di- 
vine does neceſlarily require I know the winning of 
Soules 1s 1n it ſelf a ſufficient Motive, bur all that are 
bred up in the Schools of theProphets,do not preſently 
ſhake hands with the world in the heat of rheir Youth, 


bur muſt have ſome other 4//uremerts ſuitable to Aleſh 


and Blood. Wiſdome it felf approves this courſe 
and ufes the ſame Attrattives , Riches , and Honour 
are with me Prov. 8, Now fince your Sacred Majeſty 
had no hand in firſt retrenching their Priviledges, and 
alienating their Revexmes, tis hoped you will not con- 
tract the leaſtG#ilt by Tolerating what may be redreſt, 
So will you engage the Prayers of the Church,a ſiroxg- 
er Guard then all your Victorious Armies. So will your 
Kingdomes proſper; which otherwiſe muſt never look 
to be happy, whileſt the Church is miſerable And how 
powerfull will the United Intercefiions of ſo many 
Thouſands be. dayly imploring the Throne of Grace, 
that the yeares moſt Barbarouſfly cut off from the 
Royall Father may be added to the $So# , that as the 


Glory of the ſecond Temple went beyond that - = 
Tits 
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firſt, fo may the Holyneſs, and Splendour of our Re- 
ſtored Hierarchy exceed that of former Ages, which 
1s the Soules Deſire of 


Your Majeſties Moſt Faithfully Devoted 
and Sworn Subje@ in all 4fedGi- 
onate Loyalty 


Ph. Ph. 
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A Preface to the Ingennons Reader, 


Preſnme there are few in our Britiſh Iſrael unac- 
quainted how deeply the Reputation of our Clerg 
has been wounded bythe Fiery Darts of Fannie 
Spirits, and ſcoffing Atheiſts. And I wiſh thoſe late= 
> ly in power could waſh their hands from the guilt of 

this ſin, which they too much adopted , either by counte= 

nancingor conniving at,and thereby haſtned their deſery- 
ed Ruine, Twere ford arrogance to hope that my ſmal 

Mite ſhould much contribute to vVindicate their Honour, 

and wipe off thit black dirt , wherewith they have 

been beſmeared: yet could I not forbear paying my due Re.s 
ſpeFs to that Sacred Funftion,and manifeſting my ſence of 
their unparalel'd ſufferings, Many Months did I wait, 
expeFing , that ſome learned Pen wonld have taken this 
tash in hand,but when I ſaw thoſe Eminent Perſons(whoſe 

Bookes IT am not worthy to carry after them ) either 0iher« 

wiſe imployed, or forgetfull of this grand Concernment : 

rather then ſo good a Cauſe ſhould be betrayed by felence, T 
was perſwaded to conſecrate my weak, Endeavonrs ( the 
produt? of ſome leaſure Houres) to the Churches Service, I 
know here are ſundry Paſſages that will uot reliſh with mna« 
ny, from whom I muſt expe ſlender thank for my paines, 
bat let the iſſue be what twill I ſhall content my ſelf , with 
that of an Ancient, Non tanti eſt unius vita, quanri eſt 
Dignitas omnium Sacerdotum. Nay if the loſſe of wy 
poor Fortunes,my Hopes,my Life, could purchaſe my Dear 
Mothers Tranquillity, and happineſs, 1 could gladly ſacri= 
fice all, and make it the Birth of my firſt 4GFion. Many 
a tear have the breaches of our Engliſh Zion coſt me 5 and 
all my hearts deſire is, that Sober Perſons would lay aſide 
petty Amimoſtties, and for the Churches Peace, oz the one 
hand,not peeviſhly ſcruple innocent Ceremonies , nor on the 
other rigorouſly obtrude unwarrantable,bnt nite againſt the 
cCOmMMmon 
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Common Enemies, Papiſts ad Settaries, whoſe imply. 
' Cable malice equally threatens ruin tothe Reformed Cler- 
"2y, the one direBly ſtriking at their very Being, the othcy 
defigning the ſame thing, but taking an oblique courſe by 
wrdermining their comfortable Subfiſtence, Hononrs , and 
Privitedges This owly 1 = diſclaim before all the world, 
that 1 have not the leaſt thought in the following Trea- 
Fife, to become an Advocate for Luxury, Pride, Idleneſs, 
of any thing that is morally diſhoneſt: the ſevere Re- 
formation of which 7 both hope, and wiſh thoſe im Autho= 
rity may vigorouſly endeavony. Scandalous Loiterers be- 
1ngnoleſe pernicious then Schiſmaticail Innovatours, 
ard ſooner may my hand rott off , and my Tongne cleave to 
the roofe of my month, then ever 1 ſp2ak , or write in de- 
fence of ſuch , or againſt the power of Godlineſs. My Name 
T have ſindiouſly ſuppreſt,leaſt the inconſiderableneſs of it 
ſhould create Prejudices , and injure the truth. But if 
any be ſo curious as to enquire after it: Let him know that 
i am one who can (afely Profeſs, that ever ſince 1 was able 
to took into Controverſies, have alwajes reverenced Gray- 
headed Antiquity, and deteſied faFious Novelty* Nor had 
T held my peace formerly,but that 1 deſpaired my poor Buc- 
het conld have done any thing tothe quenching of ſuch a 
- Fire, when the whole Nation was on a lightFlame.This far. 
ther encouragement T have to uſe the more ingenuousFree- 
dome, as not any way partaking in what is here contended 
for, nor (as th my particular intereſt) gaining the leaſt by 
our late happy Revolution. Azd as farre as IT am ar. 
quainted with ty own deceitfull heart, I dare no leſſe con- 
fidently guns + I was not induced to put Pen to Paper, 
by any ambitious Hopes , « private Retirement ( which 
Nr mercy 1 injoy,) being all T covet: So that my great, 
my only 4ime is,Picty, ard Peace, the flonriſhing of the 
Charch,and State, which like, Hippocrates Twins, have 
long Mourned,and tis hoped will now Rejoyce together. 
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CHAP. I. 
A Prieſthood proved as Antient as the World, continued 


in all Ages,with an Honourable allowance to the Firif« 
born, and the Levites, 


| depured to attend his Publick Worſhip, and 
Miniſter 1n Holy things, is a Truth rhat none 
can deny, who own the Scripture, For 2000 
years, and upwards afrer the Creation this Was 
%Z 1ntrulted to the Firſt-born, as is evident out 
of Philo, Foſephns, Maimonides, and other Fewiſh Writers, who 
all unanimouſly acknowledge that the Priefibood was ever an- 
nexed to the Primogeniture till the Law given by Moſes, Tr 
being, the confeſſec duty and priviledge of the eldeſt, ro rake 
care of Sacrifices, and other Rites then in uſe, * Thus Adam, * Bertram de 
Seth, who taught his children to call upon the name of the Lord, a 20 
Gen. 4. And Exch thoſe Ante-Diluvian Patriarchs ; and (that | pang _ 
Heathen Fans) Noah a $45" "6 of Righteouſneſs 2. Pet. 
F 2+5« 
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cerd. 


 Poſephus, 


An Apology for the 


2. 5. After the Fluod, Melchiſedeck,, Abraham, Facob,&c, Whilelt 
the Law of nature laſted. | 

Upon the delivery of the Moſaical Lay, we find the Firſt-born 
redeemed and diſcharged from their atrendance, God himſelf 
giving them a Writ of eaſe, and deſigning the Children of Levi 
for their Succeſſors, Namb. 3.45. In whoſe hands the manages 
ment of Eccleſialtical Aﬀairs continued, near 2000 years more 
without any confiderable interruprion, till in the fulneſſe of crime 
by the Incarnation of the Son of God, the Prieſthood of Aaroz 
bzing aboliſhed, our Mediatour of a betrer Covenant, no lefle 
faithful in his houſe then Moſes, Heb. 3. left not his Lambs 
without Shepherds, but appointed Preachers of the Goſpel to 
take the room of the caſhcered Lewites, and promiſed his pre- 
ſence with them to the end of the world, ar. 28. 

Thus we ſee a Prieſthood clearly deduced, and rhat God never 
wanted ſome in a more immediate manner to attend his Worſhip 
from the day the firſt foundation of the earth was laid. Our next 
Quzre is what proportion was allotted for the maintenance of 
rheſethree diſtin& Succeſſive Orders, For the firſt-born there is 
little controverhie ; it being granted on all fides, that their Privi- 
ledgesand Honours were great, being appointed Lords over their 
Brechren,a Pcincely Prerogative, Gex-49-8. and a double portion 
aſſigned them, the better to ſupport the Dignity of their Degree, 
and F#rtion, See Grot. upon the Dext.21. 17. 

We cone in the ſecond place to ſurveigh the Levitical In- 
ſtiturion, and enquire what a liberal allowance God made them. 
Now the beſt courſe to take an eſtimate of that is by examining 
the Proportion this Tribe bare ro the reſt, You have all the 12. 
Tribes, that were able to go forth to war, muſtered and polled, 
Num.1,46, compared with the 3.39. where the Levires are num. 
bred from a moneth old and upwards : yer ſee what a valt diſpro- 
portion, the former amounting ro 603 550, the latter to barely 
220C9, none excepted. Ler us then bur make ſome ſmall allo v- 
ance for thoſe under 20. and above 50. years old, ages excuſed 
from the war,and ſo not reckoned in the firſt ſumme : theſe we 
cannot rationally imagine to be leſſe than a third part more. $0 
chat by this computation, the Levites will not amount to above a 
fortieth, ſome ſay a fiftteth, or 6oth part of the nation. Their 
numbers 
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numbers being thus caft up, let us defcend to the proportions of 
their allowance. And here l am perſwaded, that ſome Fanatick 
Sacrilegious perſons Will be ready to blaſpheme, with thar pro- 
phane Alphoxſws, ina paralel cafe ; if they had been the All- 
mighties Councellors, they Would have made a more equitable 
divifion,then we find recorded, and would haye judged a fotticth 
part More than ſufhcient for ſuch Loiterers. But the moſt wiſe 
God made them anotkergets propottion,allowing them 48 Caries, 


* ſome Royal ones, and rhe fatceſt inthe Nation, with the adja* + &,,,; de 
cent Country 2000 Cubits, or a mile about every way ; no ſmall ge, Fug. 


matter in char petir tract of Land, hardly exceeding four of our 
larger Counties, Hieronym. ad Dardan, Adricomw, Adde to this 
the tenth of all increaſe of Corn, Catrel, Firlt-fruits, offerings, 
Vows, Redemprions, amounting to no lefle than 24 ſeveral dues, 


as the Learned Bxxtorph *colle&s out of the Rabbies : and which * Synag. Fuds 


may juſtly come in as none of the meaneſt advantages, all rhis 
brought to their Barns, without any farther trouble, charge or 
confideration ; that Nation ever conſcientiouſly paying their 
Tithes, and frequently preventing the demand, being perſvaded 


It was the Hedge of their riches, according to the * 7 alumdical Drive Prov, 


Canon. Noy pur all this together, with many other particulars 
mentioned in Foſephas and the Rabbies,even Se/dex himſelf (none 


of the beſt friends the Church ever had) * is forced to grant rhat Rev- Hiſt. 


this ſmalle(t Tribe had neer three times the annual Revenue of 
the largelt among them. If any one defire to be better ſatis= 
fied abour this,let him but read Philo at 54 1s Hee iepior : out 
of whem I ſhall ſer down this one remarkable obſervarion, thar 
the people were commanded to bring their offerings firſt ro the 
Temple, that the Prieſts might not be upbraided, or bluſh ro 
take their proviſion thence, as not coming from the courtefie of 
men, but from the bounty of the Lord of all. And he farther 
adds, that through the populouſneſle of the Land, the abundance 
vas ſuch. that the pooreſt Prieſt in the 24 Courſes, might juſtly 
be reputed a wealthy perſon ; concluding, #7: Beriniug irs 0544- 
107172, ) THANV TICLG&r7HT TITS Keegvo ty 6 YouCt. Thid, 

No'v this was the maintenance allotted by the moſt prudent of 
Law-givers, confirmed by an inviolable Decree, as the Magna 
(harta of that Nation, and chalking out to others what _—_— 

B 2 they 
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they ſhould uſe in ſuitable Caſes, Nor do we find the great 
Searcher of Hearts, ſtraining his hand upon any ſuch polrrick, 
conſiderations, as that Riches puff up, and tis beſt ſor Religion to 
keep its ſervants in poyerty» Theſe covetuous Axioms are of leſle 
ſanding, and cannot challenge God for their Author, 


CHAP. II. 


Equity, Scripture, and the praiſe of the primitive times 


plead for the Kevennes of the Goſpel Miniitry,with in« 
ſtances of the Heathen bounty towards their Prieſts. 


WVVE have ſeen the Firſt-born, and the Leviticall Prieſthood 
| liberally provided for, and can leſſen reaſon, in equity, 
be allotted to the Miniltry of the Goſpel, which the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles proves to be more excellent and 
olorious, and in point of honour far beyond it, 2. Cor, 3, 7,8, 
9. the one being imployed to kill, and flay bealts, the other being 
Commitſioned Embaſſadours of jeſus Chriſt, Tis confeſſedly 
true then that under the Old Teſtament, God had a peculiar 
right to the tenth part of every mans eſtate, as a Tribute due to 
his Soveratgnty : and all Laws affure us, thar what was once legal- 
ly inveſted jn a perſon, continues ſo for ever, unlefle forfeited or 
reſigned. Now the former cannot be ſuppoſed, and for the latter 
we find nothing in the New Teſtament, wherein God either di- 
rely or indirealy has quitted or renounced his title, or changed 
It for another rate. Ar the firſt expreſſe appointment of Tithes, 
Numb, 16. 21. Tis manifeſt the principal end was to maintain 
Gods publick worſhip,and for the comfortable ſubſiſtence of thoſe 
that attended ir. Admit then there be ſome alteration as 
ro the manner, yet the ſubſtance ſtill remains. And the Apoltle 


ſeems totidem werbys to confirm it, 1. (or. 9. 13+ 14. They which 


watt at the Altar are partakers - even ſo-1n the ſelf ſame manner 
as it was under the Old Teſtament, (mmtatis mutand:s ) ſhall it be 
coninued under the Neiv, tis both-Equity, and the divine defig- 
nation,For the proportion was given to the ſervice, not the mer. I knov 

fone 
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ſome inſiſt much upon the. prophelie of Ezekrel, c. 45. confeſſedſy Villalpandus, 
reſpeRting Goſjel times, Wherein God commands the Land to 
be divides into three parts,reſerving one for himſelf,his Sanfuary 
and Priefis, appointing a ſecond for the Prince, and the remainder 
to the houſe of Iſrael, And tis an obſervation of Origen, Hojy, 
I I. 1 Num, and of S. Auſtins in Pſal, 146. that if under the Law 
the renth was paid, then more muſt be paid under the Goſpel, 
becauſe our righteouſnefle mult exceed the righteouſneſle of the 
. Scribes and Phariſees, ar. 5. 20. 

Tis true we have not ſuch clear proofs of the payment of 

Tithes 1n the three firſt Centuries, necelſity of rhe times, 


[1 
Y and frequent Perambulations forcing the Profeflors of the 
q Goſpel ro neglect their juſt rights. Bur ro draw an argu- 
h ment hence againft them, 1s all one, as If a man ſhould diſpure 
kt againſt rhe neceſlity of Circumciſion, and Sacrifices under the 
fa Law,becauſe God diſpenſed with them, during the 4o years wan=- 


i dring in the Wilderneſle, till the children of 1/ſ-ael came to a 
ſerlement. Joſh. 5. 5, Amos 5,25. Certain it is, the Primitive 
Chriſtians did not content themſelves with Decimating only,no, 
their fervent zeal carried them out farther,many times to ſell all 
their eſtares, and lay them ar rhe Apoſlles feer, As 4. which 
Iooo of devout perions imitated in after Ages, either in their 
lives conſecrating ſome part of their ſubſtance, or ar their deaths 
bequeathing it as a Legacy. Nothing more frequent in thoſe eat ,,,,, Spies 
ly times,then theſe Depoſita Pietatis, Origen Traft, 31.in S, Mat, ,, 29, 
mentions ſome Eccleſiaſtical Rents and Incomes in his time, 
And Cyprian, when he found his hearers ſomewhat ſlack, and cold 
in their contributions, upbraids them, That they d1d nor give ſo 
much as Tirhes, Nunc de Patrimomonec decimas damus: De Vmt., 
Eccl, parag, 23, 1s not this ſufficient? Exſebins ſpeaks of a Houſe 
belonging to the Church under Aare/ius A, 273, which he 
| commanded Parlws to ſurrender up. Eccle, Hift, L. 7. c. 30, Nay 
we read in Optatzs Miievitanus L, 1. that the Church of Carthage 
had orramenta plurima anrea, OF argentea. And if ſcoſhng Lucian 
may be c:elired, in Tr4 aps daies, he deſcribes one of rhe Chr1- 
ian VTspas, or Churches,richly guilt, and adorned. Dialog. Phi- 
lopatris. Strange pomp ! even whilſt the perſecuting fury laſted. 
Tis granted, the Pagan Emperours did alwajes ſequeſter ſuch 
| B 3 eſtates 
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eſtates as were thus devized. Exſeb, Eccl, Hijft, 1, 9,.c« 8, Hence 
we find the poſſeitions of Lcira, a rich Roman Lady,demiſed to 
religious uſes , eſcheared by Haxemins, and her elf baniſhed. 
Sabell. Emq.L. 8.And theſe Sequelirations laſted till ConStantine 
and Licinius revokt that impious decree,commanding all Houſes, 
Gardens, or whatever goods belonged to the Church, to be 
reflored, Exſeb, Eccle, Hiſt. l. 10,c, 5. which puts it beyond dif- 
pute, that there were Ecclehaſtical Revenues before their time, 
otherwiſe that Edi& had been in vain. * And ſoon after free leave 
is given to every man to exerciſe his charity of lands or goods, 
Cod, Thesd, L. 16, without danger of a ſtature of Mort-main, So 
that the ſtorm being thus happily blown over, wealth came tum- 
bling in upon the Church. (o-/tantines great Largeſſe is recorded 
by Euſebins, (and with ſome fabulous additions) in the Life of 
Silveſter, by Damaſus and Anaſtaſins, Cedrenns farther informs us 
that in the 20 and 26.year of his }: mpire,he laboured to pul down 
the Idols with their iemples , and to convert their demeaſnes 
to the worſhip of the true God. Many of his religious Succeſſors 
trod in the ſame ſteps, and the world did as twere with an holy 
emulation contend, who ſhould moſt adorn the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
W hence tis almoſt incredible to what ſplendor the Church grew 
in a fe yeats: and this proſperity continued till new tempeſts 
ariſe, and thoſe barbarous Inundations of the Northern fury over 
whelmed all. 

Nor was this proper only to the Servants of the true God, but 
even Pagan Idolaters praiſed the ſame. None amongſt their 
numerous 'Deities ( whereof Yarro and Heſjod reckon up a 
parcel of 30000) wanted his Preiſt to ſerve ar the Altar, but their 
great Gods were not content With a few , Fapiter, Mars, and Ro- 
mulus had ever good ſtore , who lived in great ſtate . Strabo re- 
counts a thouſand Hierodouliſts belonging to the PrieSts of 
Belloza , 1. 12, Geogr, Now the very light of nature did dictate 
this equitable rule tothem that thoſe who ſerved at the Altar 
ſhould be maintained by it. Hence we find * vaſt allowances 


vinat. Dionifs. q2de them, with {tanding demeanes ; and Tithes too , not oc- 


Halyc. 


calion:11 , and tro Herenles alone, but conſtant , but to all-, which 


* Brentius in cuſtoMe Many conceive they borrowed from the ancient Patri- 


Levit, 


archs , t the ſons of Noah ſpreading it among the Nations, the 
: | Devil 
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Devil ever Apeing the true Relligion . I ſhall nor at preſent en- 


 quire after more then the Greeks and Romans ,who ſucceſſively 


ſvated the world,and for the former of them Harpocration 1s Wit- 
nefle Z)G- iy *EMn oy Jes ort]as fs merrvoutror mars Seols nahi” 
ery, joyn'd ro taat of Call:machns "Aana To appierits Sexc]n- 
@5gor ates dmpyus Tiumb]ai,---Then for the Romans, YVarro,Cato, 
Plutarch in Lucallo, Livy of Camillas , 1, 5. have invincibly de- 
monſtrared ir robe their practiſe, If any man deſires to ſearch fur- 
ther, he may find P/izy affirming of the Sabears , that it was not 
Llawfull ſor the Merchants to diſpoſe of their Spices and Perfumes 
untill che Preiſts had ſer apart the tenths for their God Sabre, 

I ſhall nor inlifſt upon that of Feſtus, Decima queque Veteres Dirs 
ſurs offerebart becauſe Scaliger and'Selden except againſt it,though 
I think without any ground ; but conclude this Parzgraph with 
chat of Fumns Paral, l, 3,6, 7 Decime jure omni poſt hominunt me- 
moriam Deo fuerunt ſacre. Thus the very Gentiles , who had net 
che lay, were yet by nature dire&ted to doe the things of the law. 
But boy only glanced ar this , it being ſo copiouſly handled 
in others. 


So, ————— 
P 


CHAP. III. 


Church Revenues long untouched, C. Martel the firſt thit 
invaded them , but ſoon ſeconded by Henry the Eight 
and others, though moſt unhappily. ; 


| 9 ſome 100 of yeares the Church Demeanes were look'd upon 
as ſacred , and Tithes an eſtate entailed upon thoſe that at- 
rended rhe Divine ſervice. And how durſt any earthly power 
attempt the cutting off that which the King of Kings had ſerled 
by a perpetuall At, and never to this day reverſed- or null'd. 
During all the Leviticall Adminiſtration, though we meet with 
many of the Rulers deſperately wicked , yer {till they retained ſo 
much reverence toReligion,that none arrived to ſuch an height of 
Impiety in their greatelt exigences , as with a ſacrilegtous hand to 
couch theſe holy things. Under the Goſpel , C, Martel 1s _ 
e 
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ded to be the firſt that led the dance, and taught Chriſtian Prin- 
ces this crying fin, The occaſion thus , as tis recorded by Gagan 


. 3.p. 43. Upon the Inundation of the G oths , Vandals and other | 


barbarous Nations into Chriſtendom , the bowells of the Clergy 
yearning towards their diftrefſed Brethren, they were willing in 
ſuch a jun&ure to morgage the belt part of their Revenues to 
furniſh this famous Warrior with an Army to ſuppreſſe rhe Bar- 
barians,upon ſolemn promiſe, and oath of reſtitution (with advan- 
rage) when the danger was over, But Sword-men are not. eaſily 
held by ſuch weak obligations : ſor having once got them into 


his clutches, and tafted the ſ\veet of ſofat a morſel, being drunk ' 


with ſucceſle, he divided them among(t his Victorious Legions. 
Hine noſtre lacryma, hence the Church may date the original of 
her ruine. For the gap being opened, there wanted not prophane 
Spoilers enough to follow the ſteps of this bold leader. Now tis 
bur a ſhort cut from Calls ro Dover ; and this example eafily 
wafred over that Straight. Several attempts were made againſt 
the Clergies wealth, bur none took till Hep. 8, who had too much 
occaſion to quarrel with rhe Monks and Friars, in whoſe 
Cells and Cloiſters , the blindneſſe and fupertlition that 
reigned from the ninth to the thirteenth Century , had placed 
all Devotion : though however Monalteries were then abuſed, 


and are nov lookt upon with prejudice, yer in the Primitive 


times they were the * Seminaries of Learning and Religion; and 
under this notion are ſo much cryed up by the Antients. Now 
che King finding many Tithes converted, and appropriated to 
theſe Houſes ( which ſome conceive to be one main cauſe of their 
doynfal) being carried away by the error of the times, and tran{- 
porred by paſſion and covetouſneſs, never thought of refloring 
them to their proper owaers, bur politickly concluded the bell 
way to ſecure all was to ger the whole Temporalties and Re- 
venues of Religious Houſes,by A& of Parliament eſcheated to 
the Crown,which was ſoon hudled up.Next. that the Laity might 
be the moreengaged to ſtand by him, and oppoſe Rome, he was 
content they ſhould partake in the ſpoiles, and ſo divided them 
amongſt his Nobles, with a prodigal hand diſtributing as freely as 
he received. In this fotall Deſolation, ſome reckon there 
were {allo.red vp nolefle than 6.45, Monaſte:ies, 96 Colledges. 
LT 
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I 1oHoſpitals,2 374 Chanteries and Free-Chappels,to which may 
be added 3800 , and odde impropriate Churches , to this day 


nw 
Hift. Ecclef. 


maintained by pitifull Arbicrary Penſions , though his Sacted Spelmer. 
Majeſty , as becomes a true Nurling-Father, has already taken Tizher, 


it into his Religious care, to make better proviſion for ſome , and 
tis hoped will proceed to perfeR fo good a work. | 

T he great Oracle of our Law,my Lord Cook, complaines much 
of this alienating Abby-Lands, and Caich twas every goo1 man's 
wiſh, that their Revenues , and Impropriate ] ithes, had been 
converted rather for the advancement of the Church , to a better 
maintenance of the labouring, and deſerving minifry, Releife of 
the Poor, and ſuch pious uſes, which would {till have retained a 
CharaRer of their Devotion, that firſt dedicared them , and pre- 
vented the Scandall, and Cbloquy thereby brought upon Religi- 
on, All the world being amazed at ſuch impiery , and the ma- 
ny glo:1ous PrejeRs urged in Parliament, to colour the Aﬀtion, 
which we have recorded, 1z/t.B. 4.p. 44, coming to juſt nothing, 
the burthen of the Subje being afcerwards rather increaſed,then 
lefſlened. I am none of thoſe that dehire to pry into the ſecrets 
of the Allmighry,much leſfle to give ſentence with the bold Ro- 
maniſts,bur tis ſomewhar obſervable that though Henry the Eight 
lefr an hopefull Progeny behind him , One Sonne , andTwo 
Daughters, ( aud if multitude of Wives would have done it , might 
have had many more ) yet in a feiv yeares there remained not one 
of his ſeed to fit on the Throne of Exg/and, - The righteous God ; 
many times viſiting the finnes of the Father, upon the Children, 
And ifa curious eye would bur run over the Liſt of thoſe Cour- 
tiers and Grandees, enriched by the ſfpoiles of the Church,ic will 
ſoon be diſcerned the bleſſing of the Lord went not with them ; 
n1-ny notable Judoments b:eaking in upor! moſt of their Perſons 


Families, or E-ftates. The great Ring-leader Marte/sifſue laſted Sec Wolſeys 


nor beyond the Third Generation , and Cardinall Wolſey , who © 


began with rhe ſmaller Covents, did not hold up his head long 
after, bur ſoon declined in the Royall Favour, and cameto an un- 
happy end. ' Stamſlans Secolovins takes the Trrkes fuccesfall-In- 


vaſion of Hurgary , tobe a Judgment upon that Naticn, fot their p 


ife, 


Oration. Stare * 


.7.de Bell. 


undervaluing the Clergy, and{eizing -upon- their' Temporalties. $,,, 


And Gl, T yriz#s 1mputes the diſmall blow-giverrto the Templars 
C fortunes 
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fortunes to hve proceeded from their detain'ng Tithes , and in- 
vading the Glebe-Land of the Church, Whoſoever deſires to ſee 
more of this nature may be furniſh'd at large in Bredenbachius de 
Sacrileg. Vindic, & Per, fo true is that of Solomon, It is a ſnare to 
4 84n to devour that which is holy, Prov. 20, 25. Ler no manthen 
imagine that eftare will long proſper, which is purchaſed by rob- 
bing of God. For (alvis himſelf , files Tirhes , Cods proper 
Righr,a Sacred and Kozall Tribute, which he appointed to be ga- 
rhered in his own name, to ſilence murmurings. Com. iz 27 Lev, 
p. 2+ God is the great Land-Lordof the world, the Earth 3s hrs, 
Pſal. 24. 1. N:ze parts he has Farmed our to the Sons of Men,the 
Teath he requires as a Reſerved Ret , and Acknowledgment thar 
they hold it of him , appointing heretofore the F irlt-born , then 
the Levites, and now the Preachers of the © oſpel his Stewards, 
and Receivers. 

I ſhall not here nicely debate the Tenure of Tirhes , many 
learned perſons plead the Fs Drivinum of them, and modelty will 
|| Ck L' Eveſ- allgiv me to gothus farce that they can ſhew a fairer title roir, 
2g Winch. then ſundry other things that rigidly pur in for ir. Tis molt 

at clear , our Lay is point blanck , * D:ſmes ſont choſes ſpirunels, & 
due de Fure Divine, 

. Bur lerGoſpel or Law ſay what they will,too many to this day, 
obſtinacely. detain the Lords Portion as their juſt Pofleſſion, given 
to, 0x. bought by their Sacrilegious Anceſtors, of ſuch,vho many 
fear,vill at laſt, hardly juſtifie their Authority 1n ſelling,and alie- 
nating, or ſecure the Purchaſers. Then ({aveat Emptor , all Lawes 
eſteem the detainer of ftolne Goods , little berter then the 
Theif. Nay ſome plead Preſcription , and think that 100 years 
quiet Poſſefhion , is a ſufficient Title , but Nu/lum Tempus occur- 
zis Regn, The King of Heaven cannot looſe his Right by time, 

Spelm. de non ſpecially when ſo many of his Meſſengers , have often in their 

Tem, Eccl, Maſters name put in Exceptions , and made Demand. Tis a 

Sclater, Mott= jyqped Caſe, Dominium transferre non poteſt, qui ipſe Dominus non 

bagaes&eC eh. [Now when things are Once (onſecrated to God 5 the property is 
:1ue/ted in him, And who is fo bold as to enter the Liſt with rhe 
All-mighty 2 can his heart endure, or his hands be ſtrong in the 
day thar God ſhall plead with him ? 

Others comfort themſelves with rhis,that though a private = 

on 
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ſon cannot revoke his gifc, yet the. PublickMagiltrate,& the Poly 
of the Nation may doe much, I muſt not be too buhe in ſtating 
this tickliſh point ; yer, merthinks, Reaſon ſeemes to ſuggeſt, that 
when once the Supreme Powers , have by their conſent , ratified 
ſuch a Donation, as in this caſe it has been done over and over, 
ir may be judged 7 antamonrt, and they equally engaged ; bur as 
I dare not condemn,ſo I cannot abſolve,unleſle witn-the late Earl 
of Pembroke, I (hauld aſcribe Omnipotexcy to a Parliament, Tis 
ſufficient to me, that the (04 of Heaven has enacted a -peremp-= 
tory Decree, Ezech, 48.14. which all that fear him will be reg- 
der to tranſgreſle, that which 1s once holy, Can no more become alie- 
»able, eſpecially ſince Interpreters generally take this Vihion ro 
concern the daies of the Mefliah. 

I know there have been many conſcientious perſons, who have 
trembled ro touch theſe hollowed things,and have in *renderneſs * amongft 
reſtored rhe Churches Patrimony,which their daring Progenitors others that 
feaſed upon. The Lord remember them in the Great Day of Eminent Pa» 
Account, and increaſe their number, that @harch-Robbing'may *©9N _—_ 
not ſtill be che fin of Exgland ; which,though an Earthly Tribu- kaion, chi ” 
nal may acquit men of, yer there #5 a Conrt of Conſcience, another 1,o5d Scude- 
Impartal Bar, that all muſt appear before, where the Judge is a more has late- 
Patty, You have robbed me, Mal, 4. And let not that known Rule ly difpr = 
be forgotten, Nox remittitur peccatum, ms Reftituatur ablatum. —_— p 
Bur enough of this, if not too much. —  —| ' to Tithes, ſe- 

| 2 angel 7s ,. veral of his 

Lands at Abby-Dore in Hereford ſhiere. LLantony in Glocefter-ſbiere, &c- a WorthyCopy 
for others to write afrer, Nor does there want matter for their Charity, 
Allthe Revenues of the *Templars,Hoſpitallers, Knights of Sr, Fohn of Fera- * Rebuffus de 
ſalem,with the whole Order of Ciftercians,&c, being by Papal Diſpenſation, Decim. Gre-+ 
which ſtill holds, wholly exempted. | £07. Thole{an. 
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CH AP. IV, 


Pretences of Reformation. Obje@ions from Scripture 
anſwered, Many Inconveniences attending the Clergies 


Poverty, 


Know the great Pretence, and Cloak for Sacriledge has been, 

and flill is, to reduce Religion to the Primitive Parity ; bur 
the event moſt commonly, 1f not ever, has proved it tobe no 
other, then to brig the Clergy to the Primitive Poverty. Lud Vives 
in his Com. upon S. Auſtin, de Crone. D, tells us,that Ceres Prieſts 
pur on a Coat the day of their Initiation, which they never lefc 
off till ſuch time, as ir was ſo ragged, that ir would no longer 
hang to their backs. And if Spiritual perſons were left to ſome 
mens allowance, this would be their Portion, and yeceſſity would 
conſtrain them to faſt, and pray. Certainly it is a ſhameful blor 
that will never be wiped off from our Reformers, that inſtead of 
redrefling grievances, and removing corruptions in Feligion,they 
have ill unhappily fallen ro plundering Church Revenues, Thus 
"was in Germany, Sweden, Denmark,, and I wiſh England could 
be left our of the Catalogue. I am aſhamed thus to uncover my 


: Mothers nakedneſle, and thar theſe things ſhould be publiſhed 
'In Askelon ; bur they are too notorious, ated in the face of the 


World. And I ſcarce have heard or read of any Reformation 
free, except that of Wittenberg, who contracted leſſe guilt then 
their neighbours, imploying molt of the demoliſhed Abby-Lands, 
in other publick and Religious uſes. So that I may complain 
with the Father, Nox Pietate everterunt Idola, ſed avaritia, And 
1f it be layful to ſpeak ir, I muſt needs ſay it has been ofren my 
fear, that too many were inſtrumental in, and rejoyced art the 
Extirpation of Popery,for no other reaſon, then rhat ir made way 
Hrrhair Sacriledge,and if danger of looſing their ill gotten goods 
id not terrifie, they would as little be troubled ar its re- 


urn. 
ed 


Put the thread-bare excuſe for all is, That they were beſtow 
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in dark times,and to ſuperfiicious ends : ſhould IT grnt the whole, 
which I ſhall have more occaſion to ſpeak ro in the fallowing 
Chapter ; yer I am half afraid, that the zg-orart Superſtition of our 
boxntifull Anceſtors, will tad more favour tn the great day of reckon- 
ing, then the knowing Sacrileage of their Penurious Poſterity, I con- 
feſſe, *ris matter of wonder to me, that any enutous eye ſhould 
refine ar the large Revenues of the Church, which the Libera- 
liry and Magnificence of Princes, and other BenefaQors have 
beltowed upon ir, Did their Purſes pay for it, there might be 
ſome reaſon for murmuring ; but when none are oppreſſed, none 
injured, many thouſand Tenants gratified by good Leaſes, and 
the hungry bellies of the poor relieved by the full Tables of Ec- 
cleſtafticks, ic ſpeaks an unworthy ſordid fpirit, to deny others 
Liberty to exerciſe that Charity, which their covetuouſneſle will 
not permit. Who will grudg them a plentiful maintenance, that 
freely receiving, freely give ? 

Bur ſome infilt much upon the poverty ofChrift and hisApoltles, 
which they very zealouſly commend as a pattern for Preachers of 
rhe Goſpel, exempring all other orders of men, and priviledging 
them from this ſtrinefle. Excellent Doctrine! which allows ſo 
fair a liberty to the generality of Profeſſors, as nor concerned to 
imitate this grand Exemplar, nor obſerve his rigorous Injun&- 
ons of leaving all, and following him. 

But may ir not as rationally be concluded, if his life reſpected 
no other then thoſe that immediatly attend his Worſhip, his pre- 
cepts reach no other, that no other ſhall receive benefit by his 
Death , no other be ſaved by him. Though this conſequence will 
hardly be granted, which yer undeniably follows from the Premi- 
ſes.Indeed we have a Command, Luk,g. that the Diſciples ſhould 
polleſle neither gold, nor filver, no mony in their Purſes, not two 
coats, neither ſhoves. So thar if the Lerter muſt be ſuck to, why 
are not all Preachers, by vertue of this, injoyned to go #aked,and 
barefoot, May we not therefore ſafely believe, that many of theſe 
Precepts wete onely Perſonal, and Temporary; as thar, Go not 
z4to the way of the Gentiles, but to the loſt ſheep of rhe houſe 
of Iſrael - and ſalute no man Which all but the Quaking Priz- 
ciples acknowledge to be no longer binding. If then there be 


any force in thoſe Allegations, they equally belong to all _ 
ave 
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have given up thetr names to Chriſt ; and cannot be reſtrained t6 


the Clergy alone : for 1f want and poverty were to be theirconti- 
nued portton,tivas madneſs in St.Parl to require them to be lovers 


of Heſpitality,Tit. 1.8, Which they can exerciſe only in good wiſhes. 


Again, is there no difference berween rhe Apoliles and us,that 
their pra&tiſe is ſo much urged ? They had ſuch immediate affiſt- 
ance, that there was no need of Rudy for their Preaching,whereby 
they had leaſure enough to fih,and make Tents for a livelihood : 
but Ours are forced to pore upon Books, to meditate, write, and 
all hardly ſufficient to ſearch out the deep myfteries, which coſt 
rhem no pains, the Spirit ſupplying the place of all. Now to 
make amends for thoſe Extraordinary Qualifications, and abun- 
dant meaſure of Spiritual Graces, wherewith they were furniſhc 
above us, it hath pleaſed the Lord of the Harwefh, in theſe later 
daies, to raiſe up Chrilitan Maglittrates, to affift and encourage 
his Laboyrers,and appoint them a more ſerled plentiful allowance. 

Others mutrer that Affizence ts a great Temptation, and expoſes 
them to Pride and Luxury. For this ler experience judge whe- 
ther many times Dvzogezes prove not more ſupercilious then 
Plato, there be not as much inſolence under a Freeze- Jerkin, as a 
Velver Jippo, a Geneva Rocket, as an Epiſcopal Caſſoch, 
Nay there are ſome Scores will be ready to depoſe, that wirh- 
in theſe fer years, they ſaw as lirtle Humility, and as much Volup- 
tuenſneſſe'in ſome ordinary Heads of (olledges, and Paſtours of Con- 
gregations, ( cxteris paribus) as ever was charged upon the late 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, or any that enjoyed the fat See of 
Wincheſter, Let not any one miſtake me as a Patron of idleneſſe,or 
an Advocate for the Luxury of ſpiritual perſons, God,and my Con- 
ſcience bear me witneſſe, how much I abominare ſuch a thought; 
all my fear is,that beggery, and the ſordid competency, which ſome 
men talk of and projeQ, is the readieſt way ro uſher in Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſſe. For poverty of Preachers brings them into 
contempt ; and when once men begin there, rhe next ſtep is to 

_ deſpiſe * Religion ir ſelf. Infomuch, that ir may confidently be 

* Spir-woed Tn. a ffirined, there is nothing 'more diſhonourable to the Goſpel, or 
Congullus. q;:dvantageous to the happy progrefle of it, then the lory con- 
Girion of 1ts publiſhers. PerfeRion 1s not here to be expe&ed,the 

holieft men are fill fleſh and bloud, and do we not every hour ſee 
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it before our eyes, how much want depreſſes the ſpirit, and cools 
zeal, A poor Preacher, that has a large Family to maintain, will 
hardly take the courage to reprove a boſome vice, in his Lordly 
Patron, and viſſolute Pariſhioners z if he lives upon their Tren- 
chers, and mult ſtand ro their allowance, many faults muit be 
winked ar, and a fair conſtruction put upon foul miſcarriages, But 
when able parts, an upright converſation, and ſuitable revenues 
meer, that a Pattour can as well give, as receive courtefies, and 
not depend upon the Bexewolexce of his people z with what au- 
thority can ſuch a man deliver himſelf : his Do&rine is imbraced 
aS an Oracle, for, (as one notes) tis an errour that will never 
be beaten out of the pates of the Vulgar , who imagine 
wiſdom alwaies to go hand 1yhand with Riches and Power ; and tis 
a complaint as old as Solomon, that the poor wiſe man, with all: his 
wiſdom, 1s deſpiſed, Eccl, 9.15, May it not rhen juſtly be feared, 
that poverty of the Clergy will beger a dull and ſtupid irreve. 
rence in the minds of ordinary perſons ? Majeſtie it ſelf being 
apt to be {lighted and trampled upon, when deflitute of its accus 
| ſtomed ſtate : and our Judges find, theres nothing does ſo much 
| purchaſe them the Cap and Knee of the trembling mulricude, 
as their Robes, Pomp, and Grandeur. Sure I am, tis one of the 
| greatelt ſcandals to the Papiſt,to ſee the Magnificence and Splen- 
| dour of their Prelates, and the meanneſſe, I had almoſt ſaid beg- 
gary, of ſome of ours. And, though the power of Religion 
does not conſiſt in theſe externals, yer ſomething muſt be allowed 
ro ChriStian Prudence, which may well ſuggeſt rhis ſeaſonable 
advice to our Governours, to reſtore God his own, who gave Ce- 
ſar his. Hierouym.de (evalles is my Author,thar if a true eſtimate 
were made of all the SpaniſhTerritories,'rvould be found the Ec- + p,j4, qu; 
cleſiaſticks poſſeſt near as much, if not more, then the Seculars, x,1p.q 
* Boterus goes a ſtep farther, who has a conceit, Thar for the Reve- Brerewood 
rence and Wealth this nation beftowed upon the Clergy, God gave Eng. : 
them the Indian Mines, And their vaſt Demeaſnes in Germany, 2 _ 
France, Italy, Poland, &c, almoſt ſurpaſſe belief, For the Eaſtern xCeqren.p.638 
Churches,if Hercules may be meaſured by his foot,the riches of Ed.Par. 
the ancient GreekParriarchs,may be conjeRured at by one *Theo- * Codin 
phylatt, who kept a ſtable of 2000 Horſes, with all other things _— - 
anſiverable, and by the multicude of their *Officials,recorded in Confant, " 
unqueltionable Hiſtorians, Then 
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Then for the great plenty and Luſter they formerly lived in a- 
moneglt us, we may judge by one Metropolitan :illam Warham 
A. 1504 , when no lefle a Peer then the Duke of Buckingham 
was his (teward, and cheife Butler riding before the firſt Meſſe 
wich his white ſaffe ar the Archi-Epiſcopal Inchronization. And 
the many ſtately Fabricks of Pallaces, Churches, Colledges, Ho- 
ſpitals &'c, built by their purſes , ſtand Eternal Monuments of 
cheir Noble Minds , and to upbraid the Ingratitude of Poſterity. 
For nov tis gro vn rhe reproach of our F eformed world, that for 
the molt part they have taken up the Niggardly Opimon of that A- 


poltate Diſciple , who thought all ro be walte that was beſtowed - 


on Chriſt in ſuch a ſort , and would wake the ſir: Rule of meer 
neceſſity an adequate proportion for the great Supraviſours of ſouls, As 
if the bountifull hand of God which has dealr fo liberally with all 
other Degrees, was only {traighrned rowards his o \n Inheritance, 
Is it not (trang in a C hriftian Kingdome , to ſee every half-witted 
ſhallow-braina Fellow of an other profeſſion, leap tnts a Conſiderable 
Eſtate , purchaſe the laſting Inheruance of ſome 1000, withoxt the 
leaſt emvy or cenſure ; and yet the petty Salary of tO, or 100 per Az. 
grudged the Nobleſt, and beſt-furniſhed Souls the Earth beares, 
Twas the ſaying of a wiſe States-man , that Scandalous CM arnte- 


nance makes Scandalous Miniſters, and what pityfull Sots many. 


grow by reaſon of ſhort Stipends , be.oming obnoxious to the 
Scofts and Derifion of Prophane ones , experience ſadly reſtifies. 
Afluredly then,if-a man ſhould make a Covenant with Hell, Con- 
traft withSatan to ſupplant the kingdome of Chriſt , he con!d not 
proceed 11 a more hopefull method, then to drive his Miniſters to Diffi- 
Calnies , and Straights, I can ſafely profes mv ſelf as licle a Freind 
to Rome, as any perſon living , yer can 7 not but commend this 


' vertue in an Enemy. AndI rake the Splendour, (I had almoſt 


ſaid) prodigall Maintenance of their Clergy , tobe the greateſt 
ſupport and Pillar of thar long-tottering Structure, Now 1s 1t not a 
reproach to a Nation profeſſing the purity of the Coſpel, that the 
Idolatrous Maſſe-Munger amoneg(t the Romaniſls, and the Pagan 
Sacrificers ſhould receive a more ample and honourable allowance 
then the Faithfull Servants of the true God. Nor need any one 
dread the Clergies growing too rich if theRevenues were as large 
againe, Since Hoſpita.ity and Charity are two Prizcipall Qualifica- 

1051S 


Clergies Revenucs. 


tjons required at. their hands and due from them; theſe will keep 
them low enznoh, and prevent their Purchaſing, To ſay nothing of 
the Dilapidations,and deplorable ruines in ſo many late flourith- 
ing Cathedrals, and other ancient Files, which ate lnking , unleſs 
ſupporred by their Munificence. Nor to mention their chargea- 
ble Educaion in the Univerſities, Which commonly eates out nioft 
of their Portions, the expences of Bookes , 600 Pound being ſoon 
conſumed in purchaſing an indifferent Library of ſome choice Author's 
zn each kind, as many have'made appear. Nor laſtly to rake no- 
tice of crazy bodyes the 1 pidemicall Fare of moſt hard Students, 
whereby they are enforced to more then ordinary charge of Phy- 
fck,mnd other neceſſaries. And if their providence has not laid 
up againlt ſuch a lorme , (Which conſidering the premiſes, and 
cheic ingenuous manner of living cannot rationally be expeced) 
both they and theirs, muſt look to encounter Hunger, Nakedneſs, 
and ſuch like hardſhips, or (which goes nearer then all rhe relt to 
a generous heart) turn Profeſ® Mendicants, Moſes made better Pro- 
vition for his O1d Teſtament Lewites,wvhen it deſcended as an In- 
hericance ro po!!crity, when Age was excufed , a Diſpenſation be- 
ing given after 50 yeares, the Gray-head taken care of , Wido.vs 
ſupporred, and the Children (unleſs impotent) ever ſucceeding 
che Parents in the ſame Imploymenr. Bur under the Goſpel, the 
poor Pittazce allotted dyes with the Incumbent, the Funttion _—_ nor 
Corfized to one Tribe or Family , but any Perſons duely qualified are 
gladly adnntted, whereby many times & Progeny of ſeverall eminent 
Worthres in the Church, that thought their Lives not dear for the Te- 
ſtimouy of Jeſus, whoſe Charitable hearts towards the poor Members 
of Chriſt wonld not ſuffer them to hoord up , have been expoſed to in- 
4merable difficulties, the Publick, never regarding them , one of the 
Fouleſt Spots in the Fair F ace of our Reformation. And our ſhame 
full zeglet hereia, does in a Politicall Sen ſe mach juſtifie that Do- 
ct:ine of Devills, F orbiddirg the Clergies Marriage, 
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CHAP. V. 


Some harſh expreſſions concerning the Clergies Kevenues, 
inthe Writings of the Antients,and ModernReformers, 
examined. | 


Is confeſled, we meet with many bitter InveRives dropping 

from the Pens of ſome of the Primitive Fathers abour this 
Subje&t. Bur if their words be well weighed by an unbiaſſed 
Reader, and one place compared with another, it will appear, 
cheir heat was not azainſt the Revenues of the Church, which 
in cold blood they ever commend, bur the abuſe of them, the 
Pcide,Coveruouſneſle, an1 Luxury of che Clergy, which miny 
cimes are unhappy Conſequents,no neceſlary EffeRts of Plenty,and 
good Lays may much,if not wholly reſtrain them. For that comon 
Sentence,which is almoſt worn our,being ſo frequent in the mouth 
of every Ideot, Hodie venenum infuſum eſt in E ccleſram,who knows 
bur ir might be a device of the Old Serpent, to nip the tender 
buds of growing charity in thoſe early times, for Saten was never 
more concerned to put his wits on work then now, when all 
things ſmiled upon the Church, whoſe flouriſhing 1s ever unwel- 
come news to him, Ar beſty(if ir be not feigned,bur a teal voice) 
I take it to be no more then a Divine admonition, or the Rap- 
ture of a Devout ſoul breathizg out 1ts fears, what night be the 
iffue of ſo ſuddain, ſo great a change. For as it may prejudice the 
ſight to be bronght preſertly our of a dark Dungeon,to the bright 
Rayes of the Sun - or after long Famine, to be- admiitred to a 
full Table of delicate Viands may hazard a ſurfeit ; ſo danger 
might well be apprehended,to come 1mmediarly out of the depths 
of perſecution,and miſery, to a glorious Liberty, and the height 
of all earthlyAtrainments.But whatever miſcarriages then enſued, 
cannot with any colour of reaſon, be pleaded againſt the preſent 
ſtare of our Pritiſh Churches. 

Tis farther acknowledged, that we find no lefſe harſh ex- 
preſſions in our firſt Reformers , the Hiſtory of the A/b:- 
gevſes, the Remains of our own 1ckhf, Huſſe, &c, "_— - 

Vealth 


Clergies Revenuer, 


Wealth and Grandeur of rhe Glergy, Bur if a man with a diſcern- 
ing eye Will peruſe the Annals of thoſe times, and conhder the 
Ignorance, pomp, and ſloth of thoſe that engrofſed all ſpiritual 
Promotions, (ourt-Paraſites, Popes-Baſtards, (or in the more re- 
fined Italimn Diale&) Nephews, Foraigners vnacquainred with 
the Languzge,ind ſo they might have the Fleece regardleſle what 
became of the Sheep ; when ſuch as theſe devoured all the fat 


of the Land, hid the farreſt Benefices alfigned for Penſions 1n Com - Mate F aris 
mendam ; who can blame «n Ho!y zeal, if it provokt them to a juſt paſſim, 


Tndigaation, who Will not pardon their Patſion, it it tranſported 
them beyond the juli bounds > Thus tis vſual to run from exe 
extream to another, as we ſee ſome of the Fathers, by their 
over-vehe ment diſputes againſt Pelagius, Furyches, &c. make way 
for the contrary errors : there being no other means to get a 
crooked fiick ſiraighr, but by bowing 1t as much the other way ; 
though I hope no wiſe man will plead to have 1t alwaies kept ſo. 
Let not thereſore any ſuffer themielves to be deluded, and impos» 
ſed upon by ſuch Quotations, or the practiſe of ſome good men 1n 
choſe impoveritht perſecuted ages,which onely can juſtify and ex- 
caſe their actings 3 who ſothey might but rus Counter ro Kowe, and 
undermine the high-fed Abbots,and gorbellied Monks, cared not how 
ſlaviſhlychey (tooped ro liveheggerly upon theAlms of theirHear- 
ers, eſpecially when they found rnis a pleaſing Do&rine, plauſible 
with the covetuous multitude,who for the moſt part are willing to 
go the cheapeſt way ro Heaven, and therefore cryed it up, as the 
true Apoſtolical manner, This ſelf-denial of theirs, and Compli- 
ance with the preſent exigences has begot ſuch dangerous opinions 
in the minds of ſone, and by the ſubrle contrivance of Saran, 
willing tro1mprove any advantage, brought ſuch a ſnare upon their 
Succefſours, thit manv poor innocent perſons often urge zheir 
example for a pattern,and would fain reduce all to that model, never 
confidering what a vaſt difference our Gracious God, who diſpo- 
ſes of Times and Seaſons has put between theirs, and ours, borh 
in reſpect of Preachers,and Hearers. Bur if the people of -this 
Nation (by Providence) thould be reduced to ſuch extremities,I 
hope their Miniſters could be content cheerfully, and 
wirhout repining to ſuffer with them : iz the mean while, 
reaſon, and gratitnde require they ſhould partake in the common hap- 
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pineſe. Now | fay, if ſuch ccnfiderations did not. prevail 
with mc ſhould be ready to tax che imprudence of tnoſe eminenc 
Worthics in betraying the Priviledges and Revennes of the Goſpel, 
which Cariit himſelt,by an icrepeateable Charrer,has ſetled upon 
his Miniſters. 

I dare not deny bur ſome holy men have f]ighted Honours,and 
thar Portion due to their Calling our of ſincere Principles, and 
a eood meaning , who yer have lived to repent ther ecrour, 
(though not able to redrefſe ir ) when they have ſeen hoy 
much the Church has thereby ſuffered, and religion been damni- 
fied. Witneſſe Lather * who ſadly complains, Ego pro meo ſtipen- 
dio Annuo tantum novem antiquas Sexagenas habeo,preter has ne obo- 
lu quidem aut mihi, aut Fratribus e Crntate accedit, A brave 
Reward for ſuch matchleſſe deſerts ! and if ſo happy an Inſtru- 
ment of Emropes Reformation, ſo valiant a Champion, who f:ngly 
oppoſed the United Poer of Rowe and Hell, found no better 
uſage, what might other Punies expeR, if they were left to the 
frozen charity of this griping Age. Certainly rhey had all 
necd make it part of their dayly Letany, to be delivered from 
ſuch unmerciful Taskmaſters. Nor was this his fate only, bur 
Caluin, Beza, Muſculms, Saravia, &c. ofrentimes bitterly be- 


-moane the pirifull allowances of the Reformed Clergy in moſt 


foraign Countries. Though too many may thank themſelves; for 
if it be lawful to ſpeak my thoughts, 1 fear ſuperſtition in ſome 
few, weakzeſſe, and affefting the name of deſpifing the World in moſt, 
have been the principal inducements to relinquiſh that which 
their Bowntiful Maſter beſtowed upon them, and Goſpel Libercy 
allowed them to challenge. Are we not commanded ro honour 
the Lord with our ſubttance, which muſt be performed 12 well 
Stewarding it, not in a careleſs contempt of our unque!.1onable 


 Inherirance, Ler no man therefote hope to build any ſtrong argu- 
' ments upon this Sandy Foundation, or to juſthe their Sacriledge 
by ſuch Writings, and PraRice. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Sacriledge condemned in a ſerious Expoitulation,with the 
Authors of it, 


Ow before I diſmifſe this, [cannot bur a lictle expoſtulare 

matters with our late Church-Robbers; who, tis feared, did 
never impattially weigh that of Rem. 2. 22, when ſo they might 
ly from Popiſh 1dolatry, valued not what Sacred ſpoiles they 
commirted. And {wiſh any that deny a Relative Holineſſe in 
Things, and Places would explain ro us what the Apoſtle meant 
by that word ise9ovan, Sacrileage, thar ſo we may corre all the 
Gloſſaries yet publiſhed, which 7 cannot find 1n the leaſt ro ſmule 
upon, and countenance their Proceedings. Methinks theſe men 
ſhould never read the 47 of Gez. without drawing a bluſh in their 
cieeks,to ſee a prophane Pharaoh,ſparing the Larxds of the Prieſts, 
and raking ſpecial care to provide for their maintenance,allowing 
them a Portion from the Publick (the Quantity of Bread, Wine, 
and Fleſh fee at large in Herodot, Emterp.) when all the reſt of 
Egypt was morgaged, and his other Subjects muſt eicher pinch 
with Famine, or pay dear for Grain. And from this paſſage Aquz- 
nas * collets Sacerdotal Immuiity to be agreeable to natural 
Equity, The Roman Orator * has a remarkable ſtory concerning 
Dionyſias, that taking all the Coſecrated wealth out of the Tem- 
ples of the Gods, he expoſed ir to ſale inthe open Markets, and 
meeting with good ready mony Chapmen raiſed an incredible 
ſum ; bur the Tyrant having better con{zdered of ir, ſoon after by 
Proclamation, ordered all to be reſto:ed upon ſevere Penalties, 
fearing more the guilt of Sacriledge, then the reproach of Injuſtice. 
And well might this be dreaded, if he had knoxnall. Plato de 
Leg. Dzal. g. thought none would be ſo: wretched as to attempt 
ſuch a thing, eſpecially a Citizen : bur if any did, he pronounces 
him &1jeJey Jucnrable, and awards preſent Death, The Roman 
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1:2. Tables ranked ſuch amengſt the moliCapital offenders, Sacrryy, 
Sacrove commendatum qui clepſerit . vapſeritve, Parricida eſto. 
And under the Law there were Attonc: ents appointed for the 
oreate't ſins, Peryury, Uncleaneſſe, Wiurther, and Sacriledge 
through ignorance, Lev. 5. 15, but preſumpruons knowing ſacri- 
ledge ſeems unpardonable, there being uo expration ordered for it. 
You kno'v whoſe Language ris, #ill « mas rob his God? Mal. 3s 4. 
Certainly, the ſo much condemned Jews will riſe in Judgemenc 
againſt this gexeration , Who (though they filched now and then 
in Tiches and Offerings) yer in their createlt preflures never 
toucht the Revenues of rhe Prieſts, nor do any of the Prophets 
(no meal-mouth'd flatterers) chirge them with this Fn : but the 
Levites po:tion, the 48, Cities afſigned them by Foſhnah,(increa- 
fed in after ages, as it ſhould ſeem by the Lit, rt. Chroy. 6. to 
:bove 60.) though of greater emolument, and fir more conſidera- 
ble (put all rogerher) then what our EngliſhClergy ever en;oyed, 
continued entire, and without diminution,or diſturbance to thar 
Tribe, till the fin1l ſubverhon of the Jeviſh State, 
Should we grant theſe Lands had ar firſt been given out of Su- 
perflition, ris nor a blemiſhin rhe Donours incention that will 
make void the Act. If fo there would have been colour enough 
to plunder the Treaſury of the Temple , becauſe che proud Pha- 
riſes (and many ſuch like) caſt in their Offerings , Mar. 12, In 
the 16 of Numb. we have the Cenſers of Corah, and his accom- 
plices (men of the Lords anger and indignation) offered ina rebelli- 
ous finfull manner, yer comminded ro be imployed in ſome holy 
uſes,and not prophaned,becauſe they were once hallowed in being 
dedicated to rhe $od of Iſrael, And rhis Saint Aanſtia recom- 
mends as a pattern to Chrittian Magiſtrates to be imitated in 
aralel caſes. Epr/*. 54. Should we grant the preſent Incun- 
ents had never io much misbchaved themſelves , profuſely 
laviſhing the Churches Patrimony , perverting it tro pro- 
phne uſes , proud backs , and pampered bellies. Yet how had 
Chriſt offended ? whar had he done, that you ſhould deprive 
him of his portion anq1 Trheritance, thoſe ſmall fragments which 
former Covetuouſi2s hid ſpared ? For kxow Ye ſons of Sacri/edge, 


Cools Com, that what you rock from the Church , you took from lum , itheing 


in Mygn.Chars the Tenour of all the old orants Maga Charta, and others, Con. 
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ceſſimius Deo-- - For Cuod datum eff Eccieſie, daturs eft Deo, 

' Ir has made me tre:nbie many atime, when 1 have read in the 
old Charters the dreadf#1! execr ations denounced againſt thoſe that 
ihov'd lay hands on ticſe Devored Things, recorded in Spe/mm. 
Conc. and /ovaſt, Argl.Paſſim, &c.Sure 1 am /Tekemiah one of 
the belt, and greateli Reformers in the world co:.1d not bear the 
alienation of on2 poor Chamber belonging to cae 1rielis 6.13.78. 
ſo farre was he from preying ugon any thing hbiniſelf. And yer 
no Reformation could content ours but an utter depriving tne 
Embaſſadors ofChrilt of their fairett encouragements, If our eyes 
had not beheld, and our eares heard ir,could it be 1imagined,chere 
{ſhould be any in theſe Gaſfel-dayes to repine at rhe wealth con- 
ferred upon the Clergy,and to uſeLanguage much like that of Fe- 


lix Treaſurer to Fultan,ſee in what plemy theſe ſervants of the Son of ygaggehurgi 


Aſzry live, Well I had almoit ſaid that the finof Sacriledge in Cent. 4, 


t:king away the Churches Parrimony cryes lowder in the eares of 
Heaven , then ever did their pride, and luxury in abuting ir. Yet 
am 1 none of tnoſe that will once open my mouth in defence of 
looſeneſs., debauchery , and ſuch Immoralities, which my Soul ab- 
horres equall ro Herejje, But if wealth be ſo apt to corrupt them, 
ler all the Lawes already enaRed be impartially executed, and if 
that be not judged ſuſhcient, ler as ſevere ones be added as rhe 
Wiſ dome of our Senators ſhall think, fit to meet With growing ' diſ- 
orders, and abuſes, I beleive theres none will decline, whatever 
I:full Authority ſhall impoſe. Only tis hoped that peice of Pela- 
g1aniſme is not now revived, that tis impoſſible to be great and 
goed, Rich & Humble, Tis true the poor bladders of mans tainzed 
nature are too Prone to ſwell with a little wind, but God can keep 
the heart low, under the higheſt honours , ſober in the greatelt af- 
fluence. Have we not Foſeph the ſecond perſon in «Egypt, David 
a King , Daniel and Nehemiah Courtiers, and yer their hearts 
right with Cod, their Integrity (till retained. Nor is it poverty 
of eſt2te, but of ſpirit to which Chriſt promiſes the bleſſing, Mar. 
5- There may then he good uſe made of this untighteous Mam- 
79x, for as Wine 15 not evil., bur drunkenneſs , no more are riches 
evil, but Coveruouſnes.Let not any therefore be cheared-by ſuch 
pitifull Sophiſmes,countenanced only by ſome few yyreſted Texts 

of Scripture , and miſunderſtood paſſages of Antiquity, 
et 
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Let me bur ask any conliderate perſon, what we haye gaized by 
all our 2.0. years wandrings? One of the beautifulleſt Iſlands, and 
flouriſhing Churches #n Europe, hath been almoſt ruined by our 
Giddineſ. Let zealous ignorance now confeſſe irs miſtake, and 
by a dutiful Conformity hereafter redeem its errors, Have you 
comfort to look back upon the Deſolations you have made, fo 
many magnificent Churches Levelled ro the ground, ſo many 
converted into Magizines of War, Dens of Thieves, and Stables 
for Horſes,which the poor 1anocent Beaſts have already ſmarted for. 
I dare nor 20 about to fathom the Deprhs of Divine Judgements, 
thoſe waies are unſearchable, and thoſe paths palt finding our : bur 
if we will believe ſome curious Obfervers,theyle tell us, that rhe 
Prodigions Diſeaſe , which has Of lare ſo much raged amonſt Hor- 
ſes, had its Original in the Hoyſe of God, beginning ar the Guards 
in St. Payls, And our eyes have beheld in theſe late Revolutions 
in how eminent a manner the Righreous God has frowned upon 
the grear Stick/ers in Church Lands, declaring in the face of all 
the World, tow much h:s ſoul abhors the covetuons, 

Now fince God has ſmiled upon us, to reſtore our Rulers as ac 
the firſt, ris hoped our wiſe Senators will be careful to wipe ajivay 
thar ſain,and blor, which lies upon our Reformation for altenatirg 
Monaſtick Revenues, and nor adde hn to (in, and iniquity to im- 
quity. Moſt Honoured Patriots, you are the great Repreſentatives 
' of the Nation, whoſe Repure ought to be dear unto you.Be pleaſcd 
then to conſider, Will zt ot be a reproach to a rich, and flouriſhing 
Kingdom, to have a ſtarved maigent Clergy, in a Land of 
Plenty expoſed to Beggery? An injury and diſhonour tothe memory 
of your Religious Anceſtours, and Predeceſſors, who not out of ig- 
norant zeal, and blind ſuperſtition, bur conſcience, but honour to 
the God of their ſubſtance,Confecrared fone portion of their F- 
Nares to his ſervice, and confirmed the Donations of others, not 
only by :aked Votes, but repeated oathes > Now to have all theſe 
Monuments of their Devotion at once ſwallowed up by their $a= 
crilegious Polterity. Or will any be ſo mad for the future,as ro 
become EenefaRors,when there is ſolictle Security in the Publick 
faith of a Nation, Certainly this was one of the ceadlieft blows 
thar for many years has been given to Religion ; what an hin- 
drance has it proved to the-happy progreſte, and ſuccefle of the 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel, what an advantage to the Kingdom. of Satan, making us 
ſink in the Noſtrils of all the neighbouring Countries, alienating 
the hearts of ſundry well-affe&ed, weakning the hands of Friends, 
and {irengthning Enemies? And if the Romiſh Emiſſaries could 


bur have perfected their * Deſign, and compaſſed what they ſo campanelts. 


much tug'd for in our late Troubles, to ruine the Univerities, 
deprive the Clergy of a ſetled Maintenance, and bring them to a 
ſordid Benevolence, they had done their work. How many hopeful 

erſons inteded for Labourers in Chriſts Vineyard, have been here- 
by diſcouraged, their worldly Parents diverting them to more gain- 
full imployments,many Congregations left deſtitute of able Preach- 
ers, Blue Aprous,and Buff Coats tepping up in their rooms, where- 
by ſuch an Inundation of Errours have brake in upon us, that it 
requires 5k:lifull Pilots to keep the Arkof our poor Church from 
Stnking, | 


__ 
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HONOURS 


CHAP. I. 


The Honour of the Sacred FundGion vindicated by Scrip= 
tare, Reaſon, Equity and Fathers. 


LET He ooo: Hogd xo-be treated ofy is he Reſpes 

SI Hon tre this Sacred Fantion, which 
*! the Spirit of God ts not ſparing,or backward in 
aſſerting, knowing the malice of Satan, and the 
depraved Nature of man prone enough to vilitie 
it, And therefore that none might plead 1gno- 
rance,we have repeated Precepts ſcattered up and down in ſundry 
places. In the 2. Philip, 29, the Preachers of the Goſpel are 
commanded to be had in honour; and rT. Theſ, 5,12. to be 
elteemed, and Reverenced vmp ixmetars exceeding abundantly, 
the Original being ſcarce to be expreſſed by aTranſlation.Now the 
orand deſign of all rhis is, chat Chriſt my be acvanced,for the re- 
ſpe& ſhown to the Servant, redounds to the Maſter, who will ore 


day on it, inaſmuch as ye did it unto one of theſe Zirrle Ones, 
Ye 
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ye did it unto me. The Honour and Preferments you conferred 
upon them, I take as done to my ſelf, I wonder what anſwer our 
Clergy-Haters will return to ſuch clear Texts, certainly rhey 
mutt borro.» that Gloſle of rhe Learzed CanomF, Statuimus, i.e. 
Abrogamms : for their praiſe purs no bercer a Comment upon 

' thoſe words of S.Panl, Honoxr thoſe tnat are over you, 7. e. deſpiſe 
them, revile them, and take aivay their mainrenance. Ir has 
oftentimes ſaddened my ſoul, to ſee many who pretend to higher 
Diſpenſations, a more eminent degree of Sanity then rhetr 
Brethren, to place much of their Religion in ſcorning and revi- 
ling the En:baſſadors of ChriRt, as if they did him ſervice when 
they ca{t dirt 1n the face of his Miniſters, But he will art laft 
ove them lender thanks for their prepoſterous zeal. : 

We have the Great Apollle of the Gentiles for an example, 
char boaſting docs not alivates misbecome us: and doubrleſle, if 
ever it were ſeafonable, nov is the time, when this Art of Arts 
the G overameut of Souls, is ſo much trampled upon. Now if the 
Dignity of a Calling may be judged by the uſefulneſſe, of 1tz 
which 1s Pindars Argument for his eeroy wy Pug ; Where 1s 
any thar dares ſtand in competition with this ? Other Profeflions 
are variable like the Moon, ſometimes dark, and ſometimes {hi- 
ning, at certain fits and ſeaſons ſerviceable : this never out of 
date, never to be diſpenſed with. A Souldier is laved, or rather 
feared in War, but diſregarded in Peace ; a Phyſitian's ſeldort 
- courted but in fickneſle, and by crazy diftempered bodies; and for 
I awyers,they are principally looke after, when men are diſpoſed 
ro wrangle ; but theres no Age, no Seaſon, no State of Life that 
does not require, at-leaſt need,the affiſtance. of a Divine. __ 
| 4 gain, if that Profefſion which can produce the moſt Wofthy 
| Perſons engaged init(as Scal.argues)ſhould carry theBell, the day 
is ſurely their own. In ourCorporations here,if aKing be but made 
free of ſuch a Company, the Society preſently yaunt they have 
gained much credit by it : but how many Emperours, Princes, 
and Nodles, may be 1aftanced.in, that have not only liſted them- 
ſelves,bur aRually exerciſed the Office of the Miniltery.Capgrave _ 
recxons up art leaſt a Score of our Britiſh Kings and Queens, that S196 Ep. 
left their Scepters, and betook themſelves ro Religion - in bags pron ; 
thoſe fertile Ages of Royal Saints, Peruſe the holy Re- p.cs, 


SY 
2 COT<S 


Scholia#, Pin- 


dare 
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corus, we have Aelchiſedeck, a King, and a Prieſt, Heb, 7,1 | 
David a King and a Propher : and Solomon, the Wiſeſt of Mor- 
tals, glorying more in the name of a Preacher, then all his 
Royal Tirles. But why ſtand I upon theſe , when Jeſus Chritt 
the King of Kings, the Erernal Son of God, thought it not be- 
lov him, telling us expreſly, Zzke 4. 18. that he was ſent into 
the World, on no other errand, then to preach the Goſpel, Here 
upon earth, a great Perſonage, rhat had bur one only Child, 
would be loath to imploy him in any baſe unyorthy calling : ana 
may we not here ſafely conclude this to be an Honourable Pro- 
feſlion, which rhe moſt Wiſe God put the Son of his Boſoms to, 
Ler me ſpeak a proud word then (at leaſt ſome will judge it ſo) the 
PHiniſtry is an Imployment, that the Nobleſt Peer, nay the greateſt 
Prince upon earth, need not be aſhamed of. Nor let any oze bluſh 
to be of that Prefeſſion, which Adam, Moſes, David, Solomon, ay R 
Chriſt himſelf hath honoured, 
\ 1 ſhall not take notice of thoſe Rhodomontado Vaunts of the brag- 
-ging Cauoniſts, who compare the Clergy to the Sun, and the Lat- 
B ty to the Moon ; Though backed by an eminent *Civilian , who 
artol. Confil. : - Wo err ar Ls ; 
18. f Aligea Pronounces the Sacerdoral dignitygreater then any Secular, Nor. |. 
Coll. 2. doe many of the ancient Fathers come farre behind them, who | 
have very ſwelling expreſſions to this purpoſe. Hear but /gnatius 
St. Joh#'s Diſciple, ise90/v1 Rr 73 aut] a7 i av3euwnros djaloy d in- 
Ep.ad Smymne gy g1x45; the Prieſthood tranſcends every thing amongſt mortals, 
bak. 05.08 And Chryſeſtome Ryles the Clergy Chriſts Deputies or Vice-ge- 
St, Mat, Tents,preſently adding , * 3op yiis Tied rregs Hear © , &) owpdror 
vx: Fc, As much as the Heaven is more honourable then the 
Earth, and Soules then bolies; ſo much is the Spiritual Fun&ion 
more excellent then the Civil. But theſe ſtraines are' ſomewhat | 
Hyperbolical, and muſt be underſtood in a qualified ſenſe , with ; 
ſome graines of allowance, 
| Come to thoſe that ſpeak modeſtly and ſoberly. For the Jewes 
| Joſephus is my Authour, that Intereſt in the ſacred Funion, was 
Foſ.Vit.juxta an unerring argument, of a ſplendid Original, * @omg my' ixds- 
mt. ois aan lis Ecry ruparitag Vmebiocs , 8]w mp" nuiv 1 Ins eco Ins war 
Teole Texwierer fr ives Aapapi]nles, Caſaubon Rops not there, bur 
Exercit. in Will have it to be the » ouly Nobility (when the Line of David was 


Bar. N, s, Eclipſed) all others though never ſo poyerfull , never {o _— 
| eng 
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being lnokt upon as no berter then Pleberaus, Deſcend to Goſpel 
times, (lericatus eff Digntas, ſairh Panormitan, any Relation to 
the Church entitles a man to honour. And he thar reades the Ds. 
geſts, Baſilica, or our own Lambard, will find the meanelt Clergy 
man of no ſmall account amonglt the Ancients ; the principal 
part, v4z, the Biſhops, being all rhe 54xes period ranked among 
the Greater T hanes , and in the Normandaies equal to the Ba- 
rons, 2s Will in its proper place be farther cleared, For Peaſon, 
and common equity do ſeeme to ſuggelt that their condicion is 
honourable , who are immediately ſer apatt ro the ſervice of rhe 
great Ged.We ſee how thoſe are valued that attend upon the Per- 
tons of Princes, and What large Priviledges are granted by the 
* Imperial Edicts ro earthly warriors, and ſhall choſe rhar fight pig. & C24. 
under the Banner of the King of Heaven, for ſuch a 1itle 1s given Paſſim, 
them, 2 Tim. 2, pa[idlar 'Inos Xeite , the ſpirituall militia , be 
trampled upon,and efteemed as the Drofſe , and Refuſe of the Na- 
tion? Tis (trang to ſee how diſdainfully many in our Age think of 
them, and how unwilling they are to place rheir ſonnes to this 
| FunRion,as if it Were 4 ftain to their blood, When yet we read of 
i Eſay of the Royal Line of Judah, and in our own Nation we find 
ihe Ethelwolfe (as Rog. Hoveden) Ethulf, as Mouaſt, Arg. calls him) 
| a profeſt Clergy-man, conſecrated Biſhop of 7/::cheſter , yer el- 
| delt ſonne to K. Egbert, (no petty Prince) and after his Fathers 
] death, ſecond Monarch of the umted Heptarchy A. 837, Come 
lower we have Hevry de Blogs brother to K Stephen Biſhop of the 
ſame See: Geoffry Plantagenet Son to Hen. 2, Biſhop of Lincoln, 
; And rhat I may not waſte time in ſuch inſtances , which might 
| withour number be produced; (ter Fiſhop of Durham of the g, ._ 
blood-R oyall of the Kings of Ireland. Nor did Michael the proud * =" 
' Emperour of R»ſſiatake it to be any diſparagement in this laft 
age, to make his Father Theodore Arch-Biſhop of oſco, Nay Poſſevin. 
the Princely ſtock of F#dah did not look upon ir as any impuratt- 
on , any ſlur, or Alloy to them , to mingle the Royall and: Sa- 
cerdotal blood, for 2 Chron, 22,11, Tis recorded, that Jehozada 
the Prieſt Married the Daughter of King Jehoram , and 2 Kings 
23. 31, A Kings Mother Is ſaid to be the Daughter of a 


Prieſt, | | 
CHAP, 
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CH AP. II. 


A large Tribute of Honour aud Reverence paid by the very 
Pagans ad Mahometans fo their Prieſts, 


Earch the Pagan Records , you'l find rhey thought no Honour 

coo high,no reivard toc great for thoſe that attended the Wor 

{hip of their Idols, Iam almolt afraid ro write what I meer with 

in approved Authours, and thould be ready to diſtruſt them my 

ſelf, bur that I am farisfied they were no Parcies,nor prompred by 

Incerett. Ile begin with Tacrtas, who tells us that amoneglt the 

De AM2rib, old Germans * Sacerdo!iibus, juxta ac Regibus honor habitus eſf,Now 
German. the Grandeur of the world contifts principally in Apparel, Dyer, 
and Houſes, in all which the Prieſts exceeded. We read in Stra- 

bo l. 12. that the Prieſts of (#m24-Pontys twice in a year wore a 

Diadem. Orofizs /. 4. c. 6. relates that the Preiſts of Tercales Ty- 

ris \yere ever clad in purple, and walk'd in publick adorned with 

Crownes. Goe to the barbarous [ndrans , there Varemas aſſures us 

that in Japanihe Preilts are clad in Silk down tothe Ancles,and the 
Bonzius,or Chief Preift regalions afficitar honoribus, Frojus in his E- 

pitiles addes thar they all dwell magnificently,and have very large 

incomes, ' But of this Yitravizs 1s rhe molt proper Judge , who /, 

2. c. $, acquaints us, that the high prieſt among the Tra/lians in 

habired a Starely Royal Palace, Then for their food * D apes Sa- 

Rofinus liares , Obſorart Polla&1bibiter, Epulonum 'Þ ollegium, with their 
Rhodigin, Pontifical Feaſts grew into a proyerb for their Prodigality. In- 
Cicer. Orat. Geed fo univerſally great, and Reverend was the Repuration of 
de Araſp-Reſl« the P:1efthood, that nore on earth might vy with it, being the 
higheſt any Mortal was capable of, the next and immediate Ho- 

nour to a Deity, Under the Law of Nature we do aot mee: with 

many Inſtances of believing Kings, only Melchiſedeck King of 

Salem, 19. whoſe perſon, both Kingdom, and Prieftho94 vere 

unired, Ger. 4. Unlefſe we ſhould adde Fethro, who is promiſ- 

cuouſly (tyled Prince and Prieſt of CAdian, Exod. 2. Now this 

combining together of the two Faunttions, was aftervards com- 

monly 


LY 
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monly imitated by the Heathens : amongtt whom there wa) 
i ever little difference between Prince , and Prieſt ; whence 
ſome conje&ure, that under this - laſt Notion the former 
received Tirhes, for that they were uſually paid him, may 


hs . 
| be gathered from 1. Sam. 8, 15, Servins upon the 3. 

. Ex. is politive for a generall uſance, cMajorum hec 
| erat Conſuetudo ut Rox eſſet etiam Sacerdos , wel Pontifex, 


Whereupon Drogeres in Stobeas laies ir down among the Quali- 

fications of his Compleat King, thar he muſt be 5eampIr dzad3", x; 

Atrgi var isg4c, a good Souldier, a Judge, and a Prie$F, Strabo 1s 

expreſſe L. 5. that in Arima the Kingdome was united 

ro the Prielthood of Diana , in * Cappadocia, to the * Hirt. Bell, 

Temple of Bellozxa, And Fuſtin, amonglt many Fables of the 4{**andr. 

Fews, has this truth, L. 36. that mos erat apud Fudeos ut eoſdem & 

regis, & ſacerdores habeant , twas a received cuſtome with 

them for the ſame perſon to bear both C flices. Dion. Lib. 37. 

enlarges it to all Syr-a, that rias their manner to confound the 

Titles of King and Prielf, The old Eropians, and * Egyptians » yy, FL Eicj 
. £ - . : .D1ENn 

choſe their Kings out of, ar lealt * permitted the Election of prefija riſe 

them to the Colledge of their Prieſts; who ever enjoyed the megift, 


- nextplace of Dignity and power to their Soveraign, * E103 If! 874 * Plato I. de | 

(titers) mdyTa) 7 dT, o) Ser givorTts wart 769 Bacinin TAls 7% A—_ Sica, | 

SeZars of Tas uoias, If theſe generals will not ſatishie, let us 7, ,, "—_ 1 
come to particulars,and rwill eafily be made appear,thart the greats 

f eſt Potentares in the World did not think the P riefthood below | 

| them. Thus :4as, King of Phryzia, was conſecrated to Or- 1 

phers, Fuſtia L, 11. The Lacedemonian Kings did alwaies facri- | 


fice in perſon, Herodot, in Erat, Zenophon records the like of Cam- , | 
b yſes, (urtins of Alexander, and Halycarnaſſ: * ſpeaking of Ronn- £2, (| 
lus,faith, mdv]a S' airs ode Iu; Th Te% 765 S3g Gout , all thar 
concerned the gods ere managed by himſelf.In imitation ofvhom | 
Fulizs, Auguſtas, and all the ſucceeding Emperours, both Pagan | 
and Chriftian,till Gratiazs * dates, retaind the Title of Poxr. Max, * Z0gImus, | 
as may be ſeen in their ſeveral Edigs, and Coyns. Helrogaba,zs 
was not content with a ſingle one, but ro make his perſon more 
Sacred, muſt be created Prieſt of the Phemciuns, Nor mult the Hierodian.l. $5 
poor Tndians he omitted, for in Malabar their very Kings do | 
not diſdain the Q flice of the Bracmans Lopez, Hiſt, Ind, L. 1.c. | 
14. | 


Arab. 


Folit.c.9. 


GabrielSionita 


Ariſto:le. 7: 
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I. 4. And if youl conſult the Epiſtles of Xawier(the late Canonized 
I;dian Apoſtle) youl find the Bozzuz to be generally the ſons of 
Princes and Nobles; Almeida mentioning one that in his time 
was Counſellour to the King. 

Come to the Mahometans we have the proud * Sultan himſelf 
ſo far' honouring the Mfrs, that as often as he comes into his 
p:eſence, he riſes from his ſeat, and according fo their mode, put- 
ting his hand to rhe bteaſt, bows the head in roken of Keverence, 
an honour which he thews not to any ether Subje&, and will 
hardly vouchſafe the like ro the mightieſt Monarch upon earth. 
Neither do the inferi1our Degrees want their due eſteem: for 
after their Aufe:, they have their {adeliſchers, fomewhar reſem- 
bling the Chriſtian Parriarchs,next their Cades anſverable ro our 
Biſhops,then their Santoys & Taliſmans ſvirable to our Presbyrers 
and Deacons, the lo1efſt of whoſe number 1s highly reſpe&ed by 


Elmaiin,}1)ft, he people. 1a, Then for che old Saracezs tis a matter ſuſhciently 


known that with them for ſome 100 of years the ſame Perſon was 
both Prince and Caliph. ; 

I might multiply innumerable inſtances to this purpoſe, bur I 
ſhall nor weary my Reader. Nov let not any envious Momys 
1magine, that all this while 1 drive on a deſign to have this 
revived, and made a pattern for Chriſtians, no, my cnlv meaning 
is to put our Clergy-haters to the bluſh, if they have ſo much of 
wertne left as the Colour, when they ſee. how by the commes conſent 
of Nations,which Tully calls che Law of Nature, the higheſt Ho- 
nour was ever given to the Prieſt. The Prince of Philoſophers lay- 
ing it do'vn for an Axiom, that rwas a work moſt proper for the 
worthielt: Y74 j4wez31,57 4 Gayavooy itpic xg Tt Tor Um 3D 1 TToAs- 
Toy aeewir Taz ys $r&s, No Peaſant, no Artiſan muſt defile 
theſe Sacred things, qmia par eft Optrmum ab Oprimo colt, & 
Summum 4 Summo, there muſt be ſome reſemblance and Analogy 
berween the Maſter and the Servant.And therefore, if ive will be- 
lerve Trigantius,amonglt rhe wiſe Chinors,olim Rex, hodie ſoli litant 
HMagiſtratus primarit, Regmque Proceres : No Inferiqur perſon 
mult come neer the Altar. 
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CHAP. III. 
Englands Reſpe@ to the Clergy. 


TJOr their Nobilicy in our own Nation, Spelman and Lambard, Ss p*/®. Cnc, 
confeſſedly theAbleRRPair ofour SaxonAntiquaries )do avouch, © * **& 
thar the Saxoxs ever reputed the tiſhops equal,and in ſome poihts 
Superiour to their Greater Thines, whom Tofterity call Barons, 
and (as may be ſeen in * Lambard) the Laws of Ethelbert, Ina, 
and c/Ethelſtaz do rate them accordingly, Nay 1n all the ancient * Archaien, 
Charters, the firlt place was ever given to the Spiritual Lords. 
In a Donation of Ethelbert A. 605, to the Monaſtery of S. Perer 
in Canterbury, the firlt wirneſle ſubſcribing 1s Ayſtiz the Biſhop, 
and after him ſeveral Dukes, and Earls. In a Charter of King 
Ina's A.725.t0 the Monaſtery of Glaſſeabury: after the biſhops 
Beorthwald, and Fordred, we hwe WaldFere, Ethelberd, mming 
and Viachelin, the greateſt Peers in tize Nation, putting their 
nunes. Preſently after, in a Grant of Offa's to the Abby of 
Worceſter, As 780, Brordran, Berhtand , Eadbald and Eadbald, 
ro Princes, and two Dukes follow the Liſhops, And at the MonaF. angl. 
ſme Kings Conſecration of St, Albans A.793. no leſle than ten G& 5$pelm, 
Dukes, beſides other Nobles, give- place to the Prelates. Come Conepoſſim. 
Co tn an Age Lower in the Donation of Edgar to the Covent cf 
Gl:ſſeabury, the Biſhops lead, and Elſphere, Oſlac, Ethelwine,three 
Dukes bring up the Rear, And ro make anend in a Charter of 
Edward the Confeſfors,, ro the Monaſtery of Wirchefter, imme- 
diarly after the King ſubſcribed Plegmurd, and Fricheſtan the Bi- 
ſhops, being followed by Erhelwzard the Kings Brother, c/Ethel- 
ſtan, and e/£!fweard, the Kings two Sons; Ordlyf, Oſred, Brorh- 
tulf, Ordgar, and Heethferth Dukes : many more of this Nature 
might be produced our of the fameAurhors,and orhers,as ſtanding 
monuments of rneClergies eminent Repuraxion,& theReverence 
ourReligiousAnceftours bare to their FunAton, And that this may 
nor be thought to proceed meerly from the coptreſie of England, 
a5 in ſome other Caſes tis familiar : We have u.confirmed by Sta- 
= | tute 
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tute 3T. Hey, 8,6, To. where in all Degrees, and Offices are pla- 
cedin Aſſemblies and Conferences, and there the Arch-Biſhop of 
(anterbury,as Primns Par Regni, the firſt Peer of the Kingdom,is 
ranked before all the Nobility, ſeated at the Kings right hand, 
next and immediatly after the Royal Blood,and the Vice-Gerenr, 
and the relt of the Biſhops follow him in their due Precedency 
according to the Dignity andAnciancies of their Reſpe&tive Sees, 
And tis farther obſervable, that they are ever named before rhe 
Temporal Lords in Magna Charta, C harta de Foreſt, &c. Not 
were they ever excluded from the greateſt imployments of Ho- 
nour and Truſt in the Nation. And to evidence that this is not 

fpake wirhour book, 1 ſhall ſubjoyn a Catalogue of Church-men 

{collected out of Malmesbary, Harrſfield, Godwin, Spelman, Iſaac= 
fon, &c.) that have borne all, at leaſt rhe molt Honourable Offices 

of <rate, and (however beſpattered by ſome) diſcharged them 

with much integrity and repute ; Eng/and owing more of its 

kappinefſe ro men of this Calling, then any orher. Though ir 

cannot. be denied, but ſome miſcarriages may here and there be 

found, yer as fey as can be expected in ſuch a multitude: and if 
a man were diſpoſed ro carp, he might without much ſ\vear, 

produce tyvo for one in critically examining any other Profeſſi- 

on. 1 ſhall begin with the Metropolitan, ro whom this Primacy 

juſtly appertains, and take the reſt in order. 


CANTERBURY, 


\Y E find fewer of this See upon the Civil Stage then any 
other; moſt Offices being lookt upon as beloy rhe Archi- 


- 


Epiſcopal Dignity, and therefore a Nobvlsman upbraided Huber: 


- 


with ir,vhen A. 1199.(according to Spt7man,Godwin 93.) he was 
made (C hancellour of 'England,Chief Juſtice, and High Gover- 
four of all the Dominions under King Xich. 1, Afcervards King 
Johns entruſted the fame Prelate with the Government of the 


whole Realm at his pore into Normandy. Walter Reynalds, * 
F 


Chancel. A. 130, Fehn Stratford Chancel. under Edw. 3, and 
when the King invaded France, no perſon thought ſo fir in his 
abſence to: have the Government of the Nation entruſted to 
him, S1mon Iſiip of the Privy Council to Edw, 3. Fohn Stafford 

ro 
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to Hen. 5. Fohn Moorton to Hey, 6, and Edw. 4, But why Rand I 
upon this, when in rrgth ic has been ſeldom kno:n, that any of 
them have been omitred, Nor was this proper only ro the rimes 
of Popery : Come tothe Reformation, we find Cranmer of the Fox Martyr 
Privy Council to Hey. 8. and Edw. 6, and very ative in c1vil mat- 
rers : yet a man ſo averſe to Rome, ſo inſtrumental in planting the Go= 
ſpel, ſo laborious, ſo holy, that a great * Apocalypcal man (and no * grightman; 
friend to the Hrerarchy) takes him to be that Angel pointed at by the Com. 
Spirit of God. Revel. 14. that had power over 'the fire, Under the 
renowned Queen Elizabeth, John Whitgift of the Council, and 
che Government of the Principality of Wales given up to him. 
Tr O-K XK. 

Walter Gray Chancellour under King John, had the Govern- 
ment of the Realm cntruſted to him under Hem. 3. Wiliam de 
Melton ſucceihively Treaſurer and Chancellour of England, A, 
1317. William de Zouche, Yice-Gerent to King Edw. 4. 1346« 

Fohn Kempe A. 1425. twice C hancellour, and Tho, Young Lord 
Prefident of the North, A. 156. , 1992 
LONDON. 

The Epitaph on the Monument of william Bih. of London 
(ſometime fince to be ſeen in St. Pauls) ſpake him one of the 
Privy Council tro the Conquerour. Mawritins Chancellour under 
che ſame King, Enſtachins de Fauconbridge one of Rich, 1, Ju- 
Rices, Chancellour of the Exchequer. 7 rea{#rer of England, 
and twice Embaſf. into France. Her. de Wingham Chancel. under 
Edw. 3. Ralph Baldoc under Edw. 1. Rich. Bintworth under Edw. 

3. Robert Braibrook under Rich, 2. Rich. Cox, Dean of Weſtminſter 
(whom I crave leave to n1me here as belonging to the Dioceſle ) 
of the Privy Council to Edw, 6, And Bancroft ſent Embaſſadour 
to Embden to treat with the King of Denmarks- Commiſſioners, 
A. 1600, 


DURHAM. 

| Geoffry Rufus Chancel. of Englind, A. 1140. Rich, de Mariſce 
A.1217. Antony Beak, of the Privy Council A. 1294. Rich. de 
Byry Chancel. A, 1334. and Treaſurer A. 1336. Thom, Langley 
Chincell. A. 1406. Thomas Ruthal of the Council to Her. 8. 
and as his Monument at Weſtminſter zeſtifies, Secretary to Hey, 7. 


Rich, Neyle of the Privy Council A. 1627. And here I muſt not 
F 3  omir 


Vua Wainflet, 


An Apology for the 


omit that known paſſage of Newbrigen/is, who brings in K., Rich. 
making himſelf merry with the Bith. boaſting what a fear he had 
done, e vetuſto Epiſcopo novitium Comtem mirus ego artifex feci,to 
make a new Count of an ol&Biſhop, a Priviledge,till the late In- 
rerruption, continued to that See, 

: TOILT WINCHESTER, 

Swithun Chancellour of Engl. under K, Egbert, A, 860. Will, 
Giffard Chancel. under the Conquerour, Rufus, and Hey, 1, Peter 
de Ia" Roche , Lord chief Juſtice under K. Fohn. John Sexdal 
Chancel. A. 1316. Yl, Edendon Treaſurer under Edw, 3d, Will, 
of Wickham ( Founder of New Coll. in Oxon) Principal Secre- 
rary, keeper of the Privy Seal, Mr. of the Wards, and Treaſurer 
of the Kings Revennes in France, A.1360, #1ll, Wainfiet (Found- 
Er of Magdalene Coll. Oxon) for his great wiſdom, and Integrity 
Jong Chancel, of Engl. under Her. 6. Kich, -Fox (Founder of 
C. C, C. Oxen) one of the Privy Council to Hez. 7th. (as Pru- 
dent a Prince, as this Nation has known) and continually imploy- 
ed either in matters of Counſel 2 _—_ or Embatlies abroad, 

E s : 
- Wall, Lang-champ. Chancellour A. 1189, then chief Juſtice 
and Protector.of rhe Realm, when ch. 1. undertook his voyace 
to the Holy-Land. E#ftachius Chancellour A. 1196. Fohn Ho- 
tham Chancellour A.1326, ( as Spe/m.) 1317. as Godwin) Simon 
Langham A. 1361, firſt Treaſurer , then Chancel. of Eng, Jobs 
Barnet Treaſurer A. 1366. John Fordham Treaſurer A; 1 335. 
Will. Gray Treaſurer A. 1469. Fohn. Alcoch Chancel, A. 1 486. 
and T ho. Goodrig Chancel. under Ea. 6. | 
LINCOLNMNE, 

Robert Bluet Chancel. under the Conquerour A. 1092. Alex- 
ander under Hey, 1, cheif Juſtice of Engl. Galfridus Chancel. 
A. 1180, Hagh de Wells Chancel. A.1209. Walr, de Conſtantiis 
Chancel. under He», 6. And Dr. Will;ams Dean of Weſtminſter, 
and after Biſhop of this See, made Lord Keeper by the Learned 
King Fames. . 
| i COVENTRY & LICHFIELD, 

. Roger de Wiſeham Keeper of the Great Seat, A. 1245 Walter de 

Langton Treaſurer , A, 1226, Roger Northbrough Clerk of the 

Wardrobe, afterwards Treaſuzer, A, 1322, Geoffry Blyth , Lord 
| Prefid, 


Clergies Honours. 


Preſid. of Wales, . 1512. Rowland Lee his Succefſour the 
ſame A. 1535 and Rich Sampſon, A. 1537, 
SALISBURY, 

Oſmond Chancel. of Engl. alwates: of the Privy Council, and 
ſeldome ſpared from Court. , under the Conquerour. Koger 
Chancel. A. 1107. and under King Stephen A. 1136. John 
waltham Maſter of the Rolls, Keeper of the Pryvy Seal , and after 

reaſurer of Engl. under Richard the Second. Nicholas Bubwith 
Treaſurer A, 1407. William Ayſcoth Clerk of the Council 
A. 1438, | | 

” BATH and WELS, 

Robert Burgel firſt Treaſurer,then Chancellour of Fnel. and al- 
wates of the Council under Edward the Firſt, Fohn Drokensford 
Keeper of the Wardrobe, A. 1309 . Rebert Siillixgton farlt Keeper 
of the Privy Seal, then Chancel, , A. 1465. Oliver King Prin- 
cipal Secretary , 2. 1492. Job (lerk Malter of the Rolles, 
Ae 15336 

mY EFIYATER 

Leefricas,Firſt one of the Privy Council,then Chancel.of Engl. 
under the Conquerour , though Spelman reckons him of Bath at 
rhat time, Fl, Brewſter of the Privy Council , under He». 3d. 
Walter Stapledon ( Founder of Exeter Coll. Oxon) firſt of the Pri- 
vy Council then Treaſurer under Edw. 2d. Fohn Grandeſſon of 
the Privy Council to Edw, 3d. Fohn Voyſeye Lord Preſident 
of Wales under Henry 8th. And Gervaſe Babington Vice-Prehdent 


of Wales A. 1597. 
NORWICH, 

Heyry the Second by a a ſpecial Commiſſion makes the Biſhops 
of Norwich, Wincheſter,and Ely,Lord Chief Juftices, in my Au- 
thors words Archi- Juſtitiarios( Radalfas de Diceto ) And tis added 
Clergy-men were pitch'd upon as the likelieft p2rſons , not to op- 
preſle the poor, nor reſpect the face of the Rich, John Salmon 
Chancel, A.1319.Kobert Baldoc Chancel,A. 1324. Fohn Wakering 
Keeper of the Privy Seal, A. 1416. 

HEREAF OX) 

Thom, Cauntilupe Chancel, A.1275. Thom. Charlton, Treaſurer 
A, 1329, Fobn Gulbert A.1386. Thom. Milling of the Privy Coun- 
cil to Edw, 4th, Charles Booth Chancellour of the Marches of 


Wales A, 3517, | WO fe 


45 


Stow. 


Clergies Honours. 


WORCESTE KR 
Galfridus Gifford Chancel. A. 1257, Walter Reynald firſt Trea- 
ſurer, then Chancel. under Edw., 20, John Barnes Treaſurer A, 
1362. Hen, Wakefield Treaſurer A,1376. Nicholas Heath Lord 
Preſid. of Wales and Chancel. of Engl. under Q. ary, 
CHICHESTE R. 


Ralph Nevil Chancel. A. 1222. ( Spel. 26 ) who addes that he | 


was appointed by Parliament. Fokn de Langton Chancel. under 
Edw. 1. and 20, John Stratford A, 1360, Adam Molins Clerk of 
the Council, A. 1451. and that incomparably learned Prelate, 
and induſtrious Preacher Lan, Andrews, Privy Counſellour of 
Engl. and Scotl. under a Princethat knew the worth of Learning, 
and advanced ir acco:dingly. 
ROCHESTE R. 

alter de Merton (Founder of the Colledge that beares his 

Name) 2: Chancel. A. 1274+ John de Shepey Treafurer, A. 1358. 
OXFORD. 
Hmgh Curwyn Chancel, of Ireland. 


St. D AV TD S. 

Adam Houghton , Chancel. A. 1376. Linwood the famous Ca- 
noniſt, Keeper of the Privy Seal, A. 1440. and umployed in Em- 
baſſies to the Kings of Spain, Portugal &c. I might here ſubjoyn, 
ſeveral Deanes, and Arch-Deacons promoted to the ſame Digni- 
cies , and take notice,that till che Diſſolution of Abbyes,rthe Prior 
of Chriſt-Church in London , was euer a Member of the Court 
of Aldermen : and that the Dean of Weſtminſter 1s by his Char- 
cer allo:ved no ſmal Influenceupon the Goverment of that C ity, 
But I ſhall not nauſeate the Reader with any more hard Names, 
only obſerve , rhat in the Catalogue of Chancellours,recorded in 
Spelmans Gloſſary,amounting to abour I70,ncar 100.0f them were 
Clergy men,more then all the other Profeſſions put together canmake up 
1heſe then are the Honours, which(if any humane Teftimony 
can make a thing certain) an uninterrupted Cuſtome , (equall to 
Law) which Wiſe Anttquity gave them through all the Saxoz, 
Dazes, and Norman times without controul, or diſpute, till with- 
in theſe 20 years, fince which Exg/and has groaned under this fin 
of deſpiling the Embaſſadours of Chriſt, and it has been no ſmall 
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flepto Preferment to rail upon them, rmurmure, and decry their ad- 
vancement, and ro rank che great Truſtees of Souls with the vileſt 
Peaſants in the Nation, As 1f there were no better way to ſheiv 
love to their Redeemer, then by hatred to his ſervants, and reſpeft 
to the Majeſtic of God wwſt be evidenced by powring Contempt upon 
ſuch as Repreſent his Perſon, Thus Corah, and his Accomplices 
orand grievance,and complaint againtt Moſes and Aaron was, that 
chey were too high, took too much upon them, Numb. 16. They 
were advanced, and honoured above the reſt, this was the main 
eye ſore; bur the revenging hand of God would not bear ir, Nay 
have we not had more of the ſame Language, All the Congregation 


rs holy, and one may preach as well as another. Thus would theſe 


ſons of confuſion have brought all to a Munſter Diſorder, by taking 
away the Diſtixction of Calings.TheWiſe God appointed it other- 
wiſe under the Old Teſtament, when every one was not admitted 
to the Prietthood, I cannot bur think there were 1000 in Iſrael 
thar knew how to k1, flay, and dreſſe an Ox, Sheep, or Goat, as 
artificially as the ſoas of Levi,yet none attempted it (in reference to 
che Alrar) without a rebuke. And was Hoſes a more prudent 
teward then Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father > Would it 
be ſuffered in Humane Societies,any well regulated Corporation, 
that every man who conceived himſelf ficrer ro diſcharge an 
Office, manage a T rade, husband an Eftate, ſhould preſently ex- 
clude another legally poſleſt, and invade his Propriety ? Grant 
this, and farewell Government, wellcome Babel. 

Let me ſpeak it once for all, tis folly to expett the proſperity of 
the Nation, whileſt the Clergy are in miſery ; whilelt the Sacred 
Fun&tion 1s with b/ack ;agratitude reviled, to whoſe learned La- 
bours we ove the Tranſlation of our Bibles, and who(under God ) 
were the Principal inftruments of freeing us from rhat Egyptian 
Darkneſſe our fore-fathers ſate in. Is nor this ike the Deere 
Plutarch ſpeaks of, who broyſed on that Buſh in a Calm, that he 
was glad to creep under ina{form? Certainly they are nor 
to be eſteemed worthy the name of Chriftians, or Friends unto 
the Goſpel, (whatever pretences they make) thar deſpiſe, and 
vilifie the Miniſtry, then which nothing beſpeaks a_ mare vile, 


and reprobate Heart, Tgnatizs * deals roundly with ſuch, "Ats@- EMifl.ad Trals 
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Atheiſts, ar.d make nothing of Chriſt, ſaies that holy man ; and 
tis much to be ſuſpeRed (if they would ſpeak rheir choughrs)thar 
t00 many (with Leo 10.) look upon Beligion as no other then a 
Fable, and (with Serverm) make our Methah che third Impoſtor, 
We knov that under the Lav,preſurpruouſly to riſe agatnlt ihe 
Prieſt, was puniſhable with no leſſe thin death, Dexr. 17. tor 
theſe are the Embaſſadours of the King of Feaven, and how 54- 
cred ſuch perſons are by the Law of Nations, all Hittories do 
abundantly witneſſe, ani that ſmall Indignities offerd rhem, are 
highly reſented the Ammonttes are a laiting Teltimony 2. Sam. 
Io, and proud Corinth for no other reaſon burnt to Aſhes by the 
enraged f:omans. | 


CHAP. IV. 


The Clereies moderate engaging in ſome Civil Aﬀairs 
. pleaded for, and juitified, 


Ur tis feared the former Diſcourſe has given offence to ſome 
prejudiced parttes,therefore to remove that tumbling block, 
and tro make way for what follows, twill be requilite a little to 
enquire into that perplext, and long-debared Point, Whether and 
how far Spiritnal Perſons (with a Salvo to their Funtlion) may inter- 
meddle with Temporal Matters.And that this bas bin no nev thing, 
or peculiar to F rgland (which was never efleemed the Paradiſe of 
Prieſts,as the report goes of Lerge) is manifelt ro every one that is 
the leaſt acquainted with Sacred, or Proph:ne, Ancient or Modern 
Rories. If you examine the Pagan Records ; Amongſt the old 
Gauls and Britarzs, the Draids uron the matter managed oll af- 
fairs : De omnibus fere Controverſirs publicis privatiſq, conſtituunt, 
& þ quid admiſſum Facinns, ft cedes fatla, fo de hereditate,de Fint- 
bus Controverſia,tidem decernunt, All Actions Re1l, and Perſona), 
all Cauſes about Life and Death were brought before them as 


Ce).Com.T.5. * gne affures us, Who had reaſon to knowv them. Nor did the po- 


licy of the wiſe Egyprians vary, for Amagir 7 apxatey map Aiu- 


7 . j + 4 c A og " *X ” : 
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14 £:34- 


Magi 


An Apology for the 249 


Aag; had the higheſt Sears of Judicature , were ever Ptivy 
Counſellours,and intereſted inpublick TranſaQions Philoftratus * I. 1.de Vit. 
* informs us. Twere eafie to Make this good by a particular enue Apullene 
meration of all other Countries ; but I leave the Heatnens 
and proceed to the MMahometans, with whom what prodigt- 
ous Power the Ancient Caitphs of Babylon had, and others 
fill rerain, any one that will bur take the pains to look into Ef 
macings Hiſt,Sarac, publitht by Erpezizs may ſoon receive ſatis» 
£act1ons 

If we look amongſt Gods own People, before the Prieſthood 
was confined to a 1 ribe, ſome 2590 years, the Firſt-born was en- 
truſted both with Religtous W orthip, and the Adminiftrarion'df 
Juſtice, Moſes being Prieft as well as Ruler, And that he ap>- 
pointed the Prieſts Over-feers of all things, Judges of Contro- 
vertices, and Puniſhers of MalefaGtors : ;oſephus, who ſaw the 
Precept reduced to Practice, tells us exprefly L, 2. contr, App. 
1hen who knows not that Ely and Samre!, rne Lords Priefts were 
at the ſame time Civil Judges in Iirael.Coytreus makes threeCon- 
Giſto:ies among the Jews, of all which the Prieſts were principal, 
and eſſential Members, 1. a Triumvirar in every City, wherein 
mony matters, and lighter rreſpaſſes were decided, theſe G rotizs Grot.in 5 Mi 
{tyles Pedaxeos Fadices, 2. The little Synedrium confiſting of 23, 21+ 
wherein Capital Cauſes were determined in the Gares of. every 
Ciry. 3- The Council of State, oz: Grand Senat of 70 Elders 
which ſome make to conſiſt of 71 taking in Moſes, others of 72, 
6. our of cach Tribe, the Hi1gh-Prieſt being commomly of the 
number } with the Elders excelling in wiſdom and Iearning, 
choſen out of the Levites, and Aſſiſtants our of all Iſrael, Nojy 
that the Prieſts and Levites were eleRed into this Great Sane- 
drim as well as the Princes, 1f- I ſay before them * Caſanbon will « Exercit.13 
bear me our, Who makes 1t appear out of their beſt Authors, qued c. 5, | 
hujus Concili: ea furt Inſtituto ut ſifiert poſſit, E ſolis Sacerdotibus 
& Levitis conltaret. The Conſticution of this Randing Council 
was ſuch, thar as neer as might be, the- endeavour was it might. 
con{iſt only of the Prieſts and Levites : whence Foſephns and Philo 
oftentimes under the title of Prieſts underſtand the 'Sanedrim, 
* Suy{dþoy p8y of iep3is, To which T might addethat Political &Philo do or 
Axiom mentioned by Foſephas as derived from Moſes, meaoimn _—_— _ 
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"© Bavireis Soc 3 Apprighar, Ws 70) Hprorachy yrduns 
he Kivg was ever to take the advice of the Priett. See Schickard 
de Fu, Reg. Theorem, 2. | 

Come doivn to Darvrd, whoſe Government was a Pattern to 
all his Succeſſours. His Raign was peaceable and flouriſhing, nor 
did he want Statesmen of the moſt raiſed abilities for his imploy- 
ments, Yer did not this Wiſe, this Holy Prince think it incon- 
fiſtent with the Sacred Fun&ion{which yer St, Auſtrs tells us was 
Operoſius Mimſterium in ſome reſpe& then that of the Goſpel) to 
engage Levites in his weightieſt Secular Charges. Thus we 
find Hathaliah, and his Brethren appointed Officers on this fide 
Jordan, nor only in all buſineſſes of the Lord, bar in the ſervice of 
the King, And Jerijah another in holy Orders is made Ruler 
(Pleniporentiary,) over the Reubenites, the Gadites,:nd the half 
Tribe of Manaſleh for every matter pertaining to God, and tis 
added the Aﬀarrs of the King likewiſe, 1, Chron. 26. 30, 32. Nor 


was he fingular in ir, but 1s imirated by good Jehoſaphar, who 


made the Levites and the Priells Judges of all the Controverſies 
In Iſrael, not excluding matters of blood. 2. Chroyn, 19+ 8, 10, 
No run over the Catalogue of all the Kings of 1/rae/, there are 
hardly any to be paraleld,I am ſure none that went beyond theſe: 
None whoſe Government did more proſper with righteouſneſs, 
Juſtice, and Tranquillity, And though under the reſt of the Kings 
wehave no expres mention of the ſame practice,yet all things cone 
fidered, we have more reaſon to conclude it held then the contra- 
ry: for we find Fehoiada the Prieſt chief Counſellour to Foaſh, 
2. King. 11, Look into Later times, after the Babylonian Capri- 
vity, the Priefts command all, and pofſeſſe the Scepter for ſome 
IOo of years ; the * Aſamonean Race being abſolute Princes till 
Pompey's Conqueſt, 1 might farther remark, that many Civil 
Cauſes are by name reſerved to the Leyitical Cognizance, as 
Inquiſition for Murther, falſe witneſſe, &c. Dear. 21, Yer do not 
che-Preachers of the Goſpel pretend the leaſt to theſe priviſedges, 
though, methinks, making fit allowance to the difference of times 
and perſons,the model preſcribed by God himſelf may ſafely be 
followed in ſome circumſtancials, 

'Bur leaving Moſes let us come to Chriſt, and ſee how Matters 


Kood under the Goſpel, Here though we have no inſtances j- the 
cv 
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New Telament of Honours conferred upon the Apoſtles,yet have 

we Prophehes (unfullfild till chen ) that rhe world ſhould be con- 

verted , Kings become Nurſing-Fathers, and rhe feer of fuch as 

broughr glad riding be beautiful; which * Calo and others apply *Com. in 49, 
to the bounty and Munificence of Princes tothe Church, For che Eſet» 

firlt 300 yeares, what could rationally be expected from profeſſed , ,,,, ,,. 
enemies, whitett the Perſecurig fury laſted, whiteft every Country ,,4;; i ill, 
flansd * with living fires, and diſmal ſights of burning Chriſtians : in qua flantes ar« 
this calanntous deplorable cſiate,no other honour could be lookt for ſave dent , qui feo 
chat of Martyrdome, But no ſooner was Gentiliſme aboliſhed, @x#1arePumetr 
then we have aneiv ſmiling face of affaires,under the happy Raign Juven. 

of (onftantine, the Churches Patron, and the Cleygies Freend, py 

henceforth the Primitive Piety was not wanting, who thought no 
Honours, no powers mifplaced upon their fpirtcualt Fathers , for 
whom they judged nothing too dear, Al HiRories ring of (97 
ſtanines Kindneſs tothe Clergy; by whom the moft werghry af- 
faires of the Empire, in his daies were happily tranſated. And 
molt of his Succeflors wrote after the fame Copy. 

It were eaſy to muſter a litcle Army of holy Fathers engaged 
in fecular imployments, We read in Zozomer /. 6.6, 32, that 
Epiphaimus Biſhop of the Metropolis of Cyprus a perſon of fingu- 
lar vertue, Prudence,and Piety ma![ixois eufarcar apdypder, WAS 
buſied in Political matters. Theodorer 1. 2, c, 30. reports the like 
of one Ja-obas Biſhop of Nifibrs , or Mygdoman Amioch, that he 
was 371220 ©- , mats; ©, x) pam , Fiſhop » Governour and 
Captain of the ſame Ciry, Nay the warlike habit of Enfebrus 
Bithop of Samofara is commended by the ſame Aurhour , rhe 
Church receiving benefit by ir. And Baronms mentions Fohn Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, A, 615. that twice ina week his mannet 
was to fir and Judge berween rhoſe that were at vartance , and re- 
concile them: Once wherrnone came ro him, he departed weeps 
ing rhar all che day he had done no good ; bur Sophrexras replied 
chat he hi more need rejoyce', having broughe the City ro ſuch 
order and peace,thiar rhey were more like Angels then mien, thave- 
ing no differences lefr. A rare extmple torhe ;nmorcal credir of & Sir Thomas 
Eccleſiaſtical Fudge, Sir Thomas Moore commanded it to'be fco- Moores hife, 
red up as a wounder wher he had cleared one * Contt, bur here's 
a populons City”, (hardly ſhort of any in chis nation) reduced to 
a perfet Vmty, G 2 Bur 
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IIe, 7. C, To 


Greg. mag. x 
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Eut I ſhall. paſſe by ſuch obſcure Names,whom twere endleſs to 
reckon up,& ſele& only a fev,whoſe emirent Labours have Eterni- 


zed them to PoFterity, Ile begin with St. Ambroſe,who floriſhed A. 


378.and to his conduQ,and prudence was the entire goverment of 
the greatCiry of 4iainentruſted.S.Au/f. complaining that he was 
a long time kept from acceſle to him,*ſecludentibus me ab ejus aure, 
atque ore Catervis negotioſorum hominum , quorum infirmitatibas ſer- 
viebat, Whole tioopes of Suitours abour him , to diſpatch their 
orldly buſines. 'The next ſhall be Cyri/ Patriarch of Aelxandria, 
who beſides the overſight of the Clergy , had the *management 
of Temporal affaires in the City, Though tis confeſſed the Hi- 
Ror1an paſſes ſome cenſure upon 1t, but the Reaſon 1s eafily diſ- 
covered , becauſe his Darling Novatians were a litle retrench'd by 
it, The Third ſhall be the great African Light St. Auſtiu,wvho 
Ep. 147. has this paſſage. Homes quidem ſuas ſeculares cauſas 
= #05 finire Cupientes,dum tis neceſſarn fuerimus, ſic nos Santos & 
er ſervos appellant, ut negotia Terre ſue peragant, aliquando aga- 
mus negotia & ſalutis ipſorum, non de Auro, non de Argento, nou de 
fundis & pecoribus,pro quibus rebus quoridie ſubmiſſo Capite ſaluta- 
mur , ut Diſſentiones hominum term;nemus, He was every day ſol- 
licited te make up ſome breaches abcur Cold , £11ver, Land,Car- 
rel &c.Yet where ſhall we find a more paintul Preacher then this 
Father, where any more cngaged in conteſts with Hereticks , or 
any thar left a larger Legacy of his learnedLabours to the Church? 
My laſt inſtance ſhall be Gregory (with whom ſome cloſe the good 
Popes) who makes ſad moan , ſub colore Eprſcopatus ad ſaculum 
retrattus ſum, in quo tantis terre curis inſervio, quantis Me in vita 
Laica nequaquam deſernſſe reminiſcor, He was never in all his 
life , ſo incumbred with worldly bufinefle as after he came 
to. be .a Biſhop. Bur afterwards he addes , et cogamur ter- 
TeMs negoriss intendere, mens tamen noſtra ſeculart varietate non de- 
lefletur, ſed tota tn unum Currat, atque Cconfiuat finem. Though he 
was forced to do this for the good of his people, yer he took no 
pleaſure in it, and his mind was taken up with better things. For 
all agree that theſe mult not be undertaken our of love to them, 


'' bur Chriſtian C harity , Az. de Cv. d, 1.19. c. 19. but compaſſi- 


©n towards the Oppreſſed Greg. de Paſt, (uv. p. ſec. c. 7. 
Now theſe Imployments were conferred upon them , not as 
| | | Biſhops 
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Biihops, but as SubjeRts more eminently Qualified , withal the 
advantages of humane Literature : Bur Three there are in which 
they did principally engage, and which may ſeeme molt agreea- 
ble.ro their Coat. Firſt , to be 1n Commiſſion of the Peace, and to 
ſpeak impartially , who fitter for ſuch a work then they , whoſe 
buſines , whoſe udy tis to reconcile thoſe thar are at variance. 
And this was the great Deſign of ehe Ancients,though it began at 
firſt in a way of Charity, yer being found proft.ble tias upon ma- 
ture deliberation by the Chriſtian Emperours confirmed ,judging 
no perſons more likely to advance the publick ſervice in this ca- 
pacity, then here and there ſome choice Eccleſiaſticks, whoſe in- 
{pection would both quicken, and awe the Lairy. T his being then 
an approved Maxime, None ſo _ to make Peace , as they whoſe 
duty tisto Preach Peace, All I wiſh is,that the covetuoeus feares of 
ſome intereſted perſons, jealous leaſt ſuch a Chriſtian unexpenſive 
ending of differences ſhould keep their Courts, too empty &'c. give not 
a check to the Rewiving ſo Primitive , ſo hopefull a cuſtome, 

Secondly, To be of the Privy Conncil , where frequently 
Caſes of Conſcience , relating to State-matters may ariſe. As 
ſuppoſe there be a conſultation about a Warre yyich Foraign 
Nations, the lawfullneſs , or unlawfullneſs whereof muſt be judg- 
ed in Foro Conſcrextie, and the thing will not bear ſo much delay 
as to Summon the Prelates rogerher for advice , nor Reaſon of 
State allow 1t to be ſo much publiſh'd. For want of ſuch Religi- 
ous Counſellours , Princes may ofrentimes be raſhly entangled 
in unjuſt Maſlacres, and innocent blood be ſpilt. Now to prevent 
this, the Godly Prudent Princes, both of our ovn , and other 
Nations, have ever admitted fone Spiritual Perſons to their Coun- 
cil Tables, and Cloſer-dehates, Tis recorded of Conſtantine , thar 
he would never diſpence with the abſence of ſome of his Biſhops, 
not at meales , making his Court as tmere a Church , not in his 
journeyes , nay that he took them along with him in his War- 
like Expeditions. And Per, Bleſen/is in his 84. Ep. to Alexander 
3. exculing the Biſhops of Wincheſter , Ely, and Norwich , proves 
at large , that tis lavfull for Prelates to be in the Courts and 
Councils of Princes for ſundry important Reaſons. . 

3ly. To be imployed in' publick Treaties aud Negotiations of 
Peace, and this both the Antient, and Modern ProGtiſe will ju- 
Aifie,that none have been more frequently, or more ſucceſſefully 

uſed 
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vſed in ſuch Meſſages, then the Embaſſadours of Chriſt, Solenn 
Embatllies cannot be expeRed before the Magiſtrate imbraced the 
Goſpel. Bur in rhe very beginning of the fourth Century, we 
* Scrat L.7, have CMarnthas Biſhop of Meſopotamia ſent * Embaſſadour from 
7 .C, 6M _ the erour of Rome, to the King of Perf, Preſently after 
Vit. Epirhars Tkeodorich diſpatcht * Epiphamms, Brlhop of Ticimm, or Pavia, 
* tO Gunebald King of the Burgnzdians, who at his requeſt releaſed 
Sreat numbers of poor Chriſtian Captives. Then we have S. Am- 
brefe ſent by YValentinan ro Maximmethat commanded the Bri- 
iſh Armies, to deſire peace, which he happily effe&ed to the 
great contentment of his Maſter, Amb. Ep. 27. L. 5. where he 
likewiſe mentions a former Embaſſy. 1 might adde (hbryſoſtonre 
imployed ta treat with G ana, Baronus : Fobn Biſhop of Rome 
* Nicerho, commiſſioned by * Theodorick, to Juſtin the Emperour , 
| With mulricudes of others. For the Mcderns, the time would 
fail me to ſpeak of our own and the Neighbour Nations : for this 
continued the Univerſal Pra&iſe of Cariflendom, 1 Sixcerity 
gave place to Hypecryfie, and that new Definition of an F mbaſſa- 
dour came up, that he was,ir bonus peregre miſſus, ad mentiendnrs 
Rep. cau58, a Good man fent to Lye abroad forhis C ovntries ter- 
vice. Then twas high time for theſe holy men to reſign up theſe 1m- 

ployments to others, that could ſwallow ſuch Camels. 

Ehus we have both Anrtient and Modern uſance on our fide, 

the uninterrupted pradtiſe of the world for above 5000 years be- 
fore and under the Law, inthe pureft times fince the Goſpel, all 
Recards attefling it both. Pagan, Mahomeran, Jewiſh, and Chri- 
ſtan: and none ever queſtioning ir, but ſome late Innovators, 
though ris hoped, as we have catt off the infallibily of Rome, we 
ſhall not now imbrace rhat of Geneva, or Scotland. We have 
heard Cyr:/, Ambroſe, Auſtin,not the leaſt amongft the Afiatick, 
Europzan, and African Fathers, with many other W\ orthies enga- 
oed in Secular Imployments:: and if ic muſt be cenſured an error, 
Sit Anima meacanm Paribus : Lam willing to caſt my Lot amongſt 
them ; and:though ir be miſerable ro:be deceived by Autho.ity, 
yer tis moſt. miſerable-not to be moved by Authority, ug. de 
Vl. Cred, 6.16, 

Well then, thav this de fafta has been the uſrge is evident, ler 
usin-the-nexc place a little-examine-the Fas of it., nd for any 
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Faxatick, to except againlt ir, is a Self.contrediftion, fince their 
avowed Principles allowed their Teachers to follow any other 
Calling, either of Camp, Country, or City without controul, or 
impuration, Bur tis the r1g:4 Drodicter takes moſt offence 
at 1t, and therefore to him I ſhall addrefſe my ſelf, Ile ſuppoſe 
him to dwell in the lictle Common-wealth of Geneva, to be 
the beſt Head-piece among them,and ſhall only put this D;/emma 
to him. If rhe Senate, or Syndic ſhould commiſſion him to 


decide a difference between his quarrelling Neighbours,or ſcnd to - 


adviſe with him about a war with their great enemy the Dake of 
Savoy, or engage him to ſollicit ad of the Court of France as 2 
Publick Agent,there being none likely to prevail but himſelf, and 
the Tiry otherwiſe in danger to be loſt. In this caſe ſhonld he 
be heard in pleading the inconſiſtency of his holy Profeſſion with 
ſuch an imployment, and thereupon return a denial ; if ſo, the 
Magiſtrate 1s in a poor condition, who muſt be obeyed in norhing 
more ſave what the others Calling enjoyns him , whether 
commanded or no : and his being in Orders makes the Magittrate 
looſe the ſervice of a ſubjet. Sure I am, both Calvin formerly, 
and Henderſon of late, did not ſcruple greater matters. . Nor can 
neceſſity be alleadged here,for if the thing be ſimply unlawful,we 
muſt not upon any tearms do evill, though the greateſt good may 
probably enſue. On the other fide, if he may nor decline it, they 
theſe two are wot inconſiſtent, nor doth his Funttion incapacitate bins 

for ſuch a work ; omg Ter S&fan 
Bur ler Matters be made never ſo clear, tis feared the Vulgar 
have taken up ſuch prejudices from the inexcuſable bufineſſe of 
ſome Black Coats intereſting the very Pulpits in State matters, 
during our late Troubles(a praRiſe never ſufficiently co be con- 
demned) thar all muſt be bound to their good Behaviour for a 
while,for nothing but time will ſatisfie, and ſolve that Obje&ion, 
Though tis hoped all Learned,and Judicious Perſons will be more 
conſiderate, and diſtinguiſh beryeen the frantick madneſſe of a 
few giddy pates,& the ſober actings of eminent Prelates commiſ- 
ſioned by lawful Authority, and nor rake advantage from former 
miſcarriages, to bring an irreparable injuty upon poſtericy. Bur 
tis a true ſaying confirmed by the experience of many 100 years, 
Profetto Laici ſemper ſmnt immict Clerics, When the World was 
Pagan 
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Pagan, the Devil taught the multiruce to cry our, if any calamity 
happened, that the fault was in the Chriſtians, and they muſt to the 
Lions : bur now the cunning Sophitier has changed the note, and 
If any thing be amiſle either in Church or State, preſently the 
blame lights on the Clergy, they muſt be ſacrificed ro appeaſe the 
many-headed Moyſter, their Lo ſequeſired, and all Places of truſt, 
and honour interditted them, 

Bur ler us in rhe laſt place a little view the Canonical Qualifica- 
tion of a Biſhop. 1. Tis required that he be vite probatiſſime,of 
an uptighr unblameable Converſation , 2. Nullrz Crimrs rens, 
guilty of no crime, 3. tate gravis, well {tricken in years, 4. Do- 
Gringa Prejtans, excelling in Learning, with many other of the 
like nature. Nov if theſe are nor kept, they have the more to 
anſiver for, whom it concerns : if rhey be, will not any one thar 
reads it conclude, no perſons more fir for the weighticſt affairs? 
For allPolitico's make Integriry,Prudence,and Learning the prin- 
cipal Ingredients toan accomplitht Magiſtrate, a compleat YV:7- 
toſs ; (o that if Aptitude be reſpeRed, I may ſafely affirm there 
are none better qualified for Counſel than rhe Clergy, whoſe 
Education has enabled them to look into all rhe /dea's, and 1o- 
dels of Government, Search the depths and myſteries of Em- 
pires, molt of which are lockt up in ſtrange Languages, and 'ris 
not every Capacity that can gain the Key, Then for true Poli- 
ticks (the late Florentine Reaches let others learn) theres as much 
to be found in the Eiftorical parr of the Scripture, as any books 
inthe World ; { that Divines may well be good Statiſts. And 
is ir not pity their Country ſhould be deprived of ſuch admirable 
Abilities 2 Doubtleſle thoſe of the contrary perſwafion do not 
weigh the Conſequences of their Opinion, clearly rending to 
disjoyn the Church from being apart of the Common-wealth, 
which for 1300 years & better have been happily unired,if thoſe 
that are once in Orders muſt no lorger be lookt upon as Citizens, 
but incontinently forfeit all their Prtviledges ; Cf which more 
tereafrer. 
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CH AP. V. 


Sore Scriptures, and Canons ſeemingly contradiFing the 
former Poſition, explained, 


Er for :!l this I confcſle many good men are Rrongly perſa- 

ded, that Ecclefialticks ought wholly to be exclided from 
civil matters, an opinion much prerending to Humility 211 Seif- 
denial, and receiving ſome countenance, and colour {tom 5-7p- 
ture, the praftiſe of the three firſt Centuries, and ſome Canons 
of Councils, which mult be the ſubzek of our next conhde- 
ration, 

The Text that 15 moſt inſiſted upon 1s 2.7m. 2.4. Vaich being 
miſ-rranſlared by the vulgar Latine, milirans Deo, begar greater 
prejudices in the minds of many. | 

Firit then one might rake notice, that the Sentence 1s general, 
and belongs to every one, though in a more peculiar manner tis 
referred to the Preachers of the Goſpel, yet none can plead ex- 
emption : bur ochers are willing to ſlip Tac necks out of rhe 


_ collar, and the Clergy only muſt be ryed to it, whom for the 


preſent we will grant to be principally concern'd. The firefle 
of all lies upon Teaywaſtia Bhs, Which T heophylatt expounds by 
Dvesfes x, 64Aan0%45, the tumults and confutons of this life. Cor, 
a Lapide ſaies,npeywaldin bbs are ſuch imployments as concern 


food and raiment : and inſtances in theſe mercatura, agricultura, ' 


CF artes mechanice, Now who does not readily approve of this, 
and judee it very improper,that a Preacher ſhould be a Merchant, 
a Plowman,or a Mechanick,do not both Common and Canon Lay 
forbid the ſame ? Efti#s has much to the like purpoſe, reeypa- 
TearEls &C. gue quis exercet ut habeat #nde wivat, and quotes to 
this ſenſe a ſaying of Ambroſe, Indecorum eſt homines Curare de 
cibo, qur militant Deo :this rather flies 1n the face of them thar 
permit their Preachers ro put on blew Aprons, and make them 


ſuch ſordid allowances, that they muſt ether work — 
ands 
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hands, or ſtarve. Seeing tis not comely that the Lo:ds Warri- 
ors ſhould bufie themſelves about inferiour matters, that tend 
ro get a livelihood : And ſo Yalla renders it, not negotiis,but Neg 
tiantombus. When Chriſt imployed Fiſher men to preach his Go- 
ſpel, weak inſtruments ro confound the Po vers of the world, 
rhough he furniſhr chem with ſuirable abilicies, thar they needed 
not to [tudy, yer he made them leave theic Nets, and not uſe 
them as an ordinary Profeſſion, Calvin faies that by the affairs 
of this life,the Apoſtle meant rhe care of governing and ordering 
a family, and ſuch ordinary 1mployments. If then we keep 
ftri& and cloſe to the Letter, I ſee no remedy, but all muſt run 
into Cloyſters, and ſhake hands with the World : and we know 
what a concluſion the Rhemiſts draw hence, and whar they con- 
demn as a ſpecial impediment to Church warfare. So thar if from 
this the Clergy be denied, intermedling in any ſecular affairs, the 
nexc ftep muſt be to forbid their marrying, which unavoidably 
brings with ir many incumbrances and family-neceſſities, but 
this {mells ſo rank of the Monk and Hermite, that I hope twill 
not be ſwallowed by any Proteſtant, and 7 did ot believe the Le- 
mane Lake would ſo eaſily have mixed its waters with T yber, 

The Apoſtle here makes a compariſon berween prophane, and 
ſpiricual warfare, and the better to underſtand the genuine ſenſe 
we muſt confider what Military Diſcipline did require. YVegetins 
L. 2. ſaies, that by the laws of war, he muſt not have any 
private. affaires committed to him , nor mind his on gain, 
Hence we read the Romanes ſeverely proceeding againit 
Poſthuminus for imploying his ſouldiers to till his ground, Vid, 
Legem How ru &F Arcadu Tit. Nemo Miles, And Leo the Empe- 
rour ſaies expreſly, thoſe that are armed and maintained by the 
Common-wealth, muſt only mind publick affairs, 'and nor till 
the ground, keep Cattle, or trafick, L. lies, (de Re militari 
L.12.All avacations were inhibired,and ſuchMatters as tended to 
the publick good 1njoyned. And why (hould not the Game analogy 
hold here,aud ſuch affairs be permitred ro the Clergy as tend to 
the good Of the Church,and the glory of their great Commander. 

Nex: we are urged with the Apoſtles practiſe, who were 
Þ tender of any interruption , that they demed to attend upon 
Tables,and make proviſion for the poor, Tis true, in the Infancy 
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of the Church', when the Goſpel was to be publiſt'd all rhe 
warld over, the work great, the labourers exceeding few, not one 
to every Country, theleaſt diverfion at ſuch a time would prove 
a conſiderable hinderance, and diftration ro them, Bur when! 
the Lord of the Harvelt has increaſed the number, and plentifully 
furniſh'd his peaceable ſerled Church, every Village being nov 
ſupplyed, and if the complaints of ſome be true, the nation ſo 0- 
veritock'd, that there is hardly imployment, much lefſe mainte- 
nance for the multirude : In this caſe ro make no difference of 
rimes, Where the mercifull Providence of God has made ſo valt : 
diſtin&ion,ſeemes little agreeable to reaſon. Bur if from. this,oc- 
cahion mult be raken preſently to forbid every petty interruption 
and diſturbance, how came St. Pax! tro contradict himſelf, and to 
follow his Tent-making, labouring with his hands for a lively- 
hood, which muſt needs take up a good part of his time, and hin- 
der his praying, and preaching. Adde to this , that the 7 Dea- 
cons appointed by the Apoſtles to ſucceed them mm the care of the 
Callections,were according to Epriphanns of the 70 Diſciples,yet. 
for the publick benefit their conſtant preaching was now and ther. 
diſpenced with to attend on Tables. 

3ly. We are threatned with ſeveral Canons roaring gain it,but 
ris ſuppoſed upon ſearch , they will be found falſery charged, and 
prove only brutafulmina, And here I cannot bur admire rhe mo- 
deſty of the Primitive Church, and the charity of the people,the 
earnelineſs of Princes in commiſſioning Spiritual perſons to com- 
poſe all emergent differences , and the forwardneſs of the op- 
prefled in flying to their impartial Tribunals for Juſtice ; wher= 
upon the holy Fathers in proceſs of time thought ir wiſdome to 
take off their Clergy from thoſe affaires, by ſundry ſevere Canons 
in many Councils, *Twere eafie to reckon up ſeveral prohibict - 
ons to this purpoſe our of Balſamon, Zonaras , Bininus|&c. 

It would be an infinite task to give particular anſwers to each 
Canon, and therefore I ſhall lay down ſome generall Rules,which 
may much conduce to the betrer underſtanding of them all, and 
If well applyed may help to ſolve moſt. ED 

Firſt , Tis clerr, the great defign was to forbid ambitions ſeek- 
74g after , and voluntary engagiug 1n ſecular matters , for ſordid 
ends, and covetuous principles. And this may probably be col- 
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le&ed, becauſe we find a diſpenſation given , when impoſed by 
the ſupreameMagittrate:In the Council of Sardis tis granted upon 
the motion of O/rus, 5: relligioſi Imperatoris luterrs vel invitats, vel 
wvocart fuerint , and undertaken in obedience , as cauſes of Piery 


and charity , overſeeing Widowes and Orphans , provided it 


extend not to the notoi10us negle& of their relligious callings. 
Thus Juſtin Martyr , Apol, 2, calls the Biſhop the great Steward 
of all rhe Poor, the contributions of the Faithfull being laid down 
ar his feer, and by him diſtributed, And Jgnatins to Polycarp, 
thar he was the great Trutftee of the widowes. 

2.1is not ſo much a total prohibition,as a prudent Reſtraint ,lealt a« 
nimoſries , and jealouſyes ſhould ariſe inthe Lairy,by roo much 
enchroaching nfon their Courts, and therefore the wiſedome of 
ſundry Councils , confined the Clergy to ſuch matters as were 
properly ot Eccleſiaſtical cognizarce. | 

The Third ground and reaſon of theſe interdiftions , was not 
the unfitneſs and incapacity of Spiritual perſons, but our of re- 
ſpeR to their emment callirgs , leaſt they ſhould be diſparaged by 
vile and mean imployments, and exprefle mention 1s made of ſor- 
did offices about Princes and Noble-men , as Stewards , Bailifes 
&'c, Bur when by the favour of Princes, their imployments were 
honourable,and their temporary diverfions,did bring abundant re- 
compence tothe Church ; we ſee thoſe that had the principall 
hand in enaQting theſe Canons themſelves engaging. Now can 
it be ſuppoſed, if this had been the meaning , they would have 
been guilty of ſo groſſe a contradition,and no future Council re- 
prove it, Cyprian much confirmes me in this opinion , who /, de 
Lapfis, is perſwaded that God ſent the great perſecution under 
Decias only to awaken the Chriſtians,who were grown exceeding 
corrupr, eſpecially the Clergy,for he complaines that the Biſhops 
themſelves abandoned their holy Fun&ions, & dealt in matte;s of 
the world , haunting Marts and Faires for filthy lucre ſake. And 
much to the ſame purpoſe we find in our ownBede,Gi/das &e,Now 
to beat doivn theſe enormities were ſo many Canons levelled, 
Burt to make peace between quarrelling nations, to compound 

differences amongſt Chriſtians and ſuch like, tending to the ho- 
nour of God and the glory of the Goſpel , which may be often 


praQtiſed wichour Derriment to their ſpiritual charges, I _ 
n 
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find theſe expreſly forbidden , or ſuch as ingaged in them, as Cy- 
ril, Auſtin , Chryſoſtoms, Gregory, Bernard &c. condemned, For 
if St. Paul became all things to all men to gain a Soul,will not that 
example bear his Sucefſours our, if they go tothe urmoſt verge 
of theic Chriſtian liberty , (till keeping on this fide fin , to pre- 
ſerve Kingdomes, the Churches peace, and prevent the effuſion 
of Chriſtian blood: Their abſence ſome dates from their private 
charges will be abundantly recompenced by ſuch happy conſe- 
quences. 

4ly If che utmoſt rigour muſt take place,and no diſpenſation be 
oranred,howv ſhal we reconcile the ſevereEdiats of ſomeCouncils, 
whereby theClergy are ftrialy injoyned to rake no care of their 


' Families, bur only and wholy to be intent upon reading, praying, 


and prerchin g (Carthagin,g.) with that of St, Paul , who pro- 
nounces ſuca a one worle then an Infidel. All ſober men will 
allow them to provide, bur not fo as to negleR rheir hol y FunAt- 
on , and this holds as well in Civil, as Family affaires. 

Thus being our of Canon-ſhor , we may ſecurely proceed, 
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S2&=<@ 1Sthe Obſervation of ſome that man comes into 
RC the world with his Face downwards , looking 
| EY ! from + :od , and ever ſince his Nature was tainted 

by the fall,there remaines in him an indiſpoſition 

to good , and tendency to evil. Nov becauſe 
openly. to fall foiwle upon Religion it ſelf , would 


be cenſured as down right Atheiſm , therefore the devil has 
raught 
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caught many a no leſle effe&uall , bur much more ſecure way to J 
begin with rhe Preachers of the Goſpel, to flight and vilifie chem, 1 
to deny them any reverend or honorable title: Chryſoſt..is expreſs | 
to this purpoſe (in Pſal. 13) rhar Hereticks have learn'd fromy | 
. Satannot rogive any names of honour to the Clergy , and all | 
this under a {pectous prerence of keeping them humble,rhar they LY 
may nor grow proud, A hopefull deſign ! and like well to doe the ? 
work : when we ſee Servas Servorum Det , under the diſguiſe of 
chis lowlineſs take more upon him, then Majelty it ſelf , making 
euen Emperours kifle his Toe, and hold his Stirrup. Bur the 
ſpirit of God 1s nor ſparing in aflercing their juſt rights , and he 
might have done well, to forbear , if there had been any ſuch dan- 
over of puſhing them up, they are ityled , the Lords Meſſengers, 
Hag.1, 13. Coworkers with God, Cor.3.6. Embaſſadours of God, 
2 Cor.5.20. Nor 1s any thing mote common,then ro entitle them 
aporsd]as 1 Tim. 5. 13, iyvuires Heb. 13, 7. 24. appellati- 
ons of honour gtven every where to Secular Dignity, and cannot 
be rendred into any vulgar language without borrowing from the 
Civil. | 
Nay ler me ſpeake it with reverence, neverdid Court-flattery 
atribute more ſ'velling names to the proudeſt Porenrate on earth, 
then the ſcripture does to Preachers of the Goſpel, iyling them 
Angels and Starres Rev.1.Light of the world,1 Cor.11. and high- 
er then which tis impoſſible to go, Gods, St. Foha 10. 34. And 
Hierom notes , that when St. Paul tearmes himſelf the Apoſtle of 
Jeſus Chriſt , he ſpeakes as loftily, as if he ſaid Prefeftus Pratorto 
eAuguſt. Ceſar: Lord cheif Juſtice of Auguſtus, CMagiſter exer- 
citus Tiberu Caſ.Generall of Tiberius Armies, So that here I can 
not but complain with the learned Mede of the Title Miſter, as 
very incommodious, and improper for the Preachers of the Goſ- 
pel, begetting an erroneous conceit in the vulgar, as if they were 
rhetr ſervants, who may more trucly be called their Maſters to 
' reachthem, and this is farther promoted by thoſe , whoin their 
common diſcourſe uſe the language of ſervizg ſuch or ſuch a BET 
Czre. But 1s 1t not aSoleciſme ro call the ſhepherd the Sheepes 
Miniſter, or ſervant ? To prevent this, he rather recommends the 
word. Pre;ſt, being only the Evangelical Presbyrer contracted : or 
if the long engroffine of that by the Papiſts , have made it odious 
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to nice cares, let Presbyter in the full ſound be retained, a word 
as ſoon, and as ealily underſtood as Miniltter. But tis a diſhcult 
Lask to alter ſo rooted a cuſtom, and we may ſooner ſuggelt whar 


4s expedient to be done,then find our a way to Reform 1t, Though 


it neerly concerns the Clergy in ſuch an Age as this ro be cautt- 
ous, that they give not the leaſt occaſion, which may contribute 
to their own debaſing. | 

I am not good at Heraldry, and therefore ſhall not take upon 
me to blazon the ſeveral Coats belonging to ſpiritual Dig- 
nities. Only I cannot but remark, that the Canon Law calls 
Patriarchs Swper-Illuſtres, Arch-Biſh, lluſtres, Biſhops Spettabiles, 
Doctors Clarrfſimos, Nay Chaſtanens proves out of the Clemen- 
tines, that the Tirle of Sereniſſimus belongs to the Biſhop. Bur 
I ſhall nor follo'v the ivild extravagancies of theſe men, whoſe 
ſordid flattery giving too much to the Clergy, has made others 
unwilling to gtve any at all,ar leaſt not their Due. 

Let us paſſe on to thoſe we can berter rely upon. Leo Africa- 
»45 aſſures us, that the Moores call many of their Ecclefiaſticks 


Seriphs, 7. e. Nobleimen. The Hebrews had no higher name: 


then VN to ſpeak Honour and reſpeR, frequently applyed to 
God himſelf, to Kings and Princes both of their own and other 
Nations, the Phil;ſtize Lords being called by it, Joſh. 13, yer you 
find Ovadrah, Controller of the Kings Family, and one that 
feared God, accoſting the poor Prophet Elzjah in that Language, 
I. King, 18, 7. and his ſervant Eliſha ſaluted with the ſame ap- 
pellation, 2, K1zg, 2, 

The moſt Honourable name the Greeks had was werG, and yer 
how familiar 1s this in the New Teſtament : and if Antiquity 
may come in to explain ir, there are no exprefſions more frequent 
co writers both of the firlt and middle ages concerning Biſhops, 
ren wer dy iwramnt, Fanta, Tide, Which if a man 
ſhould render moſt holy and Honoured Maſters, twould hardly 
conſiſt with the State attributed ro them, even in thoſe early 
daies, Where the Conſecration of a Biſhop is Ryled fitting on a 
Throne.Now theModeſty of theAncients did receive theſe Titles 
of Honour without Rain of pride, or blemiſh to their Humility, 
having *« hriſt for their pattern , who approves his Diſciples 


calling him Lord and Maſter, Goſpel meekneſſe may well yr 
Vir 
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wich an Hono:able Title, and no wiſe man will be pufr up with 
an aery ſound. Tis the affeRing of it then thar Chriſt con- 
demns, when he forbids any to call his Diſciples Maſter. 27ar.2 2. 
otherwiſe, if the letter be urged, all of us muſt turn Quakers, 
and ſhake hands with civility. Hozour theſe that are over you, 
Phil. 2. and what lefle hohour then in a word. | 

Now does (304 command, and ſhall we fcruple to give ir, and 
cenſure them that receive it ? What Barbarous impiety is 
it, to ſet ſo low a rate upon Learning and Religion , make them 
ſo ſervile, that no Appellation of Reverence or eſteem muſt be 
oiven the Profeſſours of them ? Is it for rhe honour of England 
ro grudge a ſmall title to the Paſtovrs of Souls, which all the 
Governours of our Bodies, and Eſtates enjoy without regret, 
which any common Artizan, that can but ſcrape together a little 
wealth, and is promoted to Office, is ſaluted with , and we ſaw 
of late was given to Brewers and Coblers, &c, Is it for the 
Honour of England to courc and reſpe& the Embaſſadours of 
men, and to flight thoſe thar repreſent the perſon of Chriſt, and 
rank them With the baſeſt Peaſants > Nor 1s this due to their 
perſons only ; for let them be never ſo vicious, their Profeſſions 
may challenge it. Fer Jeſus Chrift ſaith Cypriay. DL, 3.Ep.1 9. 
yeilded honour unto the Prieſts of the Jews, though they rerain- 
ed neither the fear of Cod, nor knowledge of him, teaching us 
lawſully and fully to honour true Prieſts, by his behaviour unto 
falſe, And Chryſoſtom ſpeaks roundly, How. 2. 1m Ep. 2.4d Tim. 
This 1s the caule of all evil, that the authority of Eccleſfiaſti- 
call Rulers is decayed, and no honour, no reverence, no fear 
yielded to rhem. He that 1s religiouſly affe&ed to the Frieſts, 
will with greater ptzty reverence God : and he that deſpiſeth the 
Prieſt cometh by degrees tothis, that be waxeth contumelious a- 
gainſt God himſelt. 

I knov many are ſcandalized ar the Lordlineſſe of our Fiſhops, 
for no orher reaſon taen that it comes too near the Roman garb. 
Zur 1s 1t not a piece of folly, that every thing which carries with 
It the face of o:der, and decency mutt preſently be decried as 
ſuperſtitious and Anrichriſtian : and all that defend it charged as 
friends to Rome, Caſſararian, Gronan Papiſts, I muſt profeſle, 
ris my perſivaſion, that the peeviſhnefſe of many Reformers car- 

| ried 
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ried them farther from Rome, then neceſſity required, and manY 
profitable commendable rhings have been diſuſed by ns, becauſe 
praiſed by them: bur 1s it charitable is it rational ro conceive 
that Church ſo full of errors,that it had not one dram of truth re- 
 maining, that once pleaſanr Garden of Chriſt ſo overrun with 

weeds;that it had not one good flower init?I remeber Valentinus 
Gentilis made it a great argument againſt theReformed Chuches, 
for that they agreed with the Papifs in the Do&rine of 
the Trinity. Bur we mult nor rearm every thing Superſiitious 
that 1s believed or praiſed by the Church of Rome, no more 
then we do every thing Ceremonial,that we read of in uſe amongli 
the Jews,who we knoiv had cuſtoms Moral,as well as Levitical.I 
{hall never therefore raſhly condemn any thing as Popith, meerly 
becauſe I find it amongſt them,unleſs Scripture, Antiquity,or rea- 
ſon induce me. Sure I am, Peter Martyr, and Fewel,were never 
ſuſpeRed adherents to that party; yet ſee whar Titles the former 
oives the later in the Preface to his Treatiſe of Ubiquiry,and eve- 
ry where 1n his Epiltles. 

Bur I ſhall not waſte time and paper in contending for this, 
ſince if the Subſfarce be once recovered (the Revenues,and Juriſ- 
dition) this Shadow will ſoon follow, 


PC ENSESNIEENSS 


THE 


CELERGTIES 
PRIVILEDGES. 


Gn, —_——__.. 


| — 


CHAP. I. 


The ancient Immunities of the Clergy, with their preſert 
State in 0ther Nations, | 


K THE 


7 


' 


Eccle. Hift. 
L.1O.c. 7e. 
Z:70M. Ll 


Ce. 9s 


*Syelm, Glof. 
V. Daneg. 


YSpelm.Con, 


An Apology for the 


@1 He Prudent Piery of the firſt Chriſtian Emperours 
F for the better incouragement of Religion, and 

Learning, conferred many large Immunities and 
; K Exemprions upon Church-men,freeing them from 
Wis Sublidies, Impoktions,and ſundry Services where- 
with the reſt of their Subjects were burdened. 
* Euſebius and Zozomen record ſeveral Priviledges granted by 
Corſtaitine, that thoſe who miniſter in holy Religion, be wholly 
free and exempt from all publick burthens. Nor were the An- 
cient Franchiſes of our Britiſh Church ſhort either for number or 
extent, being all confirmed by Magna Charta without reſtraint, 
My Lord Cook, acknowledges that the Clergy had more and 
oreater liberties then other of the Kings Subjects, which to ſer 
doivn would ask a Volume ; ſome feiv he recites,as that they were 
diſcharged from Parveyarces, Tols, (uſtoms, Diſtreſſes by the 
Sheriff inthe old inheritance of the Church, with others of the 
like nature, Bur moſt of theſe are now loſt, and their condition 
reduced below the meanelt Calling in the Nation. It would 
make a man mourn and weep, as often as He looks back upon the 
Charity of our Saxon Anceſtours, who in their greateſt Impoſiti- 
ons ever excuſed Eccleſiafticks, nopart of that inſuppo:table Tax 
of *Daregelr,under which the Kingdom ſo much groaned, being 
paid by them, and till after the Conqueſt they were ever privi- 
ledged. For * Ethelwolfe in a full Convention of his States at 
Wincheſter, A. 855. enafted that Tithes and Church-Lands 
throughout all his Dominions, ſhould be free from civil burthens 
and exations,as much as Royal Tributes great and ſmal.But how 
ſtrangly has the Caſe been altered of late ? How uncaual were 
Contributions and Quarterings during our Inteſtine Wars ? 
What heavy burthens did the poor Clergy bear ? no Redreſle to 
rhe bitrereſt complaints being found from their Lay-Judges, who 
only made ſport at their miſery and oppreſſion, as if nothing 
were too bad-for Black-Coats, Now thoſe dates,through mercy, 
are over, and muſt be forgotten, but ſtill ro be wounded by the 
hand of their friends, and to receive the ſame hard meaſure from 
pretended well-wiſhers, that ſ?rikes to the very heart, When no 
regard 1s had of all their paſt ſufferings, Fir-Frmirs, Tenths (no 
ſmall ttanding Revenue of rhe Croivn, amounting as ſome com- 
pute 
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pute to neet 40000. per az.) which they joyfully diſcharge, but 
they mult (till be left ro the arbitrary diſproportionat Impoſktions 
of every domineering inſolent Officer, The Conſideration hereof 
has convinced many (formerly of a different perſwaſon) that tis 
not onely uſeful, bur expedient, bur neceffary to the Church rs 
have ſome of its own order in poiver to prote& them, and hear 
cheir jult grievances. Bur what farther concerns our own Privi- 
ledges, being ſo learredly handled by the immortal Spe/man, and 
the General ones fo tully ColleSted by * Rebaffus and others, I De Stud, prie 
ſhall not here infift upon them, = vileg. 
The grand Concern at preſent which I principally dehign, 
is, how far rhey were priviledged as to publick Afemblies, and 
Stare Conſultations. And that Conſtantine , with many other 
ſucceeding Emperours made uſe of their Advice both at home 
and abroad, imployed them in Embatlies, and other Important 
Transa&tions has been allready demonfirared. Ir now remains 
to ſee how they fared in other Places, And firft, if ſuch an Ar- 
ouTrent could hope to ſway with Chriſtians, ir ſhould ſoon be 
proved, that thoſe,who attended rhe worſhip of theHeathen gods, 
were admitted into chePan-Mrolium,andAmphi&yontanCouncil, 
amoneſt the eAtheman Areopagirtes, and Roman Senators, that 
the old G auls divided their States * in Draidas (who had omm- *Ca/-Com, L.6 
un Rerum immunitatem) Equites, Plebem, as the * Egyptians did Yir4b0 L. 17+ 
into Prieſts, Soldiers, and Artificers. But leaving Gent:/iſamue, 1 
ſhall haſten to Chriſtendome. And here once for all premiſe, 
that by the Fundamental Conſiiturions of moſt Nations in E#- 
rope, Three Eſtates are generally fetled, whereof the Clergy, or 
Prieſthood is ever oze. Novy to make this good, though I might 
produce variety of Inſtances, yer I ſhall content my ſelf with 
the ſingle Teſtimony of Calvin, knowing that it will go farther 
with many then a Jury of others. This we find expreſlely aflerred 
in thar * Piece which ſome cry up next to the Writings of the , fits £ 
Apoſtles, in ſingulis Regms tres ſunt Ordizes , which how _ 2 
ro make up without the - Spir:tualty 1s beyond my skill. $e4.zr. 
In our neighbour Nation of Frazce the pra&tice is notoriouſly 
kgoiwn , the antient Ryle of the Royall edits alwaies running , 
as 'tis recorded of Pepin A, 744. per confilium Sacerdotum , 5 * Thuan, 
-Oprimatum ordinavimns , & per caaſilium Sacerdotum , & . Opti- Pfii"« 
matum Ordinavit Caroleomannus, It might farther be noted, th 
33 {1x 
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Six Prelates here are Peeres of the Kingdome, Three of them be- 
ing Rtyled Dukes & three Comnts , though the whole number of 
the Parrte exceed not 12, As likewiſe that the Biſhop of Paris 
has a peculiar Indulgence of being preſent in every Court of 
rhat Royal City without exception. Look into Hxygary there 
Thwrocz4us informes us , that by the Fundamentall Laywes of 
K, Stephen , the Biſhops 1 Conc:l1o Regrs Prim aſſiſtunt. Poland 
comes behind none in 1ts Reverence to the Clergy , where the 
Arch-Biſhop of G veſua is Primas Regni , & Princeps primmns, 
whoſe Jurisdi&ion is not limited to the Spiritualty alone , bur 
has the chief place in the rank of the Senators aſſigned him, the 
greatelt Authority in all Conſultations. And when ar any time 
there happens an /zter-regnum (as it frequently may in thoſe Elec- 
2ve Kingdomes) it belongs to him ro Summon a Dyer , ro give 
Audtence to Foraign Embaſſadors , and to appoint a time , and 
place for the choice of the new King. After him follow the reft 
of the Ecclefraſticks, who in the * Aſſemblies take place of allthe 
Secular Nobles, My Authour farther enlarges this to hive pro- 
ceeded from the Piery of the Poljh Kings towards the Church, 
that rhe Sonnes of ir, ſhould for ever have the higheſt Place in all 
Conventions, with many other Priviledges , which to this day 
they enjoy in his own words (No Clergy-man xerther, but a Law- 
yer) maximo-illius Regui (ommodo, Emolumento, Adjumento,addo & 
Ornamento, 1d. Cromergs addes, that there 1s ever a Royal ſtand- 
ing Council alligned the King, of which number there are alvaies 
Two Arch-Biſhops and Seaven Biſhops. Then hov conſiderable 
a number in all the German Dyetrs , the Ecclefiaſticks are * Pax- 
wins is a witneſs beyond exception, who reckons up 34. Biſhops 
that have their vores there, beſides Abbots, Priors &c. who paſſe 
for Religions Perſons. And in the Septemvirare , we find no 
lefle then 3 Clergy men , Mets Arch-Chancellour of G ermazy, 


Coln of France , and Trriers of Italy. I ſhall wholy our of this 


Caralogue omit Spain and Jraly , as being ſuch known Vaſſals to: 


the Pope, where the Clergy rule the roaſt. But one word daſhes 
all this , they are Papiſts , which 1s argument enough to many 
to condemn? a thing , though back'd by never ſo ſtrong reaſgns. 
Ler us exar.ine ho'v matters ſtand with others, who have"no 
correſpondence vith Rome. Andreas Burens, 19 hi's deſcription of 
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Sweden , acknowledges thar the Ecclehaſticks were heretofore the 
prime men in the Senate, till the Covetuouſnes of Gaffavys. 
the firſt, deſpoiled them of their Revenues. Yer fince the Re- 
formation they (till ro this day retain their ſuffrages in all publick 
Dyers of the x. ingdome. And when the new Crowned King makes BureiDeſcrip. 
choice of his Counſellours the Arch-Fiſhop of Vpſalis (till rhe Sec. 
[5 firſt ; who is allowed a greater proportion of Attendants , when 
he comes to the King, then any Noble-mnn in the Nation , no 
lefle then 40. Horſe being permicted him, whereas others Reti- 
rue muſt nor exceed Zo. andin the great Aſſembly, A. 1600 
convened at Lizcopen,ne find mentioned both Biſhops and other 
Feccleliaſticks, For Denmark, Pontanns recites 7 Biſhops, as the 
Ecclefiaſticatt Nobility, who have Vores in all grand meetings. 
Jonas ab Elvervelt diſtributes the ſtates of Holfein into Three 
Orders, I King, and Princes, 2 Prelates, 3 the Families of the 
Nobles, and he makes the Biſhops of Labec , and Sleſwick,, the 
2 prime Peeres 1n all the Dyers, Jn Scotland anciently the Biſhops MS in Arch, 
and Prelares were efſential members cf Parliament, and had their 50d. entit.che 
Seates on the Right Hand. of the Prince. And ina Parhament yok | _— 
held ar Edinburg A.1 597,aVore palled for reſtoring theClergy ro | 
their Originil Priviledges, as the 3 Eſtate of the Kingdom , the 
Learned King James condemning that A& of Annexing their 
Temporalties ro the Crown , as * vile and pernicious. Then for pafl. Dor. 1. 
( Geneva,who is fo much a firanger to the conduR of that Reforma- 2.p.43. 
tion,as to be ignorant,wvhat a ſtroke Calvizand others had upon the 
Senate or grand Counſel, which gave occaſion ro the complaint 
of ſome, that they had expelled one Biſhop, and admitted many. If 
oh remoter Countries be regarded amongſt the Abiflines, the Cler- 
gy 1s Paramount, * imployed in affaires of all natures , and We p,,ge,, or 
| read in Damianus a Goes of Zaga-Zaba an Ethiopian Biſhop Vice- FA 
| roy of Bagara, ſent EmbyTadour to the King of Portugal. 
1 In Muſcovy their Supreame Convention, which the Inhabitants 
f call Zabore , conliſts of the great Duke , 20 Nobles, and as many ; 
Ecclehiaſticks, the common People being wholy excluded, And Gaawn 
when they are mer together to deliberate , the Patriarch, and Ec- 
cleſiafticks are firſt conſulted, and deliver their Opinion, 
I ſhall conclude this Paragraph, only reminding that neither 
Pagans, nor Mahomatans are ſo inhuman,ſo diſcourreous _— $ 
| their 
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rheir Prieſts,as to deny them this Liberty, For Tully acquaints us, 
that it was by the appointment of the gods, that the Porrtifices 


| ſhould nor. only take care of Religion, but ſumme Reip. preeſſe 


Polmerunt, Nay at this very day the Barbarous Turks never ex- 
clude their Mufct,bur allow him free entrance into all their Coun- 
cills, and Divan, 


CHAP. II. 


The Clergies Antient Priviledges in this Kingdom, and 
their Reſtitution preſſed by many Argaments. 


Is Recorded to the Glory of Ezglard, that her Bounty and 

Liberaliry ro the Church in Stately Fabricks, and Revenues, 
her Favour and Indulgence in large Priviledges,and Immunities 
have come: ſhort of no Nation in the World. I might produce 
many inſtances to that purpoſe ; bur for the preſent ſhall ſingle 
Out one,as more emment and glorious then the relt, viz, Admitring 
them to all publick Debates, and Aſſemblies, 

Ile begin with the Saxons who had many ſolemn meetings, 
I, their Scire-Gemots, Which ſome learned Antiquaries reſemble 
to our County-Conrts, or Sheriffs-Tory, in Which all Cauſes, both 
Criminal and Civil concerning Church, or State were handled. 
The Perſons bound to be preſent,were the Sheriff , the Biſhop, 
and all che Nobles of the County : till ar laſt upon their Hum- 
ble Petition Ecelefiaſticks were diſpenſed with by the Statute 
= Marlborough 52. Edw. 3. unleſle urgent neceſſity requi- 
red it. 

Secondly, Their Folc-mots, a kind of Annual Parlizment,com- 
monly held the beginning of Hay, in which all the Princes of 
the Kingdom, Biſhops,and Magiſtrates aſſembled, and the Laity 
took the Oath of Allegiance,and confirmed their own mutual U- 
nion before the Biſhops. The Original of this 1s intimated to be 
as high as King * Arthur. ED” 

Thirdly. 1 heir Wittena-G emots, or Mycel-Synoth, the Grand 
Convention of the Wiſemen, Theſe whoſoever deſires ” _ 
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farther into, may have recourſe to Spelmans Laborious Gloſlary, 
V. Gemot. Now out of none of theſe were the Clergy excluded, 
but ever reckoned an eminent Principal parr of each, their Coun- 
ſel, Vores, and Approbation demanded before any Lars were 
conſtruted. 
. For proof of this we ſhall look back above 1000 years,to Ethel- 
bert, who preſently after eAuſtins arrival, A, 605. calld a grand 
Aſſembly, ram * Cleri, quam Populi,, In the Laivs of King Ira, , Srofim, Con? 
which Florentins Wigorn, dates A. 686, Spelman 692, Lambard ,, mo " 
712.\e read that they were written by the perſwafion and ad- 
| vice of his Biſhops Hedda, 2nd Erkewwald: and though Spe/mau 
excerps no more then concefn theChurch(as being only proper to 
| his deiign) yer Lambard mentions many C:vi/ matters there de- 
| rermined. And when the Great League and Union between 
! the Britons, Saxons, and Pitts was concluded we have it ratified 
per commune Conſiliam, & eA ſſerſum Ornnium Epiſcoporum, Pro= 
cerum, Comtum, & ommum Sapiextum Searorum & Populorum, Bed.Hiſt, [.1, 
> per Praceptum "Regis Tue, In the Laws of K. Ethelſtau about 
the year 924. (Spelm, 922.) theres no mention of any other 
Counſellours for their enacting, but his Arch-Biſhop. #/fhelm, 
> and the reit of his Biſhops, who were at feaſt the Prime Perſons * Lamb.p.45: 
there, though the Body of the Laws concerns * ſecular affairs, 
Spelman ſele&ing only Ecclefialtical, yer in the Title he owns 
| others paſſed. In the Lays of Edmwnd about A.946.the King had a 
full meeting of Ecclefiaſticks, and La:cks ar London, in which 
were preſent Odo and Wulſtan the Arch-Buthops, none of the reſt ,1,, ” 
4 being once named. Again A. 948. to a great Convention of the 
Eſtates at Loxdon under Edred Writs of Summons are iflued out 
ro the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, and yet there agitur deNegotiis 
Reg, c1vil matters are treated of. Tngulph. p. 875. Spel, Con. p. 
28, | 
k Come to the Dazxes, A, 1021, we find a Publick Aſſembly 
called at Wincheſter by Canutus, which an Old MS, files a Parl, 
wherein were preſent Wulſtaxe, and Adelnode the Arch-Biſhops, 
ivich orher Biſhops, Dukes and Earls : and though there may be 
a miſtake in tearming ir a Parl, rhe name being nor known in that 
Age, yet the ſubſtance may be true as to rhe Members of the Spel. Cons. p. 
Convention, And that none of theſe were Halz-Gemors or Chirc- 534+ 
& Gemots, 
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Gemots, {Which the Moderns tearm Corvocations) will appear, 
becauſe the uſual Title of chem is Magna ServorumDer Fre- 
quentia,LL. Inz A. 727. & alibi paſſim. 

Now ducing theſe 2, Periods there's no mention of PBaromes, 
but all the Chnrch Tenure, Pura Elemoſyna, Frank, Almorgn, and 
the Biſhops ſate only as Eminent Prelates by virtue of their Spt- 
ritual Dignirtes, For there being hardly any Laws but ſome way 
or other concerning Religion, and the good of Souls,therefore in 
the enaQting of rhenm rhe Counſel, and advice of the Clergy was 
ever required by our prudent Anceſtors, 

Thus much for the Grand Aſſemblies, Ryled uſually by Spel- 
man Pan-Anglica, and Pan-Britanuca ; the more private this 
Statute of Edgar will put beyond all diſpute, injoyning, ex om: 

Commnata bis quotanms Convent agitor, cui quidem illins Diaceſis 
Fpiſcopus, & Senator nterſunto, quorum alter Jura Drivina, Hu- 
mana alter Populum edoceto, Nor can Selden, who ever fits 
upon the Clergies skirts, if he gets the leaſt advantage, deny 
that the Eiſhop was joyned wich the Ealderman. This was af- 
rerwards confirmed by Canutus the Dane, Spelm. G loſ. v. Alderm. 
Much more might have been ſaid of this, bur that I am prevented 
by a learned pen, whoſe Ptece I had nor the fortune to ſee till my 
ColleQions were finiſhed, and finding we jumpr in many things, 
am nov forced to wave them. | 

Hitherto the Saxon and Daniſh Government : paſſe we do:vn 
cothe Normans, and here we have ll. ſolemnly with an oath 
ratifying the Laws of S. Edward, and this of Remark is added, 
S1quis ſaute pacens Eccleſie wiolenter 1fregerit, Epiſcoporum eft ju- 
ſtitia Lam.p.13 g.parag. 6.Ard in ſundry old Royal Precedents of 
writs,we read ſuch clauſes as theſe, Nolumms quod libertas Eccleſia 

er ms,vel miniſtros noſtros quoſcung, aliqualiter violetur ; & Tnra, 
& libertates Eccleſiaſticas illeſa volentes 1a ommbus obſervari, Re- 
giſtr, 1n Brev. Orig. paſſim. 

And here we come to that great Change in the State Eccleſia- 
Nick, the Biſh, who had been ever reputed,and enjoyed the Pri- 
viledges of Than majores among the Saxons, are nov tranſlated 
ro Barons, Which gave occaſion to that groundlefſe error of ſome 
ro Date their firſt Sttting in Parl, hexce, as if the Conquerour to 
curry favour with the Clergy, the better toſettle his new gotten 
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Kingdom, conferred this nonour upon them. But. certainly if 
there were truth 1n this, rhe C lergy are much too blame and very 
ungrareful,who returned nothing but complaints and murmurings 
for ſo grear a Favour : and all che Writers of thar age mult be 
corrected, ior repr2ſent1:;,; a1m as avrofelt Znemy of the Church, 
To clear up this, I ſhall give bur one inſtance, In an old Record, 
entituled, L;ber £r, Alban, we read tins paſſage of Frederick the 
Abbor, thar to obſtru&t rhe March or #4. he felled all the trees 
abour him, and laid them crofſe the waies ; whereat the Con- 
querout was ſo enragee, that ate: wards, ſending for him upon 
Securiry,he demanded of tie Abbot twe meaning of that cutting 
down the woods, who reſolurely anſwered, 1 have done bur as 
becomes me ; and if all the Spiricual Perſons throughout the 
Kingdom had dons their endeavours againlt thee , as they might, 
and were in duty bound to have done, thou wouldlt never have 
been able to enter the Lind thus far. The Duke replied, 1s the 
Spiritualty of England of ſuch poiver ? If 1 hive and enjoy that 
which I have gotten, I will mak their Power leſſe, Add to this that 
Stratagem of the Kentiſhmen in ſurrounding rhe King, and for- 
cing him to a compoſition under the conduct of Srrgand the Arch- 
Bith. which ſo netled him, that he never was heartily reconciled, 
and proved as good as his word to the Abbot, oppreſſing the Clergy 
all his raign, bringing them under Knights ſervice, and ordering 
how many Souldiers each Biſh. ſhould maintain for him, and his 
Succeſſours, the Church till his daies being free from Bondage. 
Let no man then dream that ſuch an enemy as Will. did as an Act of 
Grace, and F avour, ereft them into Baromes, which was ever loobt 
upon as a grievarce,and gloriow Piece of ſlavery. 

This was a ſh:ewd (baking,yer ill they preſerved their Votes 
in all Aſſemblies, and upe1 fammoning Parl, Writs are creed 
Archi-Ep. Fp. &c. All ancient Charters and Grants ſubſcribed, 
(after the mode of rhoſc rimes) teftibus Archi-Ep.Ep. In a Trea- 
tiſe entituled, The Fg: 1nd Manner of keeping Parl. (MS i» 
Arch. Bod!: ) which Selden allows to be as long ſtanding, as 
Ed. 3. but Cook adds neer 290 years more, and raiſes it to the 
Cenquerours time, which the Title pleads for) we are told that 
40 daies before Summons areto be iſſued out to the Arch-B. P. 


and other great. Clerks, that held by County or Barony.Nay the 
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Clergy in each Shiere had two Proctors repreſenting them which 
had more authority then the Biſh. in things to be granted or de- 
nied in Parl, We are farther informed,that the King may hold a 
Parl, for the Commonalty of the Realm without Biſhops, Earls, 
or Barons, {o they had Summons, although they come nor. Bur 
on the contrary, if the-Commonalrty of the Clergy, and Tempo- 
ralty being warned, either do not or will not come : in this caſe, 
what ever the King doth with his Liſhops, Earls and Barons, is 
of none effe&, For to all As of neceſſity the Commonalty of 
Parl. muſt conſent, z.e. the Proftors of the Clergy, Knights of 
the Shiere,Citizens and Burgeſles,for their Perſons repreſent the 
Commonialty of Emglard, and the States do repreſent bur their 
ewn perſons, Id. I have ſeen another ancient MA, (in Bibl, Cotto.) 
contirming the ſame, with this title, Mods renends; Parl, ) and 
citing other large Priviledges of the Clergy. 

Pur why Ntand I upon this, when Mr. Pi» himſelf, whoſe teſti- 
mony I the rather mention, he being known a profeſt enemy 
(though as he has lived to retract his Anti-Monarchical, ſo ris 
hoped he may his Ante-Epiſcopal Principles) in his Hiſtorical 
Colle&ions of the Ancient Parl. of Exmgland,acknowledgeth,that 
during all the Saxo» times from about A« 670, till King Joh, 
About 1200, the great Council of the Nation, or Parl, coniifted 
only of the King, Princes, Biſhops, Dukes, and Nobles,no lower 
Houſe being then known, which our beſt Antiquaries conceive 
took its original about the time of Hey, 3, 

I ſhall put a Period to this, with the Teſtimony of our Engli() 
Papinian, my Lord Cook, who aſſures us, that 2.4 Spiritual Perſons 
exghr ex debito Juſtttiz, to have a Writ of Summons ſent them 
every Parliament. 


TJ bis Premiſed ;T ſhal no'v ſpeak a bold word, if the proudeſtAd - 

verſary can produce inſtances of any SolemnMeerings,/1ttina- 
Gemots, or Parliaments for 1000 years paſt , whereunto the 
Clergy were not ſummoned, any Statutes publickly enacted du- 
ring 
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ring all the Chriſtian Saxon , Daniſh,and Norman times without 
their Aﬀittance, or Advice, by my conſent the Cauſe ſhall be 
given up. As for the Precedenr of their Excluſion under Edw. 
I. at S, Edmundsbury, which ſome triumph in, if there be any 
cruth in the Narrative (as may welTbe queltioned) we know tivas 
done in a Pet, a trarſport of the Rozal Diſpleaſure for their oblimar 
adhering tro Rowe, and non compliance with his Demands,who 
yet the next Parl. about a year after makes an Apology for his 


extravagancies(doubrleſle with an eye to thar AA )charging all up- Wlfngh, Vit, 


-FI 


on the preſent exigences of his Aﬀairs, And why ſhould this be Ed 1, 


urged more again(t rhe .Glergy, then thar other 1s againſt the 
Lawyers, who were ſhut our of rhe Laymens Parl. under He. 4. 
where yet we find the Biſhops, and among others Tho, Arundel, 
ſtourly reſiſting, and preſerving the Clergies Temporalties, which 
thoſe Church-Robbers gaped after ; who, ſo they might ſpare their own 
Purſes, were content to ſpoule their God to reliene their Kirg, Cer- 
tainly, if envy it ſelf conld have found ont the leaſt colour of Law to 
deny them this Priviledge,it had never been reſerved for our unhappy 
Hge. Many times have they been ftruck ar, many great blows 
received, as: at (!areadon under Hey. 2. where their Wings were 
much clipt, yer {till they are permitted, /ztereſſe Fudicits Curie 
Regis Cum Baronibus quouſque pervematur ad Dimuntionem mens- 
brorum, vel mortem ; {till their Votes are ſafe, 

Do bur look into Magna Charta, which all our Kings at their 
Coronation are ſ\vorn to maintain, we ſhall find in favour of the 
Clergy, e have granted to God, and by this our preſent {, harter Con- 
firmed for us and our Heirs for ever, that the Church of England ſhall 
be Free, and have all her whole Rights, and Liberties Inviolable. All 
the Nation being content to ſtand accnrſed if this Grant were at 
any time infringed or. diminiſhed, and any thing that ſhould be 
done contrary to this was iplo fatto declared void. 26 Edw. 
6th | 

Now it becomes us to examine, what thoſe Rights were the 
Church enjoyed at the rarifyng that Charter and through all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages hath practiſed, until our late Unnatural Diviſions, 
and let vs not pat our Prixces upon a zeceſſity of Perjury, which, 
(fome are of Opinion) can. hardly be avoided,unlefſe either thar 
O:th be wholly omitted, which ferv true Engliſh Hearts wiſh for, 
K 2 Or 
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or ſome Alceration made , which,of how DeſtruAive conſequence 
it miy prove in time, let others judge, W hat 1s the Clergres hard 
Fate to day, maybe others tomorrow. And we had a late ſad ex» 
, ample , the doore being once open, how farre the Houle of Com- 
mons Went in turning rhe Temporall I ords after them.l am not 
ionorant , that many toule big crimes were objected to them,that 
it might paſſe the curranter, bur the plain Truth is, their Grard 
(1 had almoſt ſaid) their only Fault was Loyalty ro their Prince. 
3he Sons of Fathion ſaw there was no comming at the Scepter, 
till they had removed the Croſer , ſo that through the hides 
of Eprſcopacy no lefſle then Monarchy was (truck at. Bur 
the better ro diſguiſe the buſines , ſome (rit:ciſmes of Law 
were laid to their charge , and upon this nicerty mult the firſt, 
and one of the main Branches of agna Charta be broken, which 
our Anceſtours ſo Religiouſly kept , 10 often 2ſſerted with their 
deareſt blood : Lirtle imagining that ever Poſteriry for ſo flight 
a matter Would have made ſo wide a breach in ir, afrer above 30 
ſolemne Confirmanons in ſucceſhve Parliaments. For this mult the 
poor Clergy looſe their Birthright, 8 be eterually diſabled from Vs- 
ng within thoſe Walls,for \ hich they can plead above 10004yeares 
Preſcription ; their 11tle being never once queſtioned , till the 
inconſiJerate Zeal of ſome Male-Contents abour 19 years fince in 
May 1641. unhappily moved that black Bill: whereunto through 
the necetlity of the rimes, full of Tumulcs,an1 upronres,the Roy- 
all Aſezt, to purchaſe Safety , with an unwilling williygneſs w1s 
yeilded, I cannot ſay given, to ſo great a ciftreſſe was Majeliy then 
reduced, I paſſe by thoſe un-Parlirmentary irregularities, which 
ſome take notice of , the Repulſes ir metr with , but being to 
ſerve the preſent Intereſt,by ſubtle contrivances ar laſt rivas carri- 
ed. And from this Critical Epoch may we date the riſe of our late 
Embroilements, and wild Confuſions , under which miſerable 
Erglavd hs {1 long gromed , and the whole world ſtood amazed 
ar, All the weitth which the Piety of our Fore-Fathers hid been 
ſo mmny 2923 in h2rping up, all the Priviledges which their Pru- 
den-e h1d t© deliberately con ferred, being in a few dayes Paſſion 
ſ.valloved up. Well, adnit t he preſent Biſhops, did unadviſedly 
runne into a Premumre , could no Perſonall Fine , or Pumſhment 


expiare their Delinquercy ? Mult their Innocent Succeſſours ill 
ſmart. 
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ſmart for it? Muſt ſo many merits of their worthy Predeceſſours be 
buried in the Grave of ungrarefull Cblivion? Ir were an eatie mat- 
rer to produce a large Catalogue of Emment Prelares,who by their 

rent Advice have oftentimes prevented Eloodſhed , preſerved 
Peace,ſaved a ſinkzng Kingdome , and a dying Religion, Many good 
works have they done amonglt us,many Colledges, & Schools erec- 
red,and endowed,many material Chutches by their munificence, 
and Iving Temples of the Holy Ghoſt built by their miniſtry, and 
for which of theſe mutt rhey now be thus hardly dealt withall? 
Thus disfranchis'd ? That they who heretofore carried the princi- 
pall ſtroke in Cabinet Councils, and publick Dyers, are acknow- 
Jedged in a Recorded Statute, an * High and one of the greateſt 8 Q. Elixab. 
E ſtates of the Kingdome, muſt now for ever be excluded the two G Is Cooke. 
orett Aſſemblies of the Nation,as not concern'd in the civil Peace, nP-Pc44 C47 4s 
and be denied Repreſentatives to en: thoſe Laives , to Which 
they profeſle, and ye1ld mo{t cordial Subjection , a Priviledge 
granted to the meareſt Alechanich ina (orporation, the arrameſs. 
| Bamphin ina County, that can but zweare has Vorty Lhillings a 
f year: Every other Profeſſion being admitted , only Keligion and 
| Learning voted out of doores, Bur if this holds , what a fair ad. 
vantage will the Romanſts have to upbraid us, with a Parliamen- 
rary Religion, when the profound Myſteries of rhe Trinity , the 
knotty Controverhes of Predeſiination, Free-will, Perſeverance 
c. mult be ſtared by thoſe, ſome of whom many times poſhibly 
may be better acquainced with the nature of a Hawke , or Hogrd, 
Buying, or Selling Commodities ,, then ſuch ſublime Speculations, 
| (Pardon the Expreſſion, waich the Iniquity of former times drew 
from me, and 1s not inrended to refle& upon any worthy Patriots, 
whereof this Nation can boaſt as large a nur ber as any of its 
neighbours) I ſay, let it be ſeriouſly conſidered, how we ſhill an- 
ſfvere that Cavi/, when the moſt competent Judges of ſuch mar- 
rers are clean caſheered, no regard being had of their Ripe Abi- 
lictes, and exquiſite knowledge, | 

Not to mention the Poprſh Lords,who are grown ſo »umerens,all 
of a Fudgment, and watchfull to lay hold on every opportunity to 
f merit by promoting the Cathelich Cauſe, and one Pocket may 
l carry a great many Suffriges, whereby much danser may enſre,un- 
| les timely ba!laxced by the Lawn-Sleeves, The crafty Teſuice is 

not 


Cook 4. Inſt, 


An Apology for the 


not ignorant of this , who keepes a Jubile ro ſee what a wound 1$ 
ojven tothe Reformation , how much ground he has got by deba- 
ting-our Englith Clergy, whom of all the world he formerly mott 
dreaded,bur if their Plumes be thus pul'd, their Revenues impaixed, 
their Priviledges abated, he then hopes to deal well enough with 
them. And we mult look to ſee every lione moved, Rowe, Geneva & 
Munſter joymng,to compaſle the continuance of this miſery, But let 
not them deſpaire who have Ceſar on their fide. We knorv that by 
the Law of che land the King is Guardian to the poorOrphan Church 
which is everſaid to be :#fra etatem, in its minority, & in (#ſtodia 
Domin Regis, and now is the time for Majeltie to appeare both 
for the Churches Honor , and irs own Security, Fer of late yeares 
there hath been an u»happy Notion (tarted, and kept up by ſome (no 
well-wiſhers to the Scepter ) that the Three Eſtates of this nation 
confiſt of King , Lords , and Commons. , which how farr it. may 
countenance former A#»gs, and indanger future Diſturbances , I 
humbly ſubmit to the prudence of rhoſe that are better able to 
determine.Bur rhe Conſequences of that opinion ſeeme dire&ly to 
aime at theLevellizg of Soveraignty,and makeing it accountable to 
the other Two ( 1n their eſteeme ) Co-ordinate Eſtates. Now Re- 
ſtoring the Spi-1twalty the onlyTrueLegal 3 Eftate,is the hopeful lt 
expedient to remove that Deſtructive Þrinciple out of the mindes 
of the fickle multitude. So may the Crows be ſafe, and the /1;- 
zer no longer trampled upon. And certainly tis high time for men 
to relent of their mercileſs Cruelty towards learned Indutiry.The 
old Rule was Null: ſua Pietas debet efſe damnoſa : but now that 
Complaint 1s again fulfild in our eares,the Publiſhers of Salvation 
whoſe feete ought to be beautifull, are reputed as the Filth of the 
world, and the off- ſcouring of all things ; ſo that in the birrernes 
of their ſoules rhey may well cry our , if their hopes were only in 
this Life they were of all men moſt miſerable. I rake no pleaſure 
in upbraiding an ungratefull Nation : Bur is, this the Re- 
ward of their unwearied Paines, inceſſant Studies, early Riſing, 
and lare watching,beating thetr Brains , waſting their Podies,and 
contraCting incurable Diſeaſes ? Is this the Thanks for their Cha- 
riry to the poore, negleCting their Families, Relations, and Ac- 
quaintance for the-glory of God, and the good of their C ountry? 
muſt they onely have Diſcouragements heaped upon them, bread, 
Water 
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water and Rags (if ſome had their will ) thought too good for 
rhem, a ſmall Income, a common Priviledge grudged them after ſo 
many yeares Labour , Sweat, and Coft, 1s this for the Honour of our 
Reformation , and becoming the Goſpel 2 Doubtles the prophane 
world will be apt ro concluge thar Chriſt is a hard maſter , 
that ſuffers his Servants thus to be trampled upon, and few will 
beleeve that Godlines hath the promiſes of this life , or that 
Wiſdome hath kepr its word, Riches and Honour are with me 
Prov. 8. when other Callings run away with all the Rewards,and 
rhe grearelt Deſervings , the-highelt Ingenuity , the moſt Ex- 
emplary Holines inThis,meet with nething butFrowns,Contempr, 
and Debatings, 
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CHAP. I. 


The Nature of JurisdiGion explained , and the Regal Su* 
premacy aſſerted. 


> 2 E cone in the laſt place to F#risdiftHon, which 
may be defined a coercive Authority mm exter- 
nall judicature relating to the execution of 


| /E Lawes, This we grant primarily to reſide in the 
y ©:1l Magiſtrate,to whom the Sword 1s commit- 
abr ted , the eſtabliſhing of Lawes belongs , and 
whoſe right it is to appoint Judges in all cauſes, Here then is the 
Þ 9 Fountain 
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Fountain of ill JurisdiRion , which branches it ſelf into two 
ftreames ,Spiritual and Temporal, And that originally it proceeds 
hence is manifelt , becauſe Appeales are ltimately made hither, 
Thus we find S.Pau1AR.25.appealing from the high-Preiltzto (e- 
ſar,as from an Inferiour Judge , to the Soveraign ; the laſt Ap- 
pellation ever denoting ſupreame Furisdiftion, Thus among us , it a 
man takes himſelfro be wrong'd in one of our Country Courts, he 
may remove the Afton to Weſtminſter Hall,and if Jufiice be denied 
there, in caſes of grand 1mport , the [aft reſerve is the Parliament; 
as the Higheſt Court of Judicature inthe Nation. The Church of 
Rome was not ignorant of this, who ſtrugled more in matters of 
Appeal, then any other,as being the faireſt flower in her Garden, 
and this cn-e cropt, you ſee how ſoon her poiver withered. This 
might farther be proved from the example of Foſhuah , comman- 
ding the People to be'circumciſed, from Fehoſhaphats appointing 
the Prieſts to judge between blood and blood, from whence the 
Royal Supremacy & Furisdithon in their reſpeRive Dominions doe 
invincibly follow, Nor did the, Ancients ever queſtion ir. For 
Aſer Menevenſis ſtyles King Alphred » Ommum Britannia Tuſule 
Chriſtianorum Reftorems, and the Confeflour entitles himſelt YVica- 
rium Summ1 Regis, 

We doe then in al humility, acknowledge the ſupreame Au- 
tho:ity ofche Magiſtrate, nos only in Civil (which the Frexch 
Pragmatique Samitions challenge) but in Church matters,and far- 
ther, that a Magiſtrate as ſuch , whether Chriſtian, or Pagan ir 
matters not, ought in all things to be obeyed, that are not contra- 
ry to the word of God, and then paſſive Obedience becomes the 
Goſpel, Reſiſtance being in no caſe lawful. We doe look upon 
the King os 04dy ty arenas, & vith Menander exon 0:8 nu or. 
And Iever thought there.was much of truth ſhadowed our in that 
Poeticall fi&tion, that Majeſty came down from Heaven, whence 
the ancients made it che Daughter of Honour and Reverence. Nor 

dare I condemne thoſe {welling Titles every where in the Civil 
La given to,ond own'd by Chriſtian Emperours, as Namer, Ora- 
culum,Sacratiſſimus Imperator, watch ſome zealous eares amongſt 
us would account little lefle then Blaſphemy, Bur any that have 
acquaintance With the Jewiſh cuſtames, and Language will ſoon 
reſolve them, thar tivas anuſval thing with noly writers , to iyle 
every 
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every thing Divize thar did excell and was eminent, v. Drufius 
in Gen. & Briſſon. de Formul. | 

And ler not any one imagine that this is any derogation from | 
theHonour of God, or the Pride of Princes hereby heightned,the 
deligne only is to mind ther , whoſe Perſon they repreſeuc, | 
whoſe Servants they are,and that they ought to imitate his Juſtice 3 
Mercy, and Bounty. Old Howe cals Kings &zoſysgo3s , nouriſh- 
ed inthe boſome of Fprer, and from this divine Originall, ſome 
derive their miraculous Vertues,which we ſee Heredirary ro ſome 
Royal Familres, | hus the Caring the Kings Evil with our Princes, 
and if we will beleive Car.Tapian:tne Releiving perſons Poſſeſt by 
the King of Spain, 

I have dwelt the longer upon this ſubje& , that none may ſuſ- 
pet what enſues to have the leaſt aſpe& towards Rome : nor 
on the other hand ler any faſten ſuch od:oxs Conſequences upon this 
Do&rine , as ſome malicious Jeſuites have done, as if we made 
our Princes Popes, and gavethem an unlimited poiver of impoſing 
in matters of Religion ar pleaſure. We never aflert that our Kings 
have power to make New Formes of worſhip, New Articles of 
Faith, bnt to take care thas all things within their Domrnons be 
ordered according to the revealed will of God, And as much,as Uſer Primora, 
this comes to St. Auſtin,Elentherins tro Lucins (vicarius Det eftis in Excle.Erite 
reguo veſtro Jand the Ancients have ever with one voice , atrribu- 
red to Princes , and none queſtioned , but ſome late Paraftes of 
the Roman Ante-Chrift, 

This laid down weel fall roundly to work and that ſome ju- 
ri{di&ion to curb prophane,and erroneous perſons, to keep the un- 
worthy from Sacraments , and in caſe of obſtinacy to forbid the 
faichfull ſociety with chem, that ſuch moderate Power not excee- 
ding the bounds of Excomuucation dos by a divine right belong to 
Spiritual perſons both Chrifts commiſſion Mar.18,and rheApoliles 
practiſe x Cor : 5.4 ſulhiciently warrant, and none ever queſtioned 
but an envious Se/den, and ſome Phyſitians, who wanting other 
Prafiiſe made the Church their Patiext > Ser afide. theſe,and the 
former Poſition his hardly metre with any adverſary. 
_ Allthe difficulty is, hoiv tarre C:2il Farisdiftion, by the favour 
of Princes permitted ro them , may with a Salvo ro the Sacred 
FunAon be exerciſed, For tis owned that Temporal power can- 
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not be chalteriged by Ecclefraſticks as their due, but is a right Inp- 
perial, and Royal, yer Princes tro whom tr properly belongs both 
may, and have often delegated the” exerciſeof ir , even to their 
Clergy. Moftof the Firſt Chrifttan Emperours having experien- 
ced the integrity and prudence of the Eccleſiaſticks left ir to the 
liberty. of the Plainrif,chat entered the Suite, either ro make the 
B:ſhops Fudges, or to have recourſe tothe Civil Magiſtrate,. Thus 
Conftantime, Valens, G ratian, Valeminrn, Theodofius, Arcadins , 
Martian, Leo ; Anthemius, and Juſtimian: As may be ſeen in the 
Imperial EdiRs yer extant, 


®. 


CHAP. FIT. 
The Original of Ecclcffaſtical Conrts, 


FF we ſhould trace up the Original of Ecclefaftical Courts , we 
ſhall find them grounded upon the counſel of the Apoflle, 1 
Cor, 6. where he adviſes the Chriſtians , when any contentious 
Suirs ariſe amongft them (as in all Societies ſuch muſt be lock'd 
for) that they ſhould not to the diſhonour of Religion , berake 
themſelves to Pagan Tribunals for Fuſtice , bur let their brethren 
decide matters, But who theſe were , isa great Qwzere , the 4. v. 
ſeemes to put 1t upon thoſe that were leaſt eſteemed , which can- 
not be the Preachers. Burt Theophylatt carries the ſence thus, that 
E's an anſwere to a tacit objeion, that ſome would be apr to ſay 
there is not a wiſe manin the Charch,that can Judge, Well, ad- 
mir according to that opinion , there be not one prudent perſon 
found, yet rather appoint thoſe rthar were never ſo contemprible, 
and kittle eſteemed inthe Church your. Judges , then go to the 
Heathen Tribunals. But Ambreſe on the place, is more expreſs, 
that Mimiſlers are appointed Judges. And if the Vote and pra- 
Riſe of Antiquity, which 1s commonly none of the worſt Expoſi- 
rours-may be taken, matters will be yer more clear ; Many ſcat- 
tered paſſages there are in gratis, Tertallian, Cyprian, &c.look- 
ing this way, bur being under the Zaſþ, they are fain to whiſper 


only, and durft nor ſpeak our, 
I ſhall 
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ſhall not much Rand itpon thoſe Canons, thir-paſs under the name 
of the Apoſtles, where we read that the Biſhops 'ought ro meer. e- 
very 2 daye of the week, to judge cauſes , and a Tribugal is a- 
ſcribed ro them, with poiver of deciding all controverlies. . Nor 
yet upon that of Clemens Ep. ad Fareb.Fr.Dom. here tis expreſs, 
: If any of rhe: Brethren have drifterences: among themſelves, ler 
them not goeto the Heathens for Juſtice, bur'let the Presbyrers 
of the Church decide ir. Now both theſe ; however cenſured 
by ſome as ſpurious:in reſpeR of the ritles they bear , yet canner 
be denied tobe very ancient. And'in the 2 Ep. of Aarcelliuus, 
Oru4cunque contentiones inter 'Chriſtianos orte fueritit ad Eccleſians 
deferandar, & ab Eccleſrafttcis' determinzntur. T | 

We have indeed but few genuine peices remaining , of thoſe 
poor perſecuted times, wherein the diltreſſed Believers were glad 
ro make hard ſhifts, and:fearfull ro do any thing that might cre- 
ate jealouſie in the minds of thoſe cruet Tyrants , wheres openly 
to profeſle the declining of rheir Tribunals , had been-crime e- 
nough, Yer St.Hzerom ( a curious ſerrcher into old records); ſaith, 
Prieſts from the beginning were appointed Judges of cauſes 7. de 
7 Ordin, Eccleſ, And when they could uſe freedome , then we 
have them ſpeaking aloud. For 'St. Ambroſe pleas the Apoſtolical 
Commitlion Ep. 24. ſecnndum ſacre formam | preceftonis , qua 
eum Apoſtolus 1indnehat. S.' Auſtin'ſeconds him., :and ſaith' this 
rask was impoſed upon Sprritual perſohs (by/St,Pa#t,to decide tw- 
wultuoſiſimas perplexitates cauſarum altexarum deimgotiis ſacula- 
ribas, De Opere Monachatas.c.29. | 

I ſhall conclude this with a teſtimony of Calvm, whom a! 
know ro be nofriend to the:Epiſcopal Hierarchy, yet even he ac- 
knowledges 4 1nſt:t.c. 11. $. io, That the Primitive Chriſtians, 
ro prevent wrangling ſuirs::vere wont to commir'their differen - 
ces to be decided by their Biſhops : and this held till the Magi- 
ſtrate received the Goſpel. | | 

Bur that which carries the greateſt weight with me, is the 
Univerſal, Pradtiſe :1mmediarly-after rhe..Scepters of the earth 
looped ro Chrift :: for .I: cannot. imagine that ſo great a novelry 
would have beer imbraced -withour any. contradi&ion, and not 
hive been reproved by fo many Eminent Wo:thies juſt eſcaped 
out of the flames of perſecution, the School of Holinefſe, Tis 
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more than probable then rhar by virrue of the Apoſtolical precept» 
of ending ſuics amng themſelves to prevent ſcandal (it being 
the main imployment of the Miniſtery to make peace bertiween 
thoſe that are at variance ) in the Primitive times the whole 
management of differences was entruſted to rhe Clergy, as being 
perſons of the greateſt ſincerity and _ Now Conſtantive at 
his entrance upon the Goyernment, finding it ſo, wiſely: con- 
Kdered how much the Authority,and Reverence of Religion did 
conduce to the expediting of Cauſes, and diſcovery of captious 
ations. For this was not done unadviſedly, ſundry weighty rea- 
ſons being ſubjoyned, as will appear, if the Laws be peruſed. 
As firſt, becauſe rwas hoped it would tend much to allay the heat 
of wrangling, choak the malicious ſeeds of contentions, 21yBe- 
cauſe the Judgments of Biſhops were lookt upon as true, uncor- 
rupted,and piercing, whereby the Sophiſtry, tricks, and ſhifts of 
the Law might. be prevented, and poor men, entangled in the 
redious laſting ſnares of vexatious 4Rions, might have a ſpeedy 
Iſſue put to their affairs. Now the good Emperour conceived 
they might well be intruſted with his own moſt important Nego- 
tiations, and his SubjeRs eſtates, to whom God had commirted 
the care of their precious Souls : therefore upon theſe prudential 
con{iderarions, being ſarisfied in the uſefulneſſe and integrity of 
Spirirual perſons,he made their Juriſdition Authenrick, giving it 
the Royal Rtamp,allowing no appeal from the ſentence of the Bi- 
ſhops,bur. making 1t as concluſive as his own, leaving it free to any 
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' "564 mentions, Zozom. L, 1.0. g, Niceph, L.7.c. 46. who adds 
that rhis priviledge lafied to his time under Andronicus A.1 300. 


| *Cod, Lege 1. Valens and Valentiman, A365. enlarged it, and entruſted rhem 


de Ep. Aud. 
Tit. 9, 


with the rate of Commodiries ſold in the * Markets. Burt their 
Juriſdiion has been in ſeveral Ages very various,ſometimes en- 
creaſed, ſometimes clipr, as the Emperours were more or lefſe 
favourable to the Church, who ever kept the Soveratenty in their 
own hands. (onſtantine was then the firſt that paſſed the Kogall 
Grant in favour of the Clergy, permitting the cognizance of all 
avil matters even between Laymen to the F piſcopal Tribunal, 
Ffeither Party did require it,though the other denied his conſent, 
and their appeal was to be obeyed by all Nuovo: 
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made , though the a&ion was already commenced in another 
Court. | 

Arcadius and Honorins did a little retrench this unlimited 
power, yer till alloving ir, by the joynt conſent of both 
parties , and making the Biſhops, as twere, Keferees. L, 
fiquis ex conſenſu.c, de Audientia Epiſcopal, and their deci- 
fion to be binding and final withour any appeal. This was af- 
rerivards ratified by Theodoſius and Fuſtinian 1, Epiſc.c, eodem, Nay 

Fuſtinian repoſed ſo much confidence in them, that he made 
them Overſeers of the Secular Judges, Novel, Conſt. 56, This 
then has been the avoived Catholick Pratiſe of all ages, and Na- 
tions where theGoſpel has gaind fooring.For the greateſt enemies 
rhe Church had, could never yet deny, bur that the Biſhops have 

hid cheir Tribunals for above theſe 1 300 years erected by Cor- 

ſtantine, confirmed by Arcadins and Honorius, Theodoſins, and Va- 
lentinian 3, Only ſome curiouſly mince the matter, and allow 
them power to hear Cauſes, and to become Referees, and har 
pires, by conſent of borh Parties ; bur yet they will nor hear tal 

of any coercive Juriſdition, though many Eminent Civilians 
attribute ir to them:and Accarſias interprets Audientia Epſcopalts, 

a rearm frequent in the Code by Friſditio. Nay tis evident, 
there was no Caſe wharſoever, except only Capital (for Eccleſia 

ſanguinis Tudicium non profert) but might be decided by the 

Epiſcopal Tribunal : and Corftantive forbad rhe Greateſt 

Prince in the Empire to revoke what once the Biſhops had 

decreed, Euſeb, Vit. Conſt. L.4. c. 27. In procefle of 

time the Magiſtrate having encroached upon, and almoſt outed 
the Clergy, Charles the Great revives that good old Law of 

Conſtantize, confirming the ſame Jurifdi&ion ro all Biſhops, re- 

peating the Charter word for word Car.Mag.in Caprr.l.6.c.28.And 

here methinks this very name, fills me with hopes, that Charles's 

are born for the good of the poor oppreſſed Church : and that God 
hath miraculouſly raiſed up ro us, as true a Nurſing Father,as eyer 
bare that name, or our Iſland produced. And truly, who can expe& 
lefſe from the So of ſuch a Father, who dyed the Church's, Nay 
the Clergies Martyr : for if he could have diſpenſed wich his 

Conſcience,andCoronationOath,to ſacrifice them,and theirRevenues 

tothe covetnous fury of a prevailing Adverſary, the 30, of _ 

need, 
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need not have beennoted with fuch Black Letters in our Britttſh 
Almanacks. 


CHAP. 11. 


The Ancient Onion of Spiritual andCivil Courts in this 
Tſland. Corruptions no ſufficient Argum:nt for their 
utter parts vor Replies to ſundry ObjeFions from the 
example of Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and Primitive Chri- 


Sans. | 


He exerciſe of Juriſdi&ion by the Clergy in this Nation, 


may be deduced our of the beſt Records extant, from the 


time the Goſpel was publickly oivned among us. 1 heres nothing 


"more frequent in our Engliſh Annals,then Eccleſialtical, Spiritual, 


and Chriſtian Courts, I ſhall not ' multiply proofs, bur 
content my ſelf with two, the firſt out of Brompton, where 


Chren. Fok: amongſt the old Laws of Ethe!ſtan we read, Epiſcopo jure pertinet 
BromptoneC. 24 omen reftitudinem promovere Dei viz, & ſecult,& debent Epiſco- 


ps cum ſecalt judicibas intereſſe judiciis, And the 0:dering. of all 
meaſures and weights in each reſpe&ive Dioceſs 15 there made of 
Fpiſcopal Cognizance, the Standard being lefr in the Biſhops 
hands. The next is of Spelmav.Comes preſidebat foro Comtatus non 
ſolus ſed adjunitus Epiſcopogut Alter alteri auxilio efſet, & conſilio, 
preſertim Epiſcopus Comitt,nam in hunc illi auimaduertere ſepe li- 
cuit & errantem cohibere, Gloſſ.v. Comes. SO much confidence did 
the Antients repoſe in the Clergy, that the guidance and over- 
fight of moſt remporal affairs was entruſted ro them, and a check 
upon the Lairy, Thus lovingly with all ſxeerneſſe,and Candor 
for 4- or 500. years, during all the Saxon times, and till that 
unhappy divifion by the. Conquerour, who defaced rhis bezuriful, 
rhis regular compoſure, did Chutch and Srare Officers fit roge- 
ther, in the morning determining Ecclefiaftical aff »irs, and in the 
afrernoon' Civil. No jarrs, noclaſhings of JuriſciRions we'e then 
heard of, no -Prohibitions 1ſ[ning out from one Conrt to obſtralt the 


courſe 
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courſe of Faſtice in another, thereby hampering the poor Client, 
that he knows not which way to turn himſelf. And I'am perſwas 
ded theres no berter expedient to prevent laſting vexarious Suits, 
and to relieve the oppreſſed; T hen again to reconcile theſe two 
Juriſdi&ions, thar according to the Primitive uſage, as well Spt- 
tual, as Temporal Judges may be appointed in all Courts, that 
Moſes and Aaron may not quarrel, but walk hand in hand. Though 
I know this deſign does not well reliſh with many of the Long 
Robe, and tis feared the attempting ſome ſuch thing purchaſed 
our lare Arch-Biſhop no fey enemies, and was one-ſpecial cauſe 
of haſtning his ruine, Yer Selde (a Lawyer too) L, 2.de Synedrits, 
proves, that for the firſt 4009 years and better the civil and'Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts continued united, and the firſt Diſtin&ion pro- 
ceeded from Pope N:cholas, Grats. Diſtiac. 96, c. cum ad verum. 
£0 that the making Eccleliallical Government independent, and 
ſeperate from the civil 1s bur a late Popiſh, and Contifto:1al Inno-= 
Vation. | 

Tis true, ir. cannot be denied but there have been grofſe Cor- 
ruprions in theſe Eccleſiaſtical Courts, many perſonal infirmities 
in the Judges, for who ever lookt upon them as other then fleſh 
and blood : Though none but Prophane Chams would lay open, 
and ſcoff at the nokedreſle of their ſpiritual Fathers, and like flies 
ſtick only to gald backs, and ſore places, never raking notice of 
rhe many eminent deſerts,and ſervice both Church and State have 
received from men of that Coat. How different was the great Con- 
ſtantines Temper ? who profeſt he would pur off his Royal Robes 
to hide a failing in a Biſhop. Theodorer, L,1.c, 11, If ſome have 
miſcarried let them {marr for it, and ler nor the Calling ſuffer. 
Would ir be accounted a piece of Juſtice, 1f ſome Lawyers be 
corrupt, preſently to raile at,and overthrow the whole Profeſſion, 
as incorrigible, pull down their Courts, as not capable of Refor- 
mation. But grant they bave erred, let that calling which 1s innocent 
throw the firſt Stone, I muſt needs ſ1y berrer reaſons muſt be ſhown, 
rhen ever were yet proJuced, before I change my judgment, That 
there are none fitter to advaxce deſigns of Peace, and publich Tran- 
quillity, to admimſter juſtice, and hear the cries of the oppreſſed, then 
theſe men of G od. Facilins em De! timore ſententian Legis verans 
promunt, Ambro, Certainly, if this had been ſo abominible, 
| io 
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ſo Anti-chriſtian I cannot perſwade my ſelf, that the Learning of 

ewel, the Hunulicy of Hooper,and the ſweet Innocency of Cover- 
dale, would have uſed this Authority and Juriſdi&ion, which we 
never find they did in the leaſt Scruple. 


SLLESSES20YSSSTLSE 


But we mult not expe to carry it thus, a licleSquadron of 
Diſhculties is yet to be enrountred. And firſt we are urged with 
Chriſts example in refuſing to dectde a title of Inheritance between 
brethren Lzk.1 2.: url ſee litle reaſon rhat this ſhould be binding ro 
his miniſters. Tis true we finde him ever careful nor to give of- 
fence, whereas if he had caken rhis jurisdition upon him, his vi- 
gUlant Adverſaries that ever waited for an advantage againft him 
would ſecne have been upon his back, and charged him with Trea- 
ſon. For what greater intrenchment upon the royal Prerogative , 
chen in anothers Dominion withour leave,or Comiſſon to hear and 
determine cauſes?Comon prudence therefore which ourRedeemer 
(the wiſdome of the Father ) ever followed , forbad him then to 
intermedle. Bur where do we finde he tied his diſciples hands 
when times favoured them,and the Supream Powers thought good 
toimploy them. Indeed to remove all doubrs and feares our of 
the minde of jealous Herod, he tels him,hisKingdom 15 not of this 
world,I come not to trouble or diſſolve eſtabliſhr authorities,your 
State may be ſecure,and my Goſpel Preached,none that belong to 
me will raiſe commotions,or take upon them to rebel againſt their 
lawful Prince, my ſervants ſhall not fight for me, nor by tumults, 
and wars ſet up myKingdom.And all the Apologies of the Ancients 
manifelt hov the Chrittians ever prayed for, and ſubmitted to 
che Emperours. Let no man then think this Pofition firang, thar 
Church-Government ſhould bear ſome Correſpondence and 
Analogy with the State. For can it rationally be conceived, 
that Chriſt who was ſo carefull ro enjoyn his followers, to give to 
Ceſar , the things that were his, would nave his Goſpel bring in- 
novations and changesin well eltablithed goverments , confutions 
upon lawfull Aurhority,eſpecially when theModel of civil affaices 
does not contradict, but may confift with Religion, And am 
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here confirmed by rhe praRtiſe of doſes, who did not crofle the 
Jewiſh Policy,but firred the Sacred (5overnment to the Secular, 
And what ſadConſequences have enſued the contraryopinion,the 
late madneſſe of ow Fifth-Monarchy-men have abundantly de- 
monſrared, : NI 

Not is all Juriſdition forbidden in that 20, HMat.z5.The plain 
meaning-of that text being no more then this; the Apoſtles quar-, 
relling abour Precedency, Chriſt reproves them : tis clear, they 
dreamt as the Nation of the Jews,. foold by their Rabbies, thac 
the Meſſias ſhould have a glorious Temporal Principalicy, as was 

Solomoys ; and therefore contended who ſhould be the greateit 
Pavourices, Nov Chritt confures that yulgar error,anſivers perti-: 
nently to cheir thoughts, and tells rhem they muſt not expect to. 
Lord it over their Brethren: that proud inſulting. Tyranny,which 
others exerciſed, is not for them,their Goverament mult be mild, 
humble, and confilt rather in obeying,then commanding. And to 
this purpoſe he propoſes himſelf for Theic pattern, who came to 
Mmuiſter.unto them : yet I hope twill be granted, rhere was ſome 
difference berween the Maſter, and the Servant, ſome Supetioricy 
of Chriſt over his Diſciples. Nor can thar levelling Principle be 
deduced hence,tor mhil wagis mequale,quam equalitas.Tis farther 

obſervable, Chriſt inſtances th the Kings of .the Genciles, whoſe 

Empires were fiained with eruelty and luxutygnor the Jews,whoſe 
Government for the molt part was More mederate, having ſo: ma- 
ny Holy Laws to dire&, fo many Prophers to.infiruct rhem.Bucr 
with the Gentiles tas otherwiſe : the Roman Oratour ſets out 
rheir manner. Rego ſunt hee imperia. Animadverte, & ditto pare, 
&& ille mine, ſi te ſecundo limue offendero,worierss. This then fee 
the genuine ſenſe,the Kings of the eafch Lord ic thus proudly 
ſolently, unmercifully, you ſhall not do ſo,bur command in { 
in humility, in moderattoh (© that he does-not frike ar the rept 

of all Authority & Jutiſdi&ion among his Diſciples,only ye ſhal 

not donneer as the Kings of the Gentiles, bur in all-lowlineſs 
rule as the ſon:of man, Dominate imterdicity, gudicicur minſterinns. 
- Bur the: grand ObjeRior) that lies iagain(t ix is, rhar we neyer. 
find che:Apoliles rochave raken<his'upory themy whoſe; Prattile. 
ſhould be:.a Patreri to-theie Iugeeſidurs,., This argument 1: have 
often heatd urged as the Great oder: bucT xonder _ ſober 
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fearned men ſhould lay fireſſe upon-it. Merhinks reaſon and pru- 
dence ſhould fuggeſt a diſtinftion of times, and inform them 
that many things may be judged unlawful in one age, which in 
another are found expedient, and neceſlary, and ſo on the con- 
trary, Whereas if the Apoliolical praQtiſe were alwaies binding, 
how .comes 1r to paſle that many things approved by them as 
Community of goods, extream union, abſtaining from blood, 
8c. are nov, in the revolution of time, diſuſed,and condemned. 
Nay, if there were any ſtrength in this arguing, the brainſick 
Anabapriſt, and railing Quaker, would be furniſhe with an un+ 
anſwerable Plea againit our Churches ; for who knows not what 
hard ſhift the poor Primitive Chriſtians were pur ro, how glad 
rhey were of private Houſes, Barns, yea Vaults,and Caves of the 
Earth ro meet in, and ſecure themſelves from the rage of their 
watchful Perſecutours ? Hence in ſome antient Monuments, 
C hurches are called Crypte, biding places, becauſe through the 
violence and heat of perſecutions, the poor Chriſtians, were 
| forced; with Nicodemas, to goto Chrilt bo night: and we have 
frequent mention of their antelucanos hymnos in Pliny Ep,8c. 

" But no ſooner did God refiore a little breathing, and ſend 
peace, then they left their dens and holes, building and beauti- 
fying Churches, and providing liberal maintenance for their 
Preachers. And now theres nothing more common.in Nazianzer - 
and the Greek Writers, then to ſtile them Beoangs from their 
Majefty, being the Pallaces of the great King. For in Corſtantines 
daies, when the' World neivly divorced from idolatry, was ena- 
 mouted with true Religion, they thought they could never build 
_ their Churches fiarely arid-ſumprtuous enough: bur how Rrangely 
© now have they left rheir' firſt love, If! a man ſhould read of, or 
view - the Ancient Piles, the Greek St, Sophia, our Engliſh 
St. Pars, rhe Roman St, Peters, &c, The ftupendious Church ar 
Tyre, deſcribed by Enſeb1us, at «Antioch by Hierony, in Chron, 
at Hierwſalem by Cyril in his Catech which the Pliety and Devori- 
'on of ourFore-farthers ereſted,and: compare them with ourModern 
whifling StruGures;he would bluſhar the ſordid penuriouſneſle of 

depenetating poſterity, I miſt Heeds ſay ir has oftentimes moved 

| both pity and a,ger in me, toſee-an Impropriating Patron flaunt- 
ing it iq 7 Royal Fabrick; when- the- Houſe of God adjoyning, 
TT Gu | crouched 
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 crouched under it in a tottering ragged condition - ExclamerMe- 
licerta periſſe fromem de rebus-.- David. was otherwiſe minded, 
2. Sam, 5.2, Nor would former ages have born it, who ſpared 
no coſt, no pains to build, no care to conſecrate theſe *ayre (as 
the Greek Authors tearm them) thoſe Sacred Struftures, For 
this is nonovel Invention, the praiſe we find as antient as Hy- 
| gynus A. 140. Whoſe Decree to that rpoſe is yer extant. Dc- 
Erete de Conſecrat, Diſt, 1.c.Omnes Baſilice. And come bur alittle 
lover, when (onſtanrize: hid ereced that Magnificent Temple in 
| Mount Calvary: Zozemen informs us L. 2.C, 25. what an Aﬀem- 
bly of Reverend Prelates there met ro Confecrate ir. Nor v\as 
any thing more uſual amongſt the Primitive Fathers, Nay it ap- 
pears by che Titles of ſeverall of St. AStins Sermons, that they _ gy fn 
had Solemn Anniverſary Commemorations upon the Conſecration 1,,4,. pos 
day. Burto return, St. Auſt. Serm. 
Tis confefled then, that in the Apoſiles daies, and the Ages & Temp.L,s6 
immediatly ſucceeding, the poor Chriltians were glad with any _ 
thing, and reckond the leaſt foleration a favour : but when the 
rare of the Church was changed by thoſe great Revolutions in 
the Roman Empire, order and decency began to be look: after. 
And is it not downright madneſſe in any to complain of their hap- 
pineſſe, to deſire to rerurn to that condition, which the Fury of 
| Perſecutors enforced, as if they repined at the goodnefſe of a 
merciful GoJ, v ho diffolved that C loud, and made the Sun of 
Proſperity to break out upon his weather-beaten Church,turning 
a dark morning into a glorious evening. Now if ſuch a wild rate 
of reaſoning be allo ved, a man may as well conclude, that all the 
Succeeding Kings of Exg/azdare bound to lay aſide their State, 
and Imperial Robes, becauſe time was, when his preſent Majeſtic, 
in his own Kingdom, to eſcape the malice of his implacable 
enemtes,contenred himſelf with a homelyottage,” beftrid a Millers ,, .. 
Horſe, and had none but Dame 7oare to wait upon him. I know (* Nay 
/ the Courtiers would ſmile ar ſuch Logick, though I muſt needs 
fay tis little berrer, rhat our learned Sophiſters uſe againſt the Oake-, 
| Clergy.. For thus they reaſon, the Clergy enjoyed ſmall Reve- 
anes,leſſe Honours, few Priviledges, no Furiſditt;/on under Perſecu- 
ting Pagans, therefore they are iummodelt to defire it ſhould be 
otherwiſe under Belieaing Chriſtians. To ſpeak plainly then once 
2 for 
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for all, in poivt of Dofirine 1 reverence thoſe early times equal to #ny 
man, but in mauers of Diſcipline, Order , and Neceucy, to draw 
Rules from a poor perſecuted Church,that was conſtrained to uſe what 
the neceſſity wi the times would bear, not the Goſpel allow,and to con- 
fine peſterity,to the kard{hips, when the wiſe pravidewce of G od has 
charged the Series of Aﬀairs, rs juſt as if a manu ſhould be eujoyned 
tawear the ſayre Garments wfair weather,as he did in foul, and not to 


change the naſty attire ke had ou in a boifleraugStorm,though the clea-. 


reſt Calmſucceeds it, The time then that we mutt prizcipally eye, 
is that, vvhen God gave Relt & Peace to his long atflied Saints, 
when the Great Monarchs of the earth veiled their Crowns 
tothe Crofle ; and if from thoſe dates their Civil juriſdiction 
cannot be cleared, let an irrevocable Decree be paſſed againſt them, 


Nox that I grant them wholly excluded in thoſe elder times, many | 


footlteps of rheir private medling in ſecular marcers being every 
where found, as has already been evidenced. Pur ho.v could it 
rationally be expeRed, that any Precedents of ſuch Eminent Au- 
rhorixy, and Power conferred eiches upon the Apoſtles, or their 
zcamediate Succeſlours ſhould be produced ; ſince the Tres Divi- 
wm of Civil Juriſdiction belonging to the Clergy is utterly dif- 
chimed,and no ricle pleaded to it, bur the Favour of the Supreme 
Magiſtrate: and who is ſuch a ſtranger in /ſrael as to be ignorant, 
how little the Profeſſours of the Goſpel were then ſer by, when 
all the Great Porentares of rhe World ran madding after 1dols, 
and twas'noleſſe then death to o.vn our Crucified Redeemer. So 
that if this be ſtrictly Rood upon, we ſhall ar laſt joyn ifſue with 
the Frantick Exthuſiaſts, who deny it lawful for a Chriſtian 
to be a Magiſtrate, there being no expreſſe command for it in the 
New Teſtament : nay many Texts ſeemingly againſt it, not any 
Example of the Apoſtles, hardly. of the Profefſours of the Goſpel, 


(known to be ſuch) in choſe early times, that bare an Office, Well 


then, forthe firſt 300 years the Church had no Kings for its nur- 


fing Fathers, none char gave up their names ro Chriſt in Soveraign 


authority, the wiſe God that diſpoſes of all cimes,and Eſtates, 
reſerving t2:t mercy for theſe later daies, exerciſing them with 
great tryals, cill che Earch was watered with the blood of Mar- 

wo | , 
And hitherto we bave litttle or gothing of outward. coercive 
Juriſ- 
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diQon, all was inward, all was Spiricual, and thus was the farth 
Planted, the gates of Hell pd down, and the Pagan World redu- 
ced to the obedience of Chriſt : Provideuce purpoſely ſo or- 


dering it, that no fleſh might boaſt, Now all this whule to ſay the * 


rruth, there was no need to have recourſe to outward Force, the 
Apollles,and their immmediate Succeflours being furniſht with 
fuch miraculous extrordinary power,which we ſee they did fome= 
"times exert to puniſh rhe diſobedient , as eAramas and Sap- 
phira with death, Elymas with blindnefle, &c. Bur miracles once 
ceaiing, and the immediate aſſiſtance of rhe Spirit being with- 
drawn, to compenſate this loſſe, God turned the heart of the 
Magiſtrate : and Chriſtian prudence told them, that to place 
Covernours in the Church, and to deprive them, {thns deſerted 
by the Spirit) of all coercive Juriſdiction, was to expoſe their Of- 
fice,render their Perſons ridicalous,and their Commanas inſignificant. 
And has not our late experience ſufficiently confirmed this, Sin 
being erown bold, and wickednefle never more improved ; the 
Schiſmaricall prophane World making bur ſport with the Embaſ- 
ſadours of Chrilt,whileſt left naked and deſticure of all Civil Juriſ- 
diction, Whereas in thoſe Apoltolical primitive times,there was. 
no fear, no danger of ſuch inconveniences, Love to Chriſt being 
then mo e ardent,and th2 cruelty of the mercileſſe adverſ. ry more 
outragious,the on2 ſweerly alluring the Profeſſowrs of the G oſpel, the 
other texrif yiug them into a dutiful Conformity, 

I am none of thoſe that delight Svatuay Uaefion,to doat upon 
my own Notions,ſo that if any man will cake the pains to produce 
clearer evidences, I ſhall readily be his Convert. Till then my 
judgement 1s, and I can ſafely ſay has been ever ſince I was able 
ro look into Antiquity, that the Matter here contended for, 1s, 
neither under the cenſure of /zexpediency, nor Inconſiftercy, not 
rhe latter ; For ſeeing tis a dury confefledly belonging to every 
Chriſtian to bear doin fin, and promote righteouſneſle, and rhe 
end of all JuriſazRion,is ro advance juſtice and reſtrain iniquity: 
I would gladly be reſolved what there is ſo hainous,ſo unſeerly 
for the Sacred FunStion in this AR,to chaſtiſe the Diſtarbers of the 
Chriſtian Peace with Spiricual : and if that prevail not with cor- 
poral Puniſhments. Certain ir is, the Bleſſed Angels do not look 
upon ir as d1ſhonourable to,or derogatory from theirHolines,ar the 
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Command of God to corre& the wicked even with death, 2.Cor, 
23. and why ſhould ir be thought ſo abotminable, ſo unlawfull for 
the Angels of the Church. Rev. 2. being Commiſſioned by 
Gods Vice-Gerent to infli& deſerved puniſhments on the work- 
ers of iniquity. Dav. | 
Not the former, if due Caution be uſed,rhat rhey keep within 
bounds,and that which was deſigned for their help,prove nor their 
hindrance,too much raking themoff fro the weighty imploymencs 
of their Spiritual charge. And I think it may confidently be aver- 
red, there are feyv of the preciſeſt, but ſpend more _ time 
in other petry impertinencies, which might be berter placed 
in the publick ſervice of their Country. However,theres little fear 
of any excels in this jealous age,and under ſo Gratious,ſo Prudenr 
a Prince,who has reaped this benefit by his long calamity, as to be 
the moſt Accompliſht for G overnment, of any Monarch wn the World, 
Tis an Obſervation of ſome, thar God ſeldom imploys any in 
oreat Aﬀairs, but he does exerciſe them with afflitions and cr1- 
bulations : and the large ſhare his Sacred Majelty hzs had in 
cheſe,encourages us to expect no ſmall things from him,eſpecially 
when we conlider in what afi #nparale/d manzer Providence reſto- 
red him as a Peace-maker, not 9 Ezgland onely, but to Enrope,as a 
Nurſing Father to his Languithing Church, which many had in 
hope and thought clean devoured. Now Eccleſiiſtical juriſdiction 
is the Royal Juriſdi&ion, a Principal , inſeperable part of his 
Royal Crown and Dignity, Irs Original was from his Noble Ance- 
ors, who ever eſteemed it thetr Honour to ſupport, and encreaſe 
it. (orftantize, a Britain, and the Glory of Britain, beg ir, 
and tis hoped, it ſhall never be ſaid thit any of his Succeſſours 
conſented to its Funeral, when it was 1n their power to give 1t a 
Reſurre&ion. T he ſubſtance of our Common Lv 1s comprehen- 
ded in theſe three things, 72 Regium, now happily reſtored, 7: 
Populi, confirmed, and jus Eccleſie, which only has; and does 
fill ſuffer, by the late imbroylments. Nor can his Sacred Ma- 
jeltie ever hope to have his Defire accompli(}t, and the memory of 
former paſſages buried in oblivion,uill the Church recover her antieut 
R'ghts,and Priviledges as well as the State, 
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Shall now end all with a breife Addreſs to the long-deſpiſed 
Jew: The Goodnefle of your C09, and Favour of your 
Prince, haye once more reſtored you to your Charges,youL 
Parrimonies, and (ris hoped) will ere long to your Honours, and 
r1viledges, which Sacriledge, and Uſurparion for many yeats, - 
have detained from you. Now it ſtands you upon ſeriouſly to 
conſider, what Deſign the Lord had in thus humbling you: for 
certainly his wiſe Providence did not bring all this to paſſe for n0- 
thizg, Be intreared then in the bowels of- our Common-Re- 
deemer, (though by one of the meaneſt in your number, yet a 
paſſionar-Well-wiſher of the Sacred Fun&ion) to hear the Dz- 
vine Commands, the Royal Declarations, the Prayers, G roans,and 
Sighs of your Country, Which all with one voice cry aloud to you 
for Diligence 11 your Callings, and Uprightreſſe in your Converſations. 
Theſe, theſe will make our Engliſh Zen proſper, and our Hie- 
raſalem a P raile 1n theFarth.Bur if through Plenty you forget him, 
whoſe Perſon you repreſent, and through Security turn again unto 
Folly, (give me leave to ſpeak my fears) my Heart trembles to 
chink what the iflue will prove, if the Indignation of the All- 
mighty once more break our, Many eyes are faſtned upon you, 
ſo that the /eaſt blemiſh will be eſpied. And as your Vertnes bring 
oreater Honour to the Goſpel then thoſe of privare Perſons, ſo do 
your vices more Reproach.Chryſoſtom Hom. 27.in St. Aar. 1s my 
Authour, /f a Preacher ſin withthe People,he ſhall not be puniſhed in 
like manner as they, but far more grievonſly : and better would it be 
for any ſuch that a Milftone were hang'd about his neck,and he caſt 
into the midſt of the Sea, then to prove a juſt occaſion of Scandal 
to any to {peak evill of the waies of God. Ir hath pleaſed the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things, once more to make trial of you. Let 


your Moderation be knoivn unto all men, that none may complain 
of 
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of your Jurisdi&ion (if re-eſtabliſht) which the unqueſtionable 
Practiſe of-all ' Ages, (except. when wats, and perſecutions pur 
_ thing out -of- Frame) witl abundantly juſtify. May your 
G ooaneſſe equal your Greatneſſe, your Humility ſhine in the midſt 
of your Honours , the memory of your late Aﬀitlions , and Vows 
made n,your low eſtate never dye with ymu.Let your Converſation be 
wich” Covetuouſneſſe, that the hwtgry Bellies of the poor, and 
needy may find the Benefit of your happy Reſtaurarion, that no 
env1ous eye may repine,no foul mourh rale at your largeIncomes, 
but all may confeffe tis mote for the Glory of God, and the good 
of rhe Nation, that your Charity be inrruſted with thiſe Revennes, 
then the gripmg Avarice of your Sactilegious Adverſaries. 


READER, 


"I te imporrtunat Haſt of che Stationer to diſpatch theſe Papers 

againſt the Seffion of Parl. occafioned many things ro be hud- 
led up,which happily ſecond thoughts might either have enlarged, 
or alcered, and ſundry Errata's have eſcaped the Preſſe, which yer 
a Charitable Eye may winkar, or a favourable Pen eahily correc, 


